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1
PURPOSE

1.1
To inform you of progress with introducing a Concurrent Functions Grant Scheme.

2
BACKGROUND

2.1
Last November I reported to the Parish Councils’ Liaison Committee the background and complexities surrounding Concurrent Functions.  I also promised that the Council’s Budget Working Group would investigate a grant scheme for providing assistance to Parishes with the cost of Concurrent Functions in time for you setting your 2009/10 precepts.

3
CONCURRENT FUNCTIONS GRANT

3.1
I now attach my report on this issue to the Council’s Policy and Finance Committee who will consider the introduction of a grant scheme at their meeting 18th November 2008.

4
CONCLUSION

4.1
I will attend the Parish Councils’ Liaison Committee and update you on what has been agreed following consideration of this important item by Ribble Valley Councillors.

DIRECTOR OF RESOURCES

11 November 2008
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1
PURPOSE

1.1
To agree the introduction of a concurrent functions grant scheme.

1.2
Relevance to the Council’s ambitions and priorities:

· Council Ambitions – to help make people’s lives safer and healthier and to protect and enhance the existing environmental quality of our area.

2
BACKGROUND

2.1
For several years our parishes have been pressing the Council to provide grant assistance for those parishes/Town Councils who provide services in their areas which elsewhere are provided by ourselves.

2.2
In such instances there is an element of ‘double taxation’ i.e. the Council taxpayer pays for the service in his/her charge from the Borough Council and then again in the parish element of the Council Tax.

2.3
We undertook last year to devise a grant scheme to assist parishes in time for when they set their 2009/10 precepts.

3
RESEARCH

3.1
We have spent a considerable amount of time looking at the concurrent function grant schemes that are in operation in other local authorities. It is clear from this research that there is no uniform system in place for instance:

· Some Council’s support only capital or one-off expenditure
· Some support revenue expenditure only
· Some schemes are based upon a set allocation to each parish
· Some are based upon paying a percentage of eligible expenditure
Interestingly,

· Some Councils are bringing concurrent function grant schemes in
· Some are actually phasing them out.
There is without doubt no common approach to this difficult and challenging topic.

4
BUDGET WORKING GROUP

4.1
I reported my finding to the Budget Working Group and after careful consideration they recommend that we do introduce a Concurrent Functions Grant Scheme to assist Parish and Town Councils with their revenue costs in providing certain services in their areas.


The recommended scheme is therefore as follows:


Eligible Expenditure


The Council will support Parish and Town Council net revenue expenditure on the following concurrent functions (excluding VAT and administration costs).


Burial Grounds
Footway lighting
Parks and Play Areas


Bus Shelters

Litter collection


Footpaths

Dog waste bins


The Council will not support capital expenditure or large one off items through the concurrent function scheme.


Financial Support


Support will be at a rate of 25% of eligible net revenue expenditure in the previous year subject to the overall cost to the Borough Council not exceeding £30,000 p.a.  If it did claims would be scaled back to the funds available.


The Process


Parish and Town Council’s wishing to claim grant assistance under the Concurrent Functions Grant Scheme must submit a grant claim to the Director of Resources by 31st May each year properly certified.


Once the claim has been agreed the Council will pay to the Parish/Town Council the grant due in 2 equal instalments on the 30th September and 31st March.


The Council will review the operation of the scheme after 12 months and thereafter as and when it is felt appropriate.

5
RISK ASSESSMENT

· Resources – The maximum annual cost of the proposed grant scheme is £30,000.  This will need to be included in the Council’s base budget for 2009/10.

· Technical, Environmental, Legal – None

· Political – None

· Reputation – The Parishes within Ribble Valley have been asking for support for concurrent functions for many years.  The introduction of this scheme will honour the undertaking we gave 12 months ago.

6
RECOMMENDED THAT COMMITTEE

6.1
Agree the recommendation of the Budget Working Group to introduce the Concurrent Functions Grant Scheme as set out in the report.

DIRECTOR OF RESOURCES
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