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1
PURPOSE 

1.1
To inform Committee of relevant issues which have arisen since the last meeting.

1.2
Relevance to the Council’s ambitions and priorities

· Council Ambitions – The following reports generally relate to the Council’s ambitions to make people’s lives healthier and safer.

2.
FLUORIDATION OF MAINS WATER - UPDATE

2.1
Since my last report to this Committee on the 18 September, I wish to update you on recent developments as follows.

2.2
At the recent East Lancashire PCT board meeting held on the 25 September 2008, a PCT briefing report was duly considered.  The PCT board resolved to ask the North West Strategic Health Authority to continue to explore the possibility of fluoridation of mains drinking water in the north west.
2.3
I am informed that all East Lancashire District Councils had responded prior to the meeting and informed the PCT board that they were not in favour of fluoridation of drinking water.

2.4
Subsequently an emergency meeting of the East Lancashire District Councils was arranged at Accrington on the 16 October where it was decided to refer the matter of water fluoridation to the next Lancashire meeting of Leaders and Chief Executives to clarify a more Lancashire wide position and possible challenge.

2.5
Following discussions with East Lancashire PCT reps, it has been decided that their officers will not now attend our full Council until they have further information to impart and the public consultation process is undertaken some time next year.

3
CASTLE CEMENT LIAISON MEETING

3.1
A liaison meeting was held on 18 September 2008.  A copy of the minutes are attached as the Appendix to this report.

4
DISTRICT EMERGENCY PLAN

4.1
I am pleased to report the recent completion and issue of the new format District Emergency Plan.  This plan replaces the previous version which was last reviewed and updated in 2005.

4.2
The Council has adopted an IIMARCH format used by the armed forces and blue light services.  This acronym stands for Information, Intention, Method, Administration, Risk Assessment, Communication and Human Rights.

4.3
An introduction and overview of the new document was presented to Corporate Management Team on 17 September.  Further training is programmed for Service Managers for Tuesday, 2 and Thursday, 4 December.  The final layer of training of support officers named within the plan will be undertaken early in the New Year.

5
INVESTIGATION OF ILLEGAL SLAUGHTER

5.1
Last year, Ribble Valley’s Environmental Health co-ordinated an East Lancashire multi-agency campaign concerning an incident of unauthorised slaughter, on an local farm in Sawley, in relation to the Muslin festival of Qurbani.

5.2
It has been considered necessary to repeat the exercise this year with all local sheep farmers being written to, asking them to report any suspicious activities.  In addition, enhanced surveillance is to be undertaken during the period of 3 – 9 December to coincide with this festival.

5.3
Feedback in relation to last year’s action was very positive with several farms reporting being contacted to source animals for slaughter purposes and many farmers registering their support for the pro-active high profile approach which was undertaken.  The initiative received valued and welcomed support by both the Lancashire Council of Mosques, who assisted by explaining the legal perspective during local prayer meetings, and also considerable coverage by local newspapers.

6
CLITHEROE MARKET UPDATE 

6.1
Since my last report to Community Committee on the 15 January 2008, meetings have been ongoing with Ribble Valley Homes in relation to developing a possible scheme for consideration in relation to the erection of a small office development on part of the market bullring.

6.2
However, it has recently been determined that it will now be necessary to engage planning consultants to undertake a more extensive development appraisal for the entire area around and including Clitheroe market before any scheme could be properly evaluated.  It is likely that a final report will not be available until April 2009.

6.3
As a result, Ribble Valley Homes have indicated that as a result of this delay and uncertainty, that they will now undertake a thorough assessment and search for alternative opportunities for new permanent offices.  However, they have not ruled out continuing interest and involvement and have offered to assist with the master planning exercise in any way they are able to, and can complement the exercise.

7
PROSECUTION FOR FLY TIPPING

7.1
I am pleased to report that the recent successful prosecution for an offence of fly tipping which was heard during the week commencing 13 October in Accrington Magistrates Court.  The offence involved the fly tipping of a bed and wardrobe on a country lane near Clitheroe.

7.2
The offenders were sentenced to a 6 month conditional discharge and asked to pay £300 costs.

8
DOG WASTE DISPOSAL - NOTIFICACTION OF INCREASED DISPOSAL COSTS

8.1
At a recent meeting of Lancashire Waste Management Officers in August 2008, District Councils were given due notice of changes to be introduced in relation to the final disposal of dog waste.  From July 2010, we as a Council will not be permitted to deliver such waste, to waste treatment or transfer facilities, but will have to make arrangements for delivery of this waste stream direct to the nominated landfill site (probably Whinney Hill).

8.2
This segregation and separate disposal will have significant cost implications for waste disposal from July 2010.  Whilst it is not possible to quantify this cost at this time, it has been included in the Environmental Health Service Plan as a key issue in the next 3 years and will need further consideration in due course.

9
APPLICATIONS TO ADOPT CLOSED CHURCHYARDS

9.1
Recently, the Council has received two requests from the Methodist Church to take over responsibility for the ongoing maintenance and upkeep of two churchyards in the Ribble Valley.

9.2
The requests have been made in relation to Sabden Methodist Church graveyard, which officially closed on 25 June 2008, and the Grindleton Methodist Church graveyard, which will close with effect from 1 January 2009.

9.3
As a result, enquiries have been made with our Legal Services Section who advise, that so far as they can ascertain, there is no statutory requirements under Section 215 of the Local Government Act 1972 for the transfer of responsibility for maintaining these churchyards after closure.

9.4
As a result, a letter of response has been sent to both parties advising of this position, and also that no budget is available for this purpose and because of the significant financial pressure at the present time, the Council is unable to consider taking over this responsibility.
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