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1
MATTERS FOR CONSIDERATION

1.1
To report that the Pennine Lancashire Local Development Strategy (LDS) has been successful in its joint bid for funding to be delivered through the Rural Development Programme for England (RDPE).

1.2
Relevance to the Council’s ambitions and priorities:

· Council Ambitions – The issues covered in this report relate to the Council ambitions to protect and enhance the existing environmental quality of the area.

· Community Objectives – The matter covered in this report will contribute to the objectives of a sustainable economy and thriving market towns.

· Corporate Priorities – The report seeks to ensure delivery of services to all.

· Other Considerations – None.

2
INFORMATION

2.1
Information on the Pennine Lancashire Local Development Strategy (LDS) was reported to the Planning & Development Committee on 11 September 2008. The Rural Development Programme for England (RDPE) will run until 2013 and is jointly funded by the European Union (EU) and the UK Government.  Ribble Valley Borough Council acts as the lead partner for the delivery of the RDPE in Pennine Lancashire. The new programme will support the following objectives:

·  Making agriculture and forestry more competitive and sustainable (Axis 1)

· Safeguarding and enhancing the rural environment (Axis 2)

· Enhancing opportunities in rural areas (Axis 3)

2.2
The programme overall is managed by DEFRA.  Natural England and the Forestry Commission will deliver Axis 2 - which is a separate fund to the Pennine Lancashire LDS allocation. The funding allocation for the Pennine Lancashire LDS will be around £3.3 million and will be subject to final negotiations with NWDA to agree on final arrangements involving governance, management and finance.  

2.3 Three Local Action Groups (LAGs) have been set up to manage the funding allocations for Lancashire (Pennine Lancashire, North Lancashire and South Lancashire).  Lancashire Economic Partnership will act as the accountable body for the programme in Lancashire and they will undertake the overall management and administration for the three LAG areas. The Pennine Lancashire LAG, with representation from the six Pennine Lancashire Authorities (Pendle, Rossendale, Burnley, Blackburn-with-Darwen, Hyndburn and Ribble Valley) will work with the County Council and LEP to roll out the programme in 2009.

2.4
During development of the Strategy, a consultation event was held on 22nd July 2008 (in Ribble Valley Council Chambers) to which a wide range of organisations and interests attended and the database of interested parties’ numbers over 100. It is proposed to use this group as a rural consultative Forum to influence the broad direction of the programme. LAG membership would be drawn from the Forum to ensure balance and representation across the public, private, community & voluntary sectors. The NWDA established a Regional Panel to consider the application consisting of representatives of the following organisations:

· NW Rural Affairs Forum

· Forestry Commission

· Environment Agency

· Northwest Regional Assembly

· North West Development Agency

· Natural England

· Learning & Skills Council

· Government Office North West (as DEFRA observer) 

2.9
The Regional Panel met at the end of September and gave formal approval to the Pennine Lancashire LDS, and provided feedback and recommendations. The funding for the 3 LAG areas in Lancashire will also cover a dedicated Programme Management Team that will support management and development of the LAG and its potential projects. Additionally the fund will enable a dedicated Pennine Lancashire LAG officer, employed by Lancashire Economic Partnership, to be based in the area working out of the Ribble Valley Borough Council offices. The Pennine Lancashire LAG, and Ribble Valley Borough Council as lead partner, will now work with the NWDA to address any issues around the Strategy, including governance, management and financial arrangements, and then plan the formal roll out of programme activity from 2009 - 2013.
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