	MINUTE NUMBERS 630 - 631



Minutes of Parish Councils’ Liaison Committee

Meeting Date:

Thursday, 20 November 2008 starting at 7.15pm

Present:

M Birch (Chairman)

Councillors:


Parish Representatives

A Kay



Aighton Bailey & Chaigley

P Young


Balderstone

I Smith



Bashall Eaves & Great Mitton

B Dowles


Bolton-by-Bowland, Gisburn Forest and Sawley

H Douglas


Chatburn

D Bailey


Chipping

B Redhead


Clayton-le-Dale

A Dales


Mellor

N C Walsh


Mellor

C Law 



Read

J D Water


Read

A Ormand


Ribchester

A Howarth


Sabden

I R Hirst


Simonstone

J Lawson


Slaidburn and Easington

R K Jackson


Waddington

K Staines


Waddington

C Cherry 


West Bradford

J H Strong


Wiswell

In attendance:  Director of Resources, Director of Development Services, Building and Development Control Manager and District Partnership Officer Lancashire County Council

621
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence from the meeting were submitted on behalf of Borough Councillors B Hilton, T Hill and S Hore and from the following Parish Representatives:

G Sowter


Billington and Langho

R Connor


Clitheroe 

I Wolstencroft


Clitheroe

R Ashton


Downham

R Carr



Bowland Forest (Higher Division)

G Cowling


Grindleton

F Priest


Longridge

M Huyton


Whalley

J Robinson


Wilpshire

622
MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting held on 25 September 2008 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman

623
MATTERS ARISING

(a)
Minute 470 – Parish and Town Council Charter


The Director of Development Services announced that Lancashire County Council had written to announce that the Charter would be launched at the annual Parish and Town Council meeting at County Hall on 29 November 2008.

(b)
Minute 475 – Lancashire Locals


Clarification was sought on the opportunities open to the public to speak at Lancashire Locals.  Councillor Ranson and the District Partnership Officer confirmed that public participation was at the discretion of the Chairman of Lancashire Locals but was not given as of right, other than at the immediate start of the meeting. 

624
RECENT PLANNING CHANGES AND CONSULTATION PROCEDURE

The Building and Development Control Manager gave a presentation to Committee on recent changes in the planning system and planning consultation procedures.  He reminded Members of the way in which Parish Councils were currently consulted on planning applications and pointed out that the only change there would be in relation to issuing decision notices to Parish Clerks which he felt could offer some confusion.

The Building and Development Control Manager stressed the need for Parish Councils to be absolutely clear in their consultation responses to planning applications whether or not their comments are an objection to the proposal.

He highlighted a number of changes to the planning system, particularly in relation to:

· size of permitted extensions and distance from neighbouring boundaries;

· windows at the side of properties;

· reducing the number of household applications;

· balconies;

· maximum height and depth of applications;

· cladding and matching materials.

Members then asked a number of questions including clarification of the flat roofline and obscure glaze for side windows. 

RESOLVED:
That the Building and Development Control Manager be thanked for his informative and interesting presentation.

625
CONCURRENT FUNCTIONS GRANT SCHEME

The Director of Resources referred to numerous previous reports on concurrent functions and specifically to a report which he had brought to this Committee in November 2007.  He informed Members that the report they had before them had been discussed and agreed by Policy and Finance Committee at its meeting on 18 November 2008.

In the report he commented on research which he had undertaken on how other local authorities operated a similar scheme and the discussions which had subsequently taken place at Budget Working Group in relation to eligible expenditure which they had agreed would cover seven functions:

· burial grounds;

· bus shelters;

· footpaths;

· footway lighting;

· litter collection;

· dog waste bins;

· parks and play areas.

He also commented that there would be some consideration in relation to parishes which operated a Parish Lengthsmen Scheme.

Details were also agreed on the financial support at a rate of 25% of eligible expenditure in the previous year subject to the overall cost to the Borough Council not exceeding £30,000 per annum.  If it did so exceed, claims would be scaled back to the funds available.

He also reported that Parish and Town Councils wishing to claim grant assistance under the scheme must submit their claim by 31 May each year.  The grant would be paid in two equal instalments in September and March.  The scheme would be reviewed after the first twelve months of operation.  One Parish asked about certain occasional work carried out by the Parish Lengthsmen and whether this could be covered by the scheme.  The Director of Resources responded by saying that such expenditure could be included as long as it was a minor item.  Members then broadly welcomed the scheme.

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted. 

626
POST OFFICE CARD ACCOUNTS

The Director of Development Services referred to the reply received from the Department of Work and Pensions which had subsequently been superseded by the Government announcing a “U turn” on the issue of Post Office card accounts which had now been reprieved for the time being.

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

627
RURAL SERVICES NETWORK

The Director of Development Services referred to the letter received from the Rural Services Network who were announcing the launch of a useful information service from a network which supported many rural councils.  Their information service which was available to all councils and purchased by Ribble Valley Borough Council, would now be extended to cover all Parish Councils and was free of charge to them.

Members asked questions about who paid the subscription to the Rural Services Network and how user friendly the on-line service was.

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

628
MATTERS BROUGHT FORWARD BY PARISH COUNCILS

(a)
Bolton-by-Bowland – Lighting on the A59 at Sawley Turn Off


The clerk to Bolton-by-Bowland sought the support of Committee in efforts his Parish Council had been making to get Lancashire County Council to provide some lighting to the Sawley turn off on the A59.  A number of other parish representatives supported this request.


The Leader of the Council announced that he was trying to arrange a meeting with Lancashire County Council on a number of issues before Christmas.  He therefore asked that any support from this meeting should be referred to that meeting together with a plan of the area in question.

RESOLVED:
That this Committee supports the request made by Bolton-by-Bowland for extra lighting at the Sawley turn off on the A59 and this request be passed on to Councillor Ranson for him to raise at his meeting with Lancashire County Council.  

629
CLITHEROE HOSPITAL CONSULTATION

The District Partnership Officer from Lancashire County Council reminded Members about the current round of consultations on changes to Clitheroe Hospital which had commenced on 10 November and would conclude on 3 February 2009.  Three public meetings were to be held during this period as follows:

21 January Slaidburn Village Hall: 12 noon to 1.30pm and 2pm – 
3.30pm

22 January Whalley Methodist:  9.30am to 11.30am and 27 January Ribble Valley Town Hall, Clitheroe: 1.30pm – 3pm and 3.30pm – 5pm.

Councillor Ranson raised concerns about the validity of the consultation process and whether this could be influenced by the public.  He felt that the Primary Care Trust’s proposals were very prescriptive and rigid and did not leave any room for negotiation for change.  The Director of Development Services also offered his comments on his understanding of the PCT’s proposals.  

It was also reported that the planning application for the proposal was likely to be heard by the Council’s Planning and Development Committee at either its December 08 or January 09 meetings.

RESOLVED:
That Committee 

1.
write to the Primary Care Trust expressing its concerns on the proposals and the consultation process; and

2.
urge all Parish Councils to individually discuss this matter and write to the Primary Care Trust with their views.

630
ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING

(a)
The Green Bus Clitheroe – presentation 

(b)
Speed indicator devices – update

(c)
Health and Wellbeing Centres.

631
DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING

The Chairman announced that the next meeting of this Committee would be held on Thursday, 29 January 2009 starting at 7.15pm.

The meeting closed at 8.23pm.

If you have any queries on these minutes please contact Stewart Bailey (414491).
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S Brunskill


M Fielding


G Geldard


R Hargreaves


E M H Ranson


M Robinson


C Ross


I Sayers


D Taylor


J Waddington
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