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1
PURPOSE

1.1
To enable Committee to consider a request for the issue of a hackney carriage licence supported by a proposal for the removal of the restriction on the number of hackney carriage licences, offset by a condition that any new hackney carriage licences are only issued in respect of purpose built hackney carriages such as the TX11 or E7.  (Pictures of the type of vehicles referred to will be supplied to Committee.)

1.2
Relevance to the Council’s ambitions and priorities:

· Council Ambitions -

}

· Community Objectives - 
}

· Corporate Priorities -  
}

· Other Considerations - 
}

2
BACKGROUND

2.1
Committee will be aware of the various issues which have arisen in relation to restriction of hackney carriage numbers and the complex history, which is summonsed below.

2.2
For many years the Council restricted the number of hackney carriage vehicle licences.  When the requirement was brought in to have a survey, the Council decided to remove the restriction.

2.3
During a brief period of time in the late 1990’s numerous hackney carriage licences were applied for, the Council then replaced the restriction but allowed some additional hackney carriage licences to be issued subject to a condition that the vehicles were fitted with an elap seat.

2.4
Thereafter Committee issued no new plates until an application was made from a lady driver for the issue of a hackney carriage licence subject to a condition that the vehicle was only driven by a female.

2.5
The condition was ultimately removed and replaced with a condition that the hackney vehicle should be wheelchair accessible, and a further three vehicles were recently licensed on the basis that the vehicles were fully wheelchair accessible.

2.6
The Council has again received an application for a hackney carriage licence (which does not relate to a purpose built hackney carriage type vehicle).

2.7
The Applicant was given an opportunity to appear before the Council’s licensing sub-committee to make his case for the grant of a licence.

2.8
The application remains in abeyance pending the views of committee in relation to the alternative method of control suggested by the applicant, namely that there be no limit on the number of hackney carriage vehicles licensed but that a condition requiring a specific or high quality vehicle be used as the more appropriate method of controlling supply and demand. 

2.9
If the application were refused the Applicant would have a right to Appeal to the Magistrates Court.

3
ISSUES

3.1
The Council can restrict the number of Hackney Carriage Vehicle Licences, provided the Council can demonstrate, eg via a survey, that there is no unmet demand for taxi/private live services.

3.2
A survey is expensive and can only be relied on for a few years.

3.3
There is nothing to prevent an Applicant applying for a hackney carriage vehicle licence – the Council must then determine the application on its merits.

3.4
The proposal made would, the Applicant suggests, ensure that only applicants with a high level of commitment would apply – thus/ensuring an improvement in standards.

3.5
The cost of purpose built vehicles is high, but the applicant would not need to pay the premium currently charged on transfer by the transferor, which can be as much as £8,000.

3.6
Committee may wish to consider consulting existing hackney carriage vehicle licence holders, the Highway Authority and the Police before making a decision.

4
RISK ASSESSMENT

4.1
The approval of this report may have the following implications:
· Resources – N/A.

· Technical, Environmental and Legal – N/A.
· Political – N/A.

· Reputation – N/A.

5
RECOMMENDED THAT COMMITTEE
5.1
 Instruct the Legal Services Manager to consult, as at 3.6, on a proposal to remove the restriction on the number of hackney carriage vehicles licences, supported by a condition as to the type of purpose built vehicle to be licensed.

5.2
Such licence to be issued subject to a condition that the licence can only be used in relation to such a vehicle in perpetuity.

LEGAL SERVICES MANAGER

For further information please ask for Diane Rice, extension 4418.
DECISION





The Council is committed to being a well run Council – the issue of Hackney Carriage Vehicle Licences is a recurring item for Committee due to pressure from prospective licence holders.  Committee is therefore able to ensure the Council’s position is reviewed regularly and modified as necessary.
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