APPENDIX 1

KEY FEATURES OF THE PROPOSED NEW TEST

· A broader focus with emphasis on economic, social and environmental, as well as strategic planning impacts that enables positive and negative town centre and wider impacts to be taken into account.

· Identification of key impacts which applicants must assess, including impact on planned in-centre investment; whether the proposal is of an appropriate scale (the previous scale test); and, impacts on in-centre trade/turnover which should take account of current and future consumer expenditure capacity.  Where negative impacts are likely to be significant this will normally justify the refusal of planning permission.

· Identification of a number of wider impacts which should be considered, including; accessibility (the previous accessibility test) and sustainable transport considerations; impact on traffic; effects on employment and regeneration; and how the proposal will make efficient and effective use of land.  Where there are likely to be some adverse impacts but these are likely to be outweighed by significant wider benefits arising from the proposal, the proposal should normally be approved.

