	MINUTE NUMBERS 619 - 620



Minutes of Policy & Finance Committee

Meeting Date:

Tuesday, 18 November 2008 starting at 6.30pm

Present:

Councillor E M H Ranson (Chairman)

Councillors:


In attendance:  Chief Executive, Director of Resources, Director of Community Services, Solicitor, Corporate Services Manager and Forward Planning and Regeneration Manager

Also in attendance: Councillor I Sayers.

598
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence from the meeting were submitted on behalf of Councillors M Barrett, D Eccleston and S Hirst

599
MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting held on 23 September 2008 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

600
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest.

601
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

Minute 434 – Councillor Hind referred to the Grindleton Parish Plan and the extracts from the plan that related to Ribble Valley Borough Council decision making and, in particular, “that planning authorities must adopt a more realistic attitude to the provision of parking”.  He asked that in relation to the Lancashire County Council scheme at Moor Lane, Clitheroe a survey of both on and off street parking might be carried out and that Lancashire County Council be asked to reconsider the position in the light of any results of such a survey.  Other Councillors remarked that pavements/pedestrians were just as important and that this too should be included in any proposed survey.

The Leader suggested that officers should be asked to examine the costs of carrying out such a survey and report back to the next Policy and Finance Committee meeting. 

602
REVIEW OF TREASURY MANAGEMENT ARRANGEMENTS

The Director of Resources submitted a report to review the Council’s Treasury Management procedures in the light of the current global financial crisis.  He informed Committee that the Council borrows any money it requires to fund its capital spending plans from the Public Works Loan Board but that the Council rarely borrows to fund its revenue activities and is much more likely at any point in time to have surplus funds to invest.  He informed Committee how we invest these surplus funds which are governed by the Council’s Treasury Management Policies and Procedures agreed and reported to this Committee.  However, following the recent weeks where there has been considerable turmoil in the financial markets, to ensure RVBC exposure was limited as far as possible, additional measures had been introduced.   He informed Committee of a list of our current investments and of the approved organisations for investment and suggested a number of amendments.  He also reported upon our current lending limits of £1.5m at any one time per institution and that Committee might consider increasing this limit to allow more flexibility.  

RESOLVED:
That Committee

1.
agree to retain the measures introduced on investing surplus funds for the foreseeable future;

2.
agree to add Northern Rock and the Debt Management Office to the list of approved organisations for investments and remove City Bank;

3.
agree to amend the approved list as and when any mergers take place;

4.
increase the lending limit to £2.5m for Debt Management Office only;  and

5.
review the Council’s treasury management arrangements again in January 2009.

603
LANCASHIRE CLIMATE CHANGE STRATEGY – OUR VISION FOR 2020 – CONSULTATION 

The Director of Development Services submitted a report with regard to the Council’s response to further consultation on the proposed Lancashire Climate Change Strategy and action plan.  He reminded Committee that the Lancashire Leaders had agreed in 2007 to work in partnership together with the Environment Agency to prepare a Lancashire wide plan change strategy under the auspices of the Lancashire Climate Change Partnership.  Following a range of collaborative work a Lancashire Climate Change Strategy was developed together with a proposed action plan which had been subject to consultation at the start of this year.    In the light of comments received from a number of consultees further work and research had been undertaken by consultants working at the regional level.   Partners are now requested to consider the revised strategy and action plan with a view to partner organisations adopting the strategy under the auspices of the partnership.  He informed Committee that the strategy establishes the context and policy background for climate change matters within Lancashire and presents a picture of Lancashire in terms of what is happening now and is predicted to happen if no action is taken to deal with the causes of climate change. The vision aims to achieve delivery by 2020 with actions and policies kept under regular review.  The Partnership in preparing the plan change strategy is seeking to promote a significant step change in how climate change issues are tackled and is in the process of translating objectives into deeds that can cause the most significant problems of encouraging changes to the way people lead their lives.  He reminded Committee that it would be a matter for the Council to determine how it would deliver on any particular actions and, should the Council sign up to the Climate Change Partnership approach, a need to determine how to pursue its own climate change agenda would be determined.  He reminded Committee that a working group of the Overview and Scrutiny Committee was currently working on this issue and could be linked to this strategy.  He reported that, in general, the strategy provided a valuable starting point in addressing the issues around climate change that the Council would need to deal with.  Several Councillors had various questions with regard to specific issues within the strategy particularly with reference to wind farms, the reward system and the membership of the Strategic Partnership.  

RESOLVED:
That Committee 

1.
endorse the objectives set out in the report and support the adoption of the Lancashire Climate Change Strategy subject to safeguards with particular reference to wind farms;  and

2.
instruct the Director of Development Services to liaise with the Ribble Valley Strategic Partnership with a view to establishing a partner based approach to develop and implement an agenda for climate change in Ribble Valley which will be reported back to this Committee.

604
CONCURRENT FUNCTIONS GRANT SCHEME

The Director of Resources submitted a report asking Committee to agree the introduction of a concurrent functions grant scheme.  He reminded Committee that for several years the parishes had been pressing the Council to provide grant assistance for those parishes/town councils who provide services in their areas which elsewhere are provided by the Borough Council.  Last year he undertook to devise a grant scheme to assist parishes in time for when they set their 2009/10 precepts.  During that time there had been considerable investigation into concurrent function grant schemes that are in operation in other local authorities and it would appear that there was no uniform system in place.  Having reported the findings to the Budget Working Group they had recommended a scheme of introducing a concurrent functions grant scheme to assist parish and town councils with their revenue costs in providing certain services in their area.  Specific areas for support were outlined along with a decision to support at a rate of 25% subject to the overall cost to the Borough Council not exceeding £30,000 per annum.  The process would include submitting a grant claim form which would need to be properly certified after which the grant would be paid out in two equal instalments.  He suggested that the scheme be reviewed in twelve months time.

RESOLVED:
That Committee approve the recommendation of the Budget Working Group to introduce the concurrent functions grant scheme as set out by the Director of Resources.  

605
SURVEILLANCE COMMISSIONER’S INSPECTION REPORT DATED 4  JUNE  2008

The Solicitor submitted a report informing Committee of the results of the Office of Surveillance Commissioner’s Inspection Report dated 4 June 2008 arising from an inspection carried out by Mr Graham Wright (Surveillance Inspector) on 4 June 2008.  She outlined the background to the Regulation of Investigatory Powers Act 2000 (RIPA) and reported that its aim is to strike a balance between protecting individuals’ rights under Article 8 ECHR and the HRA and the need for investigatory powers to protect the interests of society as a whole.  She then went on to highlight the recommendations made by the Commissioner following his inspection.  A draft revised policy has been produced taking into account all the specified amendments, a copy of which had been sent to Mr Wright for his comments.  He had since confirmed that the revised policy addresses all his recommendations.  The Solicitor also informed Committee that a central record of authorisations had been produced along with a flow chart that authorising officers should use so that any investigations that take place are properly entered into the central record of authorisation, monitored, reviewed, renewed and/or cancelled.  She would also ensure that appropriate training be provided to the authorising officers.  

RESOLVED:
That Committee

1.
note the Inspector’s recommendations;

2.
approve the amended policy;

3.
agree the revised list of authorising officers for the purposes of RIPA to be the Chief Executive and any of the three Directors from a department other than the investigating one;  and

4.
authorise the Legal Services Manager to carry out periodic reviews of the corporate policy and to amend it to the extent necessary to keep it up to date and in line with Home Office guidance.  

606
REFERENCES FROM COMMITTEE

Committee considered a request from Chipping Parish Council and Chipping Local History Society to use the Ribble Valley Coat of Arms that had been recently considered by full Council.  The Chief Executive reported that following further investigations into this request, he had found that although the guidance in the Civic Ceremonial Book says that it is not within the powers to grant the use of the Ribble Valley Coat of Arms to another body, that in practice other local authorities in Lancashire do allow this as long as the use is civic in nature or funded by the Borough Council.  

RESOLVED:
That Committee 

1.
agree to the request from Chipping Parish Council and Chipping Local History Society for permission to use the Ribble Valley Coat of Arms on blue plaques in the village if the Council agree to fund such plaques and that the plaques be approved by the Borough Council. 

607
NATIONAL LAND AND PROPERTY GAZETTEER UPDATE

The Director of Development Services submitted a report for Committee’s information on the National Land and Property Gazetteer.  

Members were concerned that this updating wasn’t progressing very quickly and asked that a report be submitted to the next meeting of this Committee on progress to date.  

608
COMPREHENSIVE AREA ASSESSMENT

The Corporate Services Manager submitted a report for Committee’s information informing them of the latest developments of the Audit Commission’s new assessment framework for the public sector – Comprehensive Area Assessment (CAA).  Final guidance defining the new framework would be published in February 2009 and would take effect from April 2009.  

As it was the Corporate Services Manager’s last meeting before moving to another job, the Chairman thanked him for his work for the Council and wished him well for the future.

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

609
PLLACE MEETING

A copy of the minutes of the Pennine Lancashire Leaders and Chief Executive meeting held on 17 July 2008 was submitted for Committee’s information.  

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

610
REVENUE MONITORING 2008/09

The Director of Resources submitted a report informing Committee of the position for the first six months on the revenue budget for 2008/09.

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

611
OVERALL REVENUE MONITORING 2008/09

The Director of Resources submitted a report for Committee’s information of the overall position on the revenue budget for the first half of the financial year.

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

612
CAPITAL MONITORING 2008/09

The Director of Resources submitted a report for Committee’s information on the progress on the capital programme for this Committee for the current financial year.

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

613
OVERALL CAPITAL MONITORING 2008/09

The Director of Resources submitted a report updating Committee with progress of the overall capital programme for the current financial year.

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

614
CALCULATION OF COUNCIL TAX BASE

The Director of Resources submitted a report for Committee’s information on the council tax base for 2009/10.

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

615
REVENUE AND BENEFITS GENERAL REPORT

The Director of Resources submitted a report informing Committee of debts outstanding for business rates, council tax and sundry debtors as well as benefits performance, benefits fraud, investigations, prosecutions and sanctions. 

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

616
TIMETABLE FOR BUDGET SETTING

The Director of Resources submitted a report informing Committee of the timetable for setting of the 2009/10 budget.

RESOLVED:
That the budget timetable be approved.

617
TREASURY MANAGEMENT MONITORING 2008/09

The Director of Resources submitted a report informing Committee of progress with the Treasury Management activities for 1 April 2008 to 30 September 2008.  

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

618
REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES

A report was submitted from Councillors Beverley Jones, Lois Rimmer and Noel Walsh as representatives on the Ribble Valley Citizen’ Advice Bureau.

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

619
EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC 

RESOLVED:
That by virtue of the next item being exempt information under Category 1 of Schedule 12A of the Local Government Act 1972 the press and public be now excluded from the meeting.

620
CONCESSIONARY FARES – POOLING ARRANGEMENTS

The Director of Resources submitted a report for Committee’s information updating them on the pooling arrangements for the funding of concessionary travel within Lancashire, Blackburn with Darwen and Blackpool.  He highlighted the financial information relating to the other Councils within the concessionary travel scheme.  

The meeting closed at 8.33pm

If you have any queries on these minutes please contact Marshal Scott (414430).

(181108)

OH/JS




R Croasdale


K Hind


A Knox


S Hore


J Rogerson


R E Sherras


D Smith


J S Sutcliffe


R J Thompson


N Walsh








PAGE  

64

