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1.
PURPOSE

1.1 
To seek approval for funding to Whalley Chamber of Trade and Longridge Business Group to support projects and actions, which will support their towns and the local economy.  

1.2



Relevance to the Council’s ambitions and priorities:

· Council Ambitions – In addition to Ribble Valley Borough Council striving to meet its three ambitions, it also recognises the importance of securing a diverse, sustainable economic base for the Borough.  

· Community Objectives – The issues highlighted in this report will contribute to objectives of a sustainable economy and thriving market towns.

· Corporate Priorities – Delivery of services to all.

2.
BACKGROUND

Clitheroe Chamber of Trade

2.1 Following the end of the Market Towns Initiative in March 2008 the Clitheroe Chamber of Trade is going through a period of change where it is looking at the way that it operates and how it can be revitalised to attract new members.  

2.2 The Regeneration Team has recently supported the creation of a website for the Chamber of Trade which is currently being developed and it is hoped that this could provide a new starting point for the Chamber of Trade in Clitheroe.

2.3 It is also expected that the results of the Employment Land and Retail Study being prepared by the Council’s Consultants, BE Group, will assist Clitheroe Chamber of Trade in pulling together a new action plan for the town, assisted as appropriate by the Regeneration Team.

Whalley Chamber of Trade

2.4 Whalley Chamber of Trade is a thriving chamber, which continues to recruit new members every month. The Chamber of Trade is run by a group of enthusiastic local business people and with its members from Whalley and the surrounding villages, the Chamber draws its businesses together at lively monthly meetings.

2.5 Recent successes for the Chamber include being awarded Best Kept Large Village and the successful launch of the VisitWhalley.co.uk website which is now managed by the Whalley Chamber of Trade.  The website provides a wealth of information to both businesses in and visitors to Whalley.

Longridge Business Group

2.6 Longridge Business Group was established in March 2008 following several meetings of local businesses.  It was agreed that a dedicated Business Group for Longridge would provide useful opportunities for businesses of all types in and around Longridge.

2.7 A survey was carried out by the group across the business community in Longridge which helped the group to develop its overall strategy and also enabled it to develop a set of objectives and primary tasks.

2.8 The group now wishes to develop a website which will be fully hosted and managed and will be linked to the groups membership and wider community organisations.  This website will be a dedicated marketing tool for the Business Group and Longridge as a whole much the same as those developed for Whalley and Clitheroe.

3.


FUNDING

3.1
Whalley Chamber of Trade has requested £2,500 towards the cost of 3 new signs for the village centre and the railway station, which will promote businesses in Whalley and will encourage visitors to the village to explore what Whalley has to offer.

3.2
The funding will also be used to carry out a jute bag scheme which will involve introducing a re-useable shopping bag scheme.  The jute bags can be printed up with a design to promote Whalley and the Chamber of Trade website. Apart from reducing the number of plastic bags used, the Chamber of Trade also envisages the scheme having many other benefits such as the opportunity to run a competition in local schools to design the artwork for one side of the bag and at the same time promote the environmental benefits of such a scheme. There will also be opportunity for press coverage. The bags could be sold through local shops & schools with any profits going back into the community.

3.3
Longridge Business Group has initially requested £4,500 towards the cost of setting up a dedicated website for the Business Group similar to those set up by Whalley and Clitheroe.
3.4
The website will help to promote Longridge as a retail, business and leisure destination to consumers and other businesses in the North West, ensure the trading environment in the town is conducive to the success of businesses, encourage the establishment of other businesses in the town, act as the interface between Longridge businesses and other stakeholders in the town, influence statutory bodies to the extent that Longridge businesses will be represented at the appropriate level and aid in developing the potential of Longridge environmentally, socially and economically.

4.

Risk Assessment

4.1
The matters dealt with in this report have been assessed and may raise the following risks:

· Resources – Costs would be met within existing budgets.

· Technical Environment, Legal – None.

· Political – None.

· Reputation – The Council will have the opportunity to demonstrate support for the local economy and businesses within the borough.

5.
Recommended that Committee
5.1
Agree that funding be allocated from the Regeneration Projects Budget to the proposed activities to be carried out by Whalley Chamber of Trade and Longridge Business Group to help them to support the local economy and businesses and to carry forward their action plans.

5.2
That the Director of Development Services reports back to this Committee with a monitoring report in January 2009.
DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT SERVICES

For further information please ask for Melissa Watts, extension 4424.

