	



Minutes of Standards Committee

Meeting Date:

Wednesday, 8 October 2008 starting at 6.30pm

Present:

B Dearing (Chairman)

Councillors:


Parish Councillors:

M Birch

C Law

In attendance: Legal Services Manager

505
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence from the meeting were submitted on behalf of Councillor L Rimmer and Independent Member P Walsh.

506
MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting held on 11 June 2008 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

507
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest at the meeting.

508
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

There was no public participation.

509
REFERENCES FROM OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY COMMITTEE

There were no references from Overview and Scrutiny Committee.  

510
OUTSIDE BODIES

The Legal Services Manager submitted a report regarding how the Council manages appointing or nominating elected Members to serve on Outside Bodies.  She reminded Committee that all the Outside Bodies had been written to asking for information as to the nature of their organisation and the indemnity arrangements they made for their Members to which there had been a limited response.  She also informed Committee that a letter had been sent to all Councillors informing them of the parent Committee to which Outside Body reports should be presented and how many times a year this should be done.  

Committee were disappointed with the number of responses received from the Outside Bodies and felt that further information was required in relation to those who had not yet responded.  There seemed to be some anomalies as to why appointees were invited to attend although in some organisations the Council had a link with the Outside Body because of funding arrangements.  This information needed clarifying.

Committee also considered whether some sort of checklist or protocol should be provided for Members who sit as representatives on Outside Bodies.  

RESOLVED:
That

1.
a letter be written to all Councillors requesting them to complete and return a questionnaire regarding the Outside Body that they sit on;  and

2.
a further report be submitted to this Committee in due course.   

511
MEMBERS’ ALLOWANCES

The Legal Services Manager submitted a report for Committee’s information on the way in which the Council formulated its present Members’ Allowance Scheme.  This was in the light of a request from a member of the public (a former Councillor).  Committee considered the Members’ Allowance Scheme and were satisfied that it had been adopted under the correct procedures but noted that it required some minor amendments to wording with regard to clarifying who was eligible to claim mileage expenses.  

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.  

512
EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC

RESOLVED:
That by virtue of the fact that the following item of business be an exempt information under Categories 1 and 4 of Part 1 of Schedule 12A under the Local Government Act 1972 the press and public be now excluded from the meeting.

513
RECRUITMENT OF ADDITIONAL COMMITTEE MEMBERS

The Legal Services Manager submitted a report informing Committee of the results of the recent advert for additional Committee Members and sought Committee’s approval for the proposed selection arrangement.  She informed Committee that a total of eleven applications had been received of which two were Parish Councillors.  Committee discussed the criteria that would be applied to the applicants as well as looking at the applications received.  It was felt that in view of the number and quality of applications received, the timescale for making a recommendation to the next full Council on 21 October was too restricted to allow proper consideration of all the applications but that it might be possible to arrange for the Parish Council applications to be considered.  

RESOLVED:
That

1.
the Legal Services Manager make arrangements to interview the two Parish Council applicants with the intention of making a recommendation to Full Council on 21 October 2008;  and

2.
arrangements then be made to interview certain of the remaining independent applicants, in order to make a recommendation to the Christmas Council meeting. 

The meeting closed at 8.35pm

If you have any queries on these minutes please contact Diane Rice, extension 4418.




D Smith


M Sutcliffe


D Taylor
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