	



Minutes of Special Community Committee

Meeting Date:

Tuesday, 17 January 2006 starting at 7.00pm

Present:

Councillor R J Thompson (Chairman)

Councillors:


In attendance: Director of Community Services, Street Scene Manager, Director of Resources, Environmental Health Manager, Senior Accountant.

636
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence from the meeting were submitted on behalf of Councillors

D M Bailey and C Sterry.

637
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest at the meeting.

638
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

There was no public participation.

639
REVENUE BUDGET 2006/7

The Director of Resources submitted a report which gave a review of the 2005/6 revenue budget.  He informed Committee that this had been a good estimate and commended both the Committee and officers for the accuracy of it.  He highlighted the main reasons for the slight decrease in expenditure relating to both increased and reduced costs.

His report also included the draft revenue budget for 2006/7.  He reminded Committee that his initial forecast in September had not included some major items like Job Evaluation, concessionary travel, three stream collection and E.Government Initiatives or any additional spending requests from the Service Managers.  The Budget Working Group had asked Committees to examine their budgets carefully and identify savings where possible to fund any additional spending requests.

The Director of Resources explained the base budget for each service function and the estimated cost and highlighted the main reasons for any differences.  He informed Committee that a sum of £8,000 needed to be added to the Waste Transfer Station budget for the cost of the licence to the Environment Agency.  He then went on to explain the service plans which come under the remit of the Community Services and asked Committee to consider each of these individually.  These included:

· Environment Health

· Cemetery

· Market

· Parks and Open Spaces

· Waste Management 

· Street Cleansing 

· Recycling, Sports and Recreation

· Community Safety

· Tourism and Arts and Heritage.

Councillors asked various questions on the individual service plans.

RESOLVED:
That 

1.
Committee approve the 2006/7 revenue budget as set out in the report;

2.
Committee approve the financial information extracted from the Service Plans including the growth items; 

3.
Committee approve the proposed fees and charges as outlined in the report;

4.
Committee submit the revenue budget to the Policy and Finance Committee as outlined; and

5.
with regard to the maintenance of Parks and Open Spaces, a letter be written to the four parishes that have Ribble Valley Council owned play areas asking them for a contribution towards the repair and maintenance of play equipment.

640
REVISED CAPITAL PROGRAMME 2005/6 AND PROPOSED PROGRAMME 2006/11

The Director of Resources submitted a report asking Committee to approve the revised programme for the current year and also to consider the future five year capital programme for this Committee.

With regard to the current year’s programme the report included evaluation forms for each of the schemes.  Councillors asked various questions with regard to these capital projects.

With regard to the draft programme for 2006/11 the Director of Resources outlined the new schemes that had been put forward by officers to form part of the five year capital programme.  He highlighted the addition of the financing with regard to the introduction of a three stream collection which was to happen over three years. 

RESOLVED:
That Committee 

1.
approve the revised capital programme for 2005/6 as set out in the report; and

2.
approve the future five year programme for 2006/7 to 2010/11 as set out in the report with the additional of £725,000 for three stream collection spread over the first three years and that should some monies be required in the current financial year, authority be delegated to the Director of Community Services in consultation with the Chair and Shadow Chairman to bring forward that element of the programme.

The meeting closed at 9.00pm.

If you have any queries on these minutes please contact John Heap (414461).
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