	MINUTE NUMBERS 355 - 356 



Minutes of Licensing Committee

Meeting Date:

Thursday, 14 August 2008 starting at 6.30pm

Present:

Councillor J Alcock (Chairman)

Councillors:


In attendance:

Also in attendance:

In attendance:  Legal Services Manager

348
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence from the meeting were submitted on behalf of Councillor M Sutcliffe.

349
MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting held on 20 May 2008 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

350
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest at the meeting.

351
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

There was no public participation.

352
REFERENCES FROM OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY

There were no references from Overview and scrutiny.

353
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE ANNUAL TAXI MEETING

The Legal Services Manager reported that the notes of the annual taxi meeting had accompanied the minutes and that in order to move matters forward there were several decisions that Committee needed to either make or confirm.  These included the way the Council issues its licences, with particular regard to the age limit of vehicles, additional tests for drivers and planning permission for operators.  Committee discussed these aspects and felt that although there shouldn’t be an age limit on vehicles that the condition of the vehicle and, in particular its interior, was important.   Additional tests for drivers were felt would make an improvement to the service offered and that planning permission for operators should, where possible, be matched with the number of vehicles licensed.  

Committee also discussed the transfer of hackney plates, whether meters should be put into private hire vehicles as well as hackney vehicles and that a period of time be allowed to provide elap seats in a replacement vehicle.  Committee also discussed the increasing of hackney fares taking into consideration the fact that these had not been altered since December 2006 and the level of inflation and increase in fuel cost.

RESOLVED:
That 

1.
no age limit be set on vehicles but that the tester be asked to apply more stringent measures;

2.
the Legal Services Manager be requested to do a report containing more information on the courses available for new drivers with a view to introducing the ‘Steer into Success’ course or similar;

3.
Committee support measures to ensure that our licensing of operators is more in line with planning permission/conditions where applicable;

4.
the position be noted in relation to the letters to Mr Rabbani, Mr Nugent at Lancashire County Council and the position in relation to the transfer of hackney plates namely no automatic right to transferee to renew when the licence expired; 

5.
no approval be given for meters in private hire vehicles; and

6.
the hackney fares be increased to £3.30 for the first mile and 40p per fifth of a mile thereafter, with the increase to be reflected in the rates for after midnight/Christmas etc.

354
HEARING HAND BOOK – APPROVAL OF DRAFT

The Legal Services Manager submitted a report seeking Committee’s approval for the use of a hand book to replace certain elements of the reports submitted when the Licensing Sub Committee meets.  She outlined the guidance in relation to what should be included in a hand book in order that members of any Sub Committee would be fully aware of the relevant policies and procedures. 

Debate ensued around the subject of noise nuisance, particularly outside licensed premises which seems to have escalated with the smoking ban.

RESOLVED:
That Committee

1.
approve the use of a hand book available either from the Council’s website or by contacting the Licensing Officer;  and

2.
confirm that all Licensing Committee members be provided with a copy of the hand book in preparation for sitting as members of the Licensing Sub Committee. 

355
NOISE FROM LICENSED PREMISES – REVISED GUIDANCE

The Legal Services Manager submitted a report for Committee’s information of the revised guidance which had been issued in relation to noise from licensed premises.  The guidance was helpful in that it sets out the powers available from related legislation which seeks to control noise, namely the Environmental Protection Act 1990 and the Noise Act 1996, and explains the steps that can be taken under this legislation.  It also contains a useful table which sets out clearly the roles and responsibilities of the relevant authorities.

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

356
EVALUATION OF THE IMPACT OF THE LICENSING ACT 2003 – MINISTERIAL STATEMENT 

The Legal Services Manager submitted a report for Committee information of a written Ministerial Statement (Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport) detailing his evaluation of the impact of the Licensing Act 2003.

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

The meeting closed at 7.45pm

If you have any queries on these minutes please contact Diane Rice, extension 4418.
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