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1
PURPOSE

1.1
To review Standing Orders.

1.2
Relevance to the Council’s ambitions and priorities

· Council Ambitions - 
}

· Community Objectives - 
}

· Corporate Priorities -  
}

· Other Considerations - 
}

2
BACKGROUND

2.1
Standing Orders were last amended in November 2006 (reprinted May 2007).  The purpose of reviewing Standing Orders is threefold.  

· firstly, to reflect changes made to the Committee system, eg the time meetings start, and the new Code of Conduct.

· secondly to address outstanding issues raised by Members, for example in relation to petitions and 

· thirdly to provide an opportunity to consider other areas which are not currently dealt with in Standing Orders for example the way in which the Council uses its website, or areas which are unclear, for example the relationship between the general provision for public participation and the separate scheme for Planning and Development Committee.

3
ISSUES

3.1
Attached as Appendix 1 is a copy of the Council's current Standing Orders with amendments.  The following changes have been made based on changes in the law/Code of Conduct etc – namely 

2.
Ordinary Meetings – addition of provision for interval greater than 8 weeks, to reflect changes to the Committee cycle.

4.
Notice of Meetings – three days replaced by five (legal requirement).

12
Rules of Debate

12(17)(k) – deleted to reflect new Code of Conduct.

15.
Time Limit on Meetings – amended to three hours after the start time of the meeting – to accommodate earlier start, and reduces meeting length from maximum of three hours 30 to three hours (but can be suspended).

21.
Interests of Members and 22 Complaints – Replaced to reflect the new Code of Conduct.

24.
Chief Officers Appointments – final element of (h) “a member shall not favour” etc removed to reflect Code of Conduct.

27.
Members Access to Documents – planning interest replaced by prejudicial – new code.


Appendix, sections 94-98 deleted – provisions repealed. 

3.2
Additional changes have been requested to clarify the role of Standing Orders in relation to petitions.  Standing Order 6 needs to be amended to reflect the Licensing Act 2005.  Further changes have been requested to reflect the spirit of the Government’s white paper ‘Strong and Prosperous Local Communities’.  The Council's current procedure provides ready access to the Council's Committees system (but not by electronic means) but does not require a substantive response to be made to those who petition the Council.  The proposed Standing Order 6 as amended requires a report to be prepared for the next available Committee addressing the subject matter of the petition.  This would afford an opportunity for proper debate.  


If further consideration of the issue raised was deemed necessary then Members would be able to utilise the existing call in procedure.  


A request has also been received for the provision of an ‘E’ petition facility.  The Council's website is shortly to undergo a redesign, and should thereafter be easier to access.  It would therefore be advisable to leave consideration of increased use of the website which this process has been finalised, with the possible use for E petitions raised with the IT section at this stage so that this can be taken into account during the planning stage. 

3.3 
The Council's public participation scheme for planning provides for participation in relation to individual applications.  Standing Order 20(7) has been amended to make clear that public participation at Planning Committee on individual applications is in addition to the opportunity for more general matters of public participation and is not, the limitations on the general provision eg the 30 minute time limit.

4
RISK ASSESSMENT

4.1
The approval of this report may have the following implications

· Resources - 

· Technical, Environmental and Legal – The Standing Orders proposed will ensure the Council's procedures comply with the necessary legislation.

· Political - 

· Reputation - 
5
RECOMMENDED THAT COMMITTEE

5.1
 Approve the amended Standing Orders as set out at Appendix 1.

LEGAL SERVICES MANAGER 

For further information please ask for 

Diane Rice, extension 4418.

DECISION





The Council's ambitions include the aim of being a well managed Council.  Standing Orders are an important set of procedure rules which should help to achieve this.
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