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1.
PURPOSE

1.1
To advise Members that Ribble Valley has been selected by DEFRA as one of  28 case study authorities to participate in an investigation in the factors that affect the growth of waste.

1.1
Relevance to the Council’s ambitions and priorities:


· Council Ambitions – Protect and enhance the environmental quality of the area.

· Council`s core values - Ensure that access to services is available to all; and treat everyone equally.

· Community Objectives – Environmental excellence

· Corporate Priorities – To recycle and compost 56% of all waste by 2015 in accordance with our Waste Management Strategy

· To support the commitments in the Corporate Performance and Improvement Plan 2007 we will:
ACTION



OUTPUTS & TARGETS

To roll out the three stream waste collection service    The 3 stream refuse and recycling     service will cover all parts of the Borough and be extended to 95% of households by the end of 2008.


To raise awareness of waste minimisation, 
The amount of waste produced by each

recycling and composting
household reduced to 388kg per property per annum by 2010 and increased participation in recycling and composting initiatives.
2.
BACKGROUND

2.1
Changes to Best Value legislation resulted in the Best Value Performance Indicators (BVPI`s) being replaced by new National Indicators designed to measure progress. The new indicators for waste management include NI 191which provides the number of kilograms of residual household waste collected per household. This indicator monitors an authority`s performance in reducing the amount of waste that is sent to landfill, incineration or energy recovery. 

2.2
The introduction of the 3 stream refuse and recycling collection service and the extension of the waste paper collection service have led to significant improvements in the Councils waste management performance. 

2.3 The improvements in our waste management performance have included:

a) A reduction in the tonnage of waste sent for disposal in 2007/08 of 9.96% and currently in the first 37 weeks of 2008/09 a reduction on last year of 19.10%.

b) A reduction in the total waste arisings in 2007/08 of 4.11% and currently this year down by 3%.

2.4
Defra has commissioned a study to explore the factors that influence growth in the municipal waste.

3.
ISSUES

3.1
Understanding waste growth is at the forefront of waste policy at regional and national levels not least to ensure that that there is a sustainable waste management infrastructure. Rates of waste growth has changed significantly over recent years and has been reported within the governments Waste Strategy 2007 that it has reduced to 0.5% per annum in England.

3.2
The changes in waste growth has been accompanied by significant developments in policy and changes in waste collection and treatment infrastructure and as such the study will examine their relationship and the factors which influence it.

3.3
In total the study will include 28 case study authorities across different regions and countries of the UK and Ribble Valley has been identified as a good case study. Continued reductions in our waste arisings have been recognized by government leading to our inclusion in this study. 

4.
RISK ASSESSMENT

4.1 The approval of this report may have the following implications:

● 
Resources – none other than officer time.

●
Technical, Environmental and Legal –. Most of the statistical information required will be taken from the data submitted by this authority through the Waste Data Flow website data base. The study will however require meeting with representatives of Defra to provide information on dates and changes to our collection policies and infrastructure.  

●
Political – None at this stage 

    ●
Reputation – The Councils own achievements will determine how both residents and government view our waste management performance although some of the benefits from the study will include:

a) The kudos of being involved in a high profile research study as one of a few positive performing authorities.

b) Free consultancy support that will help explain the factors influencing waste growth/ decline in the Ribble Valley assisting in developing a future waste awareness and education programme.

c) The provision of a completed Information Capture Template that will help inform strategic decision making for waste planning purposes, including an indication of the factors that help mitigate against increases in waste growth.

d) Formal recognition of the Council`s contribution in all published material and presentations to industry events. 

5.
CONCLUSION

5.1
That Members note the report.
DIRECTOR OF COMMERCIAL SERVICES
For further information, please contact John Heap.  Tel: 01200 414461

Background papers:  Waste Management Files
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