	MINUTE NUMBERS 475 - 476



Minutes of Parish Councils’ Liaison Committee

Meeting Date:

Thursday, 25 September 2008, starting at 7.15pm

Present:

M Birch (Chairman)

Councillors:


Parish Representatives:

J Haworth


Aighton Bailey & Chaigley

P Young


Balderstone

G H Sowter


Billington & Langho

B H Dowles


Bolton-by-Bowland, Gisburn Forest & Sawley

B Redhead


Clayton-le-Dale

R N Connor


Clitheroe

A Yearing


Clitheroe

R Assheton


Downham

S Hopwood


Dutton

P Ryde


Gisburn

A Hutchinson 


Hothersall

C Parkinson


Longridge

F Priest


Longridge

N C Walsh


Mellor

C Law 



Read

J D Waterhouse

Read

A Ormond


Ribchester

A Haworth


Sabden

J Lawson


Slaidburn & Easington

R K Jackson


Waddington

C Cherry


West Bradford

M Highton


Whalley

J Robinson


Wilpshire

J H Strong


Wiswell

In attendance: Chief Executive, Director of Development Services and District Partnership Officer – Lancashire County Council.

Also in attendance: County Councillor A Atkinson – Lancashire County Council.

466
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence from the meeting were submitted on behalf of Borough Councillors M Fielding, EMH Ranson and J Waddington and from the following Parish Representatives:

R Carr



Bowland Forest Higher Division

I Smith



Bashall Eaves & Mitton

A Dales


Mellor

P Boardman


Ramsgreave

I R Hirst


Simonstone

K Staines


Waddington

467
MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting held on 31 July 2008 were approved as a correct record, subject to the addition of Councillor Walsh as the representative from Mellor Parish Council, and signed by the Chairman.

468
MATTERS ARISING

Minute 320 – Matters brought forward by Parish Council

The Parish Clerk of Bolton-by-Bowland referred to this Minute and expressed his view that it should be for Ribble Valley Borough Council to bring strategic items for discussion to this Committee.  He felt that the Borough Council had a responsibility to encourage discussion at meetings and to ensure there were enough items on the agenda.

The Director of Development Services commented that Parish Councils could also bring items forward which they wished to share with one another as well as discussing the more strategic issues which the Borough Council may wish to place before them.  He reminded Members that the matters brought forward item had been included on agendas at the specific request of Parish Councils to avoid the Borough Council dominating the agenda.

469
DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS

There were no declarations of interests.

470
PARISH AND TOWN COUNCILS CHARTER

The Chairman introduced Kiara Clark, the Lancashire County Council Neighbourhood Engagement Policy Officer, who informed the meeting about the history behind the Charter which had been discussed at an annual Parish and Town Council meeting in 2007.  It was also the result of a document produced by the County Council entitled ‘Work in Progress’.  The feedback from this meeting and from the series of Lancashire County Council run roadshows was a that a number of Parish Councils wished to be more involved with the Lancashire County Council in developing the Charter.  The draft Charter had been sent to all Parish Clerks in July with a response date of the 17 October 2008.  This would be discussed at a Lancashire Association of Local Clerks Conference in October and had also been discussed recently at the Lancashire Locals meeting on the 10 September.

Members then made a number of comments including the section on training, the issues around quality Parish Council status and the cost of the whole exercise.

County Councillor Atkinson gave details of the extensive consultations which had already taken place including the roadshows and Parish and Town Council conference.  The Chief Executive raised the question of greater Parish Council representation on Lancashire Locals.  Councillor Atkinson pointed out the difficulty this would involve the County Council in as each district had a different number and level of Parish Councils.  However he did reiterate that Lancashire County Council now recognised that Lancashire had a three tier Local Government structure.

Councillor Priest questioned the cost of the Charter and was urged to make his comments via the feedback form.

RESOLVED:
That Kiara Clark be thanked for her presentation.

471
MATTERS BROUGHT FORWARD BY PARISH COUNCILS – LONGRIDGE – ‘RUBBISH TO RESOURCES’ COSTINGS FROM LANCASHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL

The Chairman reminded Members that this item had been included on the agenda at the request of Longridge Town Council.  Members had before them a report from Lancashire County Council explaining the background behind the £2m cost of publicising the Lancashire recycling scheme.

Councillor Sowter, as a previous Chairman of the Lancashire Waste Partnership, gave an explanation for the £2m costs and pointed out that this was a relatively small proportion of the total waste budget for both collection and disposal authorities in Lancashire.  He also pointed to the need to tackle the amount of waste being sent to landfill and the ambitious targets set by the Lancashire Waste Partnership in reducing that rate of growth by 1% per annum.  Finally he explained the calculations behind the target of 56 tonnes in every 100 tonnes being diverted from landfill.

Councillor Priest, on behalf of Longridge Town Council, argued that the costing requested from Lancashire County Council had not been provided and without those costings it was impossible to decide whether the £2m had been spent in a responsible way.

The Chief Executive also supported the value for money work carried out over the years by the Lancashire Waste Partnership.

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

472
ABOLITION OF POST OFFICE CARD ACCOUNTS

The Director of Development Services referred to a question which had been put to the Leader of Ribble Valley Borough Council at its meeting on 2 September 2008.  It had been agreed that the issue of the withdrawal of Post Office card accounts should be placed before this Committee.

He explained that the Department of Work and Pensions (DWP) had announced in 2006 that it did not intend to renew the current contract to provide pension and benefits through this service beyond 2010, although definitive information on the level of this commitment did seem to be unclear.  He was also very aware that with the recent tranche of Post Office closures, this further withdrawal could do more damage to the usefulness of the services in rural areas such as the Ribble Valley.

Members then discussed this matter in some detail.

RESOLVED:
That the Director of Development Services write to the Department of Work and Pensions along the lines now indicated by Committee.

473
CLOSURE OF BT TELEPHONE BOXES

The Director of Development Services referred to Minute 318(a) of Committee dated 31 July 2008 and gave an update report on his recent dealings with British Telecom.  These included:

1.
the issue of a notice that a phone box had been involved in a road traffic accident;

2.
a request by British Telecom for Borough Council Officers to display notices on the site about forthcoming closure;

3.
a letter from British Telecom claiming that the Borough Council had not objected to closures therefore they were going ahead in spite of at least 2 letters of objection;

4.
an offer to ‘adopt a kiosk’ (red kiosks only eligible).

The Director of Development Services expressed his frustration at this sequence of events and also listed four boxed which were scheduled for closure that were eligible for the adoption process.  These were at Hesketh Lane – Chipping, Leagram, Wigglesworth Road – Tosside and Thornley-with-Wheatley.

RESOLVED:
That the

1.
report be noted.

474
PLACE SURVEY


The Chief Executive informed Members that the new Place Survey, which replaced the best Value General Household Survey, was due to be launched by Ipsos Mori on the 29 September 2008.  It would target 2,500 Ribble Valley residents and would ask a series of questions around local services on a range of issues such as crime, health, leisure and planning matters.  A return of 1,100 forms was required for the survey to have any validity.

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

475
CHANGES TO LANCASHIRE LOCALS

Janet Simpson, the Acting District Partnership Officer for Lancashire County Council, informed Members about forthcoming changes to the way Lancashire Locals would operate.  The aim was to provide Lancashire Locals with a more local focus.  The consultation period would be during the month of October and she acknowledged that this was a much shorter timescale than would normally be the case.  She also pointed out that whilst much of Lancashire Locals focus had been on highway matters, locals were looking towards dealing with other Lancashire County Council services.

Councillor Sayers reminded Committee that Overview and Scrutiny Committee had recently investigated the way Ribble Valley Lancashire Locals operated and had urged that there should be more opportunity for the general public to speak at the start of meetings on items of concern.

Councillor Yearing expressed his frustration over a highway matter which had taken 8 years and still had not been resolved.  He had hoped that the Lancashire Locals format would help speed up this process.

The Chief Executive once again raised the issue of Parish Council Representatives being formally recognised as members of Lancashire Locals.  County Councillor Atkinson agreed to take this suggestion forward to the special meeting of Lancashire Locals on the 9 October 2008.

RESOLVED:
That

1.
the matter be noted; and

2.
the question of Parish Council representation on Lancashire Locals Committee be formally raised at the next meeting of Lancashire Locals on the 9 October 2008.

476
DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING

The Chairman announced that the next meeting of this Committee would be held on Thursday, 20 November, starting at 7.15pm.

The meeting closed at 8.20pm.

If you have any queries on these minutes please contact Stewart Bailey (414491).
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S Brunskill


R Hargreaves
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