	



          Minutes of Meeting of the Council

Meeting Date:

Tuesday, 13 December 2005 starting at 6pm


Present:

Councillor M Robinson (Chairman)

Councillors:


In attendance: Chief Executive, Director of Development Services, Director of Community Services, Director of Resources, Organisation and Member Development Manager, Acting Legal Services Manager.

583

APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence from the meeting were submitted on behalf of Councillor J McGowan. 

584

PRAYERS

The Mayor’s Chaplain, the Reverend N Pickett, opened the meeting with prayers. 

585

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

There were no items of public participation.

586

MINUTES OF SPECIAL POLICY AND FINANCE SUB-Committee

The minutes of the Special Meeting of the Policy and Finance Sub-Committee held on 19 October 2005 were received.

587

Council MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 25 October 2005, with the additions of Councillors D C Eccleston and C Warkman to the list of Members present, were confirmed as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

588

MAYORAL COMMUNICATIONS

The Mayoral communications were received and noted.

589

LEADERS REPORT

The Leader began by providing brief details of the transitional arrangements for a three stream waste collection service which would be a key area of work in the coming year.  He reaffirmed the Council's commitment to maintaining a collection cycle of the domestic, residual, non-recyclable waste.  

The Leader reported that he had received a response from the Hyndburn & Ribble Valley PCT confirming that a new Clitheroe Health Centre was still part of the LIFT project, and that work was to be undertaken to improve the existing Clitheroe Health Centre until such time as redevelopment took place.  The Leader was also pleased to report that our provisional grant settlement for 2006/07 would result in an increase from £2.97 million to almost £3.5 million – representing an increase of 17%.  He reported that this would enable the Council to continue its record of having one of the lowest tax rates in the country whilst maintaining high levels of service.  He confirmed that in addition, residents of Ribble Valley who were aged over 60 would be able to enjoy free off-peak bus travel within the district from April 2006. 

He went on to highlight a number of areas which were the focus of Council activity at the present time, for example the skate park in Clitheroe Castle grounds, the extension of the Council's leisure card facility to the Roefield Leisure Centre, improvements to the regulation of caravan site licences, involvement in the school sports initiative, job evaluation, the on-going work on licensing, and visits to clusters of Parish Councils by himself and the Council's Chairmen in 2006

The Leader looked forward to an exciting and challenging 2006 when the Council would continue to strive to deliver effective and efficient services which would benefit the residents of the Ribble Valley.

590

LEADER’S QUESTION TIME 

Councillor F Dyson, Shadow Leader, expressed his disappointment at the response received from the PCT.  He asked the Leader if he would provide the leadership to ‘fight’ for a Clitheroe Health Centre which was fit for Ribble Valley residents.  The Leader agreed with Councillor Dyson’s sentiments, and proposed, in consultation with the Chief Executive and Shadow Leader, to arrange an urgent meeting with the Chief Executive of the Hyndburn & Ribble Valley PCT and LIFT in order to discuss the issues in more detail.  

Councillor Dyson urged the Council to use the Government’s increase in Government grant wisely, and hoped that the Leader would encourage the Budget Working Group to agree a Council Tax increase which was in line with inflation.  The Leader confirmed that he would try his very best.  

Finally, Councillor Dyson asked if the Leader had any news on the success of the Council's lottery bid for Clitheroe Castle.  The Leader announced that there was no news at the present time.  

Mr B Dowles asked the Leader for an update on the utilisation of Clitheroe Parish Hall as a potential arts centre.  

The Leader confirmed that the Council supported the efforts being made by the Trinity Partnership to move the art centre scheme forward, as well as supporting the Ribble Valley Film Club in continuing its presence in the borough.  He confirmed that regular meetings had taken place to monitor progress but reminded Members and Mr Dowles that the Council was not one of the principal funders or coordinators of the project.  However, the Council would continue to support the venture where possible.  

Mr Dowles also asked the Leader what his chosen subject would be for interviews scheduled on Ribble Valley Radio on 14 December.  The Leader confirmed that he would concentrate on the administration of public services and their impact on the quality of life for the residents of Ribble Valley.  

Councillor G Sowter submitted a question in relation to the Housing Revenue Account and how certain monies were recouped by Central Government.  He drew attention to an earlier day motion (No 48) which was circulating in the House of Commons and which highlighted the unfairness of the current system.  Councillor Sowter asked if the Leader would encourage the Ribble Valley MP, Mr Nigel Evans, to sign the motion.  The Leader agreed with Councillor Sowter’s remarks regarding housing revenue and confirmed that he would contact Nigel Evans MP to ask him to support the motion.

591

COMMITTEE MINUTES

(i)
Planning and Development Committee – 27 October 2005 

RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the above meeting be received.

(ii)
Community Committee – 1 November 2005

RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the above meeting be received.

(iii)
Personnel Committee – 9 November 2005 

RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the above meeting be received.

(iv)
Housing Committee  - 10 November 2005

RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the above meeting be received.

(v)
Policy and Finance Committee – 15 November 2005

RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the above meeting be received.

(vi)
Parish Council Liaison Committee – 17 November 2005

RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the above meeting be received.

(vii)
Planning and Development Committee – 22 November 2005

RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the above meeting be received.

(viii)
Licensing Committee – 24 November 2005
RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the above meeting be received.

(viii)
Overview and Scrutiny (Services) Committee – 29 November 2005
RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the above meeting be received.

(viii)
Overview and Scrutiny (Resources) Committee – 1 December 2005
RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the above meeting be received.

The meeting closed at 7.12pm.

If you have any queries on these minutes please contact David Morris (01200 414400).




P Ainsworth


J E Alcock


D M Bailey


C A Bartrop


I F Brown


K M Butler


B M Collis


R M Croasdale


H G Douglas


F E Dyson


D C Eccleston


R J Elms


M Fielding


J N Flitcroft


J B Hill


S A Hirst


J Holgate


C J Holtom


B Jones 


A M Knox


E M H Ranson


J S Reese


J Rogerson


C E Ross


R E Sherras


D T Smith


G H Sowter


C Sterry


M E Sutcliffe


J S Sutcliffe


D Taylor


J S Taylor


R J Thompson


N C Walsh


C Warkman


A Yearing

















PAGE  
                                                        4

