	MINUTE NUMBERS 424 - 425



Minutes of Health & Housing Committee
Meeting Date:

Thursday, 18 September 2008, starting at 6.30pm

Present:

Councillor S Hirst (Chairman)

Councillors:


In attendance: Chief Executive, Director of Development Services, Housing Strategy Officer, Environmental Health Manager.

413
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence from the meeting were submitted on behalf of Councillors D A Berryman, E M H Ranson, L Rimmer and J S Sutcliffe.

414
MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting held on 24 July 2008 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

Minute 278

The Chairman reported that a meeting had been held with the RSL’s which had been very successful.  Adactus had come forward with a scheme for 7 affordable homes at Gisburn.

415
DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS

Councillor Robinson declared an interest in agenda item number 7, with regards to Clitheroe Market.

416
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

There was no public participation.

417
REFERENCES FROM OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY COMMITTEE

There were no references from Overview and Scrutiny Committee.

418
SUPPORT FOR UU ‘TAP INTO WATER’ CAMPAIGN

The Director of Development Services submitted a report asking Committee to consider a request from United Utilities to support their ‘tap into water’ campaign which had been organised to promote the environmental and financial benefits of drinking tap water.  He informed Committee that bottled water corporations have changed the way people think about water and are manufacturing a demand for any potential resource that flows directly from our taps.  Plastic bottles also require massive amounts of fossil fuels to manufacture and transport and billions of these bottles are taken for disposal to landfill every year.  Bottled water marketing convinces one in five people that the best place to get drinking water is from a bottle and this obviously threatens the political will to continue to adequately fund our public water systems.

RESOLVED:
That Committee:

1.
support the United Utilities ‘Tap into Water’ Campaign; and

2.
instruct officers to review the way water is provided for meetings and other events and to use tap water wherever possible.

419
TRADER REQUEST TO AMEND CLITHEROE MARKET REGULATIONS

The Director of Development Services submitted a report asking Committee to consider a recent request from cabin traders on Clitheroe Market to reduce the current minimum five year continuous possession requirement to three years.  He informed Committee that when the market was redeveloped in 1994/95, the market regulations had been reviewed and revised following considerable negotiation with trader representatives.  At that time a regulation was established which prohibited the transfer of any cabin, stall or pitch without written permission to the Council.  In addition for the trader had to have held continuous possession for a minimum period of five years in the same line of goods so they could sell any associated value and goodwill.  In the event of termination in less than five years, the vacant cabin had returned to the Council to arrange re-let.  Upon transfer the Council had also received a brokerage fee of 2½% of any transaction.

The Director of Development Services reported that over recent times a number of cabin transfers have not taken place due to prospective purchasers being put off by the five year minimum occupancy requirement and that the numbers of prospective market traders was now relatively limited.  Following a recent ballot of cabin traders by the cabin representatives, they had been found unanimously in favour of reducing the period to three years.

With regard to the brokerage fee of 2½%, this had been the agreed fee for the past 13 years and the Director of Development Services felt that it would now be more appropriate to charge a minimum of £150 for any transfer or 2½%, whichever was the greater in future.

RESOLVED:
That Committee:

1.
agree to the amendment of Regulation 3(1)(a) to a minimum of 3 years continuous possession of the stall, pitch or cabin; and

2.
agree to the brokerage fee being changed to a minimum of £150 or 2½%, whichever is the greater.

420
PERFORMANCE MONITORING OF RIBBLE VALLEY HOMES

The Chief Executive submitted a report for Committee’s information on the performance of Ribble Valley Homes since the transfer of stock on the 1 April 2008.  The first quarterly meeting of the liaison group had been held on the 17 September 2008 and regular monthly meetings were taking place between the Managing Director of Ribble Valley Homes and the Strategic Housing Officer.

RESOLVED:
That Committee noted

1.
the contents of both the performance monitoring document and the performance indicators; and

2.
that process is on target in all areas, particularly in relation to the year 1 promises and that those performance indicators slightly under target were addressed in the actions outlined.

421
HOMELESSNESS REVIEW AND STRATEGY 2008/2013

The Chief Executive submitted a report for Committee’s information on the new homelessness review and strategy 2008/2013 asking Committee for their comments before the document was finally approved.  The Housing Strategy Officer highlighted the achievements and the preventative measures taken with regard to homelessness.

RESOLVED:
That Committee note the contents of the review and forward any comments on the strategy to the Housing Strategy Officer prior to the next Health & Housing Committee.

422
SUPPORTING PEOPLE FUNDING

The Chief Executive submitted a report informing Committee of the supporting people funding in the borough.  This included information on the current hours per week of floating support to service users in the borough, additional support at The Sidings in Clitheroe and bids submitted to provide affordable young person accommodation working with the YMCA.

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

423
GENERAL REPORT OF DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT SERVICES

The Director of Development Services submitted a report for Committee’s information on fluoridation of mains water, outcomes of recent applications for grant funding, the dog warden service.  He also reported that Ribble Valley Borough Council had recently achieved and been awarded the RSPCA Silver Award in relation to our stray dog service.

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

424
EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC

RESOLVED:
That by virtue of the fact that the following items of business be an Exempt Information Under Category 7 of Schedule 12A of the Local Government Act 1972, the press and public be now excluded from the meeting.

425
GENERAL REPORT OF THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE – GRANTS

The Chief Executive submitted details of five disabled facilities grants, one minor works grant, three landlord renovation grants and two home improvement loans (equity release) which had been approved.

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

The meeting closed at 7.40pm.

If you have any queries on these minutes please contact John Heap (414461).
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