	MINUTE NUMBERS 378 - 381



Minutes of Community Committee

Meeting Date:

Tuesday, 9 September 2008 starting at 6.30pm

Present:

Councillor R J Thompson (Chairman)

Councillors:


In attendance: Director of Community Services, Street Scene Manager, Financial Services Manager and Sports and Leisure Development Manager.

Also in attendance:  Councillor D Smith (left at 7pm).

367
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence from the meeting were submitted on behalf of Councillors M Barrett, L Rimmer and M Sutcliffe.

368
MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting held on 15 July 2008 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.


Minute 225

Councillor Hore asked a question with regard to the timetable for unresolved problems in relation to the three stream waste collection.  

Minute 228

Councillor Sayers asked a question regarding the Parkwise arrangements and was informed that a letter had been sent to the Cabinet Member at Lancashire County Council and that their proposals for the future of Parkwise had been promised but not yet received.  

369
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest at the meeting.

370
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

There was no public participation.

371
REFERENCES FROM OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY COMMITTEE

There were no references from Overview and Scrutiny Committee.

372
THREE STREAM WASTE COLLECTION SERVICE

The Director of Community Services submitted a report informing Committee of the progress being made to extend the three stream wheeled bin waste collection recycling service to as many properties as possible in the Borough.  Consideration also needed to be given to issues that had arisen during the introduction of the new scheme.  The report highlighted the main objectives for the Council outlined by the Council Leader and went on to explain various issues with regard to vehicles, site waste, caravan sites, the demand for green bins and the staff changes.

Statistics were circulated outlining the tonnages of refuse and recycling broken down between green waste, co-mingled recyclate, paper/cardboard and residual/general waste landfilled.  These highlighted that statistically the new system was successful, that there were positive signs for the future and that people are actively recycling.

The Director of Community Services reminded Committee that there would be a review of the success and operation of the waste collection service carried out in December this year with the Budget Working Group looking at the “profit/loss account” for the service.

Members asked questions with regard to the effects on the household waste centres and were informed that the use of glass bins on car parks had halved.  It was also felt that the “education” of people was imperative and the Chairman indicated that there would be another feature in the Ribble Valley Newsletter which was due to be circulated soon.  

RESOLVED:
That Committee 

1.
note the good progress made and the positive effects the new service is now having in both reducing waste going to landfill and achieving the Council’s targets to recycle and compost 56% of all waste by 2015 in accordance with our waste management strategy;

2.
confirm that the Council has achieved its target of rolling out the three stream waste collection service covering all parts of the Borough and 95% of households by the end of 2008;

3.
note the good progress being made to reduce the amount of waste produced by each household being reduced to 388 kilograms per property per annum by 2010 and increase participation in recycling and composting initiatives;  and

4.
approve the purchase of additional wheeled bins to meet both the unexpected demand for green bins and for sufficient and appropriate bins for the collection of waste from certain caravan sites with the cost being found from savings elsewhere in the capital budget. 

373
CASTLE GROUNDS WORKING GROUP REPORT

The Director of Community Services submitted a report which outlined a detailed response to the report prepared by the Castle Grounds Working Group.  Councillor Jones had prepared several points for consideration by Committee with reference to particular points outlined by the Castle Grounds Working Group.

The Director of Community Services informed Committee that various of these aspects had already been considered by the Castle Grounds Member Working Group and had been put in train to happen.  

Members considered the various aspects suggested in the note and felt that all of these issues should be given further consideration and progressed accordingly.  

RESOLVED:
That Committee approve the suggestions outlined for further consideration and possible progression, namely:

1.
provision of a wider range of information and advice for visitors through signage in the grounds;

2.
involvement of police community support officer patrols;

3.
promotion (signage) of Mitchell Street car park as Castle car park;

4.
Network Rail be approached to indicate their likely priority for repair of the western boundary wall;

5.
the offer of help from the Civic Society in regard to a plaque at Stockwell be accepted and progressed;

6.
that the effects on the grounds of increased visitor numbers be monitored and reported to this Committee in July 2009;

7.
that a future report to this Committee address issues of how the ongoing management of the Castle and grounds, including the museum area, can be carried out holistically;

8.
that a future meeting of this Committee give consideration to the issues involved in seeking a green flag aware for the Castle grounds;

9.
that all these considerations take into account the Council’s financial constraints on this budget.

374
CAFÉ AT EDISFORD RIVER BANK AT CLITHEROE

The Director of Community Services submitted a report asking Committee to give further consideration to the options for the future of the café at Edisford river bank at Clitheroe.  He outlined the likely costs of demolishing the existing building and making the area large enough to accommodate mobile units and provide electricity and water supplies and the drainage connection.  He felt that this was the way forward for this particular site and that as a result of general enquiries made recently these sites would create a reasonable income and relatively easy to let.  

RESOLVED:
That Committee 

1.
approve the demolition of the existing café building and the provision of three plots for mobile catering units to trade from;

2.
recommend to the Policy and Finance Committee that a sum of £15,000 be made available to carry out the necessary work as set out in this report;

3.
authorise the Director of Community Services to seek expressions of interest for the renting of the three pitches;

4.
delegate to Director of Community Services in consultation with the Chairman of Community Services Committee the award of the tenders for each of the pitches;  and

5.
consider the future of the pitch and putt course and any alternative uses the land could be put to if its present use were to cease following further consultation and views from other parties.  

375
FREE SWIMMING INITIATIVE

The Director of Community Services submitted a report informing Committee about the Government’s free swimming initiative and asking them to decide whether to accept the grant funding offer to support free swimming for the over 60s in the Ribble Valley from 2209/2010.  The report outlined the background to the Government’s proposal with its longer term goal  being free swimming for all by 2012.  He outlined the various issues affecting the acceptance of this initiative and the likely effect it would have upon swimming attendances at Ribblesdale Pool.  

Committee supported the initiative in principle and felt that acceptance should be made at this stage with constant consideration of the effects to Ribblesdale Pool.  Concern was expressed about what happens when the funding comes to an end.  It was agreed that this initiative should only be marketed as an initiative for a two year period.  

RESOLVED:
That Committee

1.
agree to accept the grant offer to provide free swimming for those aged over 60 in Ribble Valley from April 2009 for the two year duration of the funding, provided it can be delivered within the grant available;

2.
agree to submit an expression of interest to make swimming free for those under 16 years of age and report back to Committee when the grant offer for this age group is known; 

3.
request that Officers identify capital costs with regards to swimming facility improvements which will help to meet the anticipated increase in swimming over the course of this initiative and report back to Committee in due course;  and

4.
ask Officers to give consideration to buying time in private swimming pools.

376
CASTLE/MUSEUM UPDATE

The Director of Community Services submitted a report updating Committee on the main contract and the work of the Members’ Working Group.  He highlighted the issues that had been discussed by the Members’ Working Group and decisions that had been taken in order to keep the overall project on track.  These included the recruitment of a catering consultant to help with the production of a specification and the tendering process, the drawing up of a specification for marketing and audience development, the drawing up of a specification with regard to branding of the Museum, external works being carried out by Groundwork Pennine Lancashire, management arrangements with regard to the Museum service and the shop fit out.  

RESOLVED:
That 

1.
Committee note the contents of the report;

2.
Committee endorse the decisions made by the Members’ Working Group;  and

3.
the Lancashire County Council be asked to undertake responsibility of the running of the Museum subject to satisfactory financial arrangements.  

377
LONGRIDGE UPDATE

The Director of Community Services submitted a report for Committee’s information updating them on developments at Longridge Sports Centre and Civic Hall.  He informed Committee that since rejecting the offer made by the Chair of Governors of Longridge High School at the last Committee he had had conversation with the Chair of Governors and agreed to reconvene negotiations at the start of the new term in September. He informed Committee that he had received a telephone call from the new head of the school and that arrangements would be put in place for an initial meeting with her.  He thanked Members of Committee for attending the site visit to the fitness gym at the Civic Hall prior to the meeting.

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

378
HELP DIRECT GATEWAY

The Director of Community Services submitted a report updating Committee with the development of the Help Direct Gateway in Ribble Valley.

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

379
YOUTH FACILITY MYPLACE

The Director of Community Services submitted a report informing Members of the possible opportunities for a new youth facility through funding available via Myplace.  

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

380
GENERAL REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF COMMUNITY SERVICES 

The Director of Community Services submitted a report for Committee’s information which included updates on the footpath a Brungerley Park, Clitheroe;  current arts development projects in Ribble Valley;  and tourism issues.

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

381
REPORT FROM REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES

Councillor Simon Hore gave a written report summarising the activities of the North West Sound Archives and identifying issues where Ribble Valley Borough Council needed to clarify their involvement.

The Chairman highlighted the Lancashire Waste Conference on 3 October 2008 and invited as many Members to attend as possible.

The meeting closed at 8.30pm

If you have any queries on these minutes please contact John Heap (414461).
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