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1 PURPOSE

1.1 This report informs members of the CLG consultation paper on Local Accountability.  The paper covers developing the role of overview and scrutiny, a new power for people to petition to hold local officers to account and facilitating the work of councillors.

2 Relevance to the Council’s ambitions and priorities:

· Council Ambitions: 

· Community Objectives: 

· Corporate Priorities:

· Other Considerations:

3 The consultation and how to respond

3.1 The White Paper, Communities in Control; Real people, real power, is about passing power into the hands of local communities. It sets out a range of policies to achieve this, building on work still in progress from the 2006 White Paper, Strong and Prosperous Communities.

3.2 This is part of the Government’s wider agenda to modernise our democratic system, to strengthen participatory democracy and to deliver genuine empowerment to local people and local communities. Central to this is a vibrant local democracy, at the heart of which are councils – providing strategic leadership delivering services and empowering communities.

3.3 CLG now need to consult further about a number of policy commitments. These consultations will cover both the 2008 Communities in Control White paper and work still in the pipeline from the earlier White Paper and the 2007 Local Government and Public Involvement in Health Act which provides the legislative framework for the implementation of that earlier White Paper. 

3.4 A series of Communities in Control consultation papers is therefore planned over the coming months including: 

· This paper on improving local accountability – covering developing and strengthening overview and scrutiny, new powers to hold local officers to account and facilitating the work of councillors.

· A consultation paper on the making and enforcement of byelaws – issued in August 2008 – on the content of regulations to devolve the making of byelaws to councils and improving their enforcement through the introduction of fixed penalty notices. 

· A consultation on a revised code of conduct for members, to be launched in mid September 2008 about reviewing the model code of conduct for members with a view to making any revised code in time for introduction following the 2009 local elections. 

· A consultation paper on mayors, to be issued mid September 2008, inviting views about on-line petitioning for mayors and reducing the threshold for a petition to trigger a mayoral referendum to below five per cent of local electors. 
· A consultation paper on time off entitlements – to be issued at the end of September 2008 on extending the right to time off for public duties to people serving in a wider range of roles and encouraging people to take on roles in independent, voluntary or community sector organisations, with a view to implementation by secondary legislation in April 2009.

· A review of the code of recommended practice on local government publicity, to be launched at the end of September 2008, looking at whether the code should be revised and updated and whether it should be a statutory code or guidance.

3.5 About this consultation paper

3.6 The focus of this first consultation paper in the series is on certain tools for enabling local people to participate in decisions which affect their day to day lives; to hold to account those who exercise power in their locality; and to facilitate the work of those democratically elected to represent their communities. 

3.7 Specifically, CLG are seeking views on:
· Developing and strengthening overview and scrutiny through:
· implementing the provisions of the 2007 Act, designed to enhance councils’ scrutiny powers in relation to scrutiny of Local Area Agreement partners and their delivery of LAA improvement targets; in particular, the and scrutiny committees requiring information from partner authorities

· the powers to make regulations in respect of:

· overview publication of scrutiny reports, recommendations and responses

· the establishment of joint county and district overview and scrutiny committees

· enhancing the powers of district overview and scrutiny committees

· scrutiny in small district councils operating a streamlined committee system.

· how best to take forward the commitments and proposals in the Communities in Control White Paper to raise the visibility of, and to strengthen, the scrutiny function
· increasing the visibility and accountability of local public officers so that they are all open to public scrutiny and questioning from local communities through

· chairs and chief executives of local public bodies attending regular public hearings

· a new right for local people to petition to hold officers to account.

· facilitating the work of councillors by modernising the way they do business to enable them to use information and communications technology to participate in meetings and vote remotely.

3.8 The full consultation paper is attached at Appendix A.

3.9 Who CLG are consulting

3.10 This is a public consultation and it is open to anyone to respond to the questions which are summarised at the back of Appendix A in Annex A of the document.  Responses are particularly welcomed from local authorities, overview and scrutiny members and officers, national representative bodies, trade unions and local government partners.

3.11 How to respond

3.12 Response must be received by CLG by 30 October 2008.

3.13 Discussions by this committee will be noted and included in the Council’s response to the consultation.  Any further responses should be channelled through the Corporate Services section to be collated into the Council’s response.
3.14 What will happen to the responses?

3.15 CLG will analyse the responses to the consultation and produce a summary of them within three months of the close of the consultation. This summary will be published on the Department’s web site at www.communities.gov.uk.

3.16 The Government will take account of the responses received to this consultation before introducing primary and secondary legislation on the particular topics discussed in the paper.

4 RISK ASSESSMENT

· Resources: None

· Technical, Environmental and Legal: None

· Political: None

· Reputation: None

5 it is recommended that committee

5.1 Make a response to the Local Accountability Consultation paper.

Michelle Haworth

Corporate Policy Officer

For further information please ask for 
Michelle Haworth, extension 4421

DECISION





Delivering our ambitions and strengthening the quality of public services requires effective and transparent performance management at a local and national level.  The empowerment of citizens through engagement in the design and delivery of services and other activities provides impetus to improve service quality and citizen satisfaction.
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