	MINUTE NUMBERS



Minutes of Overview and Scrutiny (Services) Committee
Meeting Date:

Tuesday, 12 October 2004 starting at 7pm

Present:


Councillor A M Knox (Chairman)

Councillors:


In attendance: Chief Executive, Housing Manager.

Also in attendance: Councillor J Holgate.

429
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence from the meeting were submitted on behalf of Councillors J Flitcroft, D Smith and M Sutcliffe. 

430
MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting held on 17 August 2004 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

With reference to minute number 302 Councillor Hill asked if the Chairman had been informed yet with regard to how the Council deals with urgent business.   With reference to minute number 303 he asked how the priorities of the different political groups would be dealt with.  The Chief Executive informed him that these priorities would be included in the draft Corporate Plan which would be presented to the next Policy and Finance Committee for consideration.

431
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest at the meeting.

432
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

There was no public participation.

433
BEST VALUE GENERAL SATISFACTION SURVEY – FURTHER ANALYSIS

A report was submitted for Committee’s information with regard to more detailed analysis of the Best Value General Satisfaction Survey for 2003/04.  This included specifics with regard to keeping land clear of litter and refuse, waste collection, local recycling facilities, satisfaction with the neighbourhood as a place to live and what people felt were things that most needed improving.  Some concern was expressed that our website is not as up to date as it should be and that we do not seem to have information in either Urdu or Gujarati. 

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

434
FURTHER ANALYSIS OF SELECTED 2003/04 BEST VALUE PERFORMANCE INDICATORS

A report was submitted for Committee’s information with regard to specific performance indicators.  These included visits to the museum by both individuals and schools, the proportion of unfit private sector dwellings made fit or demolished and Council Tax collection.

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

435
HOUSING STRATEGY DELIVERY PLAN

A report was submitted for Committee’s information advising them of the progress on the Housing Strategy Delivery Plan in line with the published monitoring arrangements.  The Housing Manager reminded Committee that our Housing Strategy had been submitted to the Government Office North West for assessment and that we were currently awaiting feedback.  This was expected before Christmas.  She informed Committee that should we achieve ‘fit for purpose’ from the Government Office North West, then minor adjustments would only need to be made each year to the Strategy document.  She also informed Committee that there had been an early indication from Government Office North West that there may be additional funding for Ribble Valley during 2005/06 to assist with affordable housing issues and that she would keep them informed on the progress of this.  

RESOLVED:
That Committee note the progress on the Housing Strategy Delivery Plan. 

436
HOUSING REVENUE ACCOUNT BUSINESS PLAN

The Housing Manager submitted a report for Committee’s information on the up to date situation with regards to the Housing Revenue Account Business Plan.  She reminded Committee that the original Business Plan had been submitted in July 2002 and that it had been judged as not ‘fit for purpose’ as we had not completed an options appraisal for the local authority housing stock.  She informed Committee that this process was now ongoing following the appointment of Pennington Consultants and that a decision on this matter was imminent.  She informed Committee that once the tenants had made their decision this week, there would be a presentation to Housing Committee on 11 November 2004 which would then mean a decision would need to be made by Policy and Finance Committee on 16 November 2004.   Committee was reminded of the important nature of this matter.

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted. 

437
LANCASHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY MANAGEMENT PANEL

The Chief Executive informed Committee that we had received an invitation from the Lancashire County Council for several Members to attend the Overview and Scrutiny Management Panel on Friday, 17 December 2004.   He informed them that Councillors C Ross and Taylor would be attending from the Overview and Scrutiny (Resources) Committee and asked for volunteers from this Committee. 

RESOLVED:
That Councillors A Knox and M Ranson attend the Panel from the Overview and Scrutiny (Services) Committee. 

The meeting closed at 8.17pm

If you have any queries on these minutes please contact Olwen Heap, ext 4408.
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