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1
PURPOSE

1.1
To inform Committee of relevant issues which have arisen since the last meeting.

1.2
Relevance to the Council’s ambitions and priorities

· Council Ambitions – The following reports generally relate to the Council’s ambitions to make people’s lives healthier and safer.

2
Castle Cement – Application to Burn Wood Waste

2.1
In October 2008, I received a letter of consultation and technical report from Castle Cement advising of the intention to apply to the Environment Agency for permission to use wood and non hazardous wood waste as a fuel for the operation of Kiln 7.  Wood waste is to be used in conjunction with the other alternative fuels already permitted for use at the Ribblesdale Works.  The letter asked for a response by Friday, 24 October 2008.  

2.2
As such, the document was considered and due to the short deadline, response was submitted on behalf of the Council.  A copy of the response, which is self explanatory, is attached as Appendix A to this report for your information.

3
ANNUAL REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC HEALTH 2008

3.1
The above report has recently been published by the East Lancashire NHS/PCT.  For your assistance I attach the Introduction and Chapter 1 titled “Saving a Million Years of Life” as Appendix B to this report.  The full document can be obtained from the East Lancashire PCT website – 


www.eastlancspct.nhs.uk/about-us/annual-reports/additional/. 

3.2
Doctor Ellis Friedman, Director of Public Health, has been invited to attend this meeting and make a short presentation on this report.  Possible areas for consideration and questioning may include:

· What are the main health issues for Ribble Valley residents?

· Positive index of multiply deprivation – (302 of 354);

· Tobacco and alcohol reduction initiatives;

· Healthy lifestyles – how to support?;

· Why fluoridation of public water supplies is being pursued and how the PCT intend to undertake public consultation?

4.
RADIOACTIVITY IN FOOD AND THE ENVIRONMENT 2007

4.1
This is the 13th Annual Report on the monitoring of radioactivity in food and the environment.  It is the 6th report produced on a multi agency basis, which combines the results of monitoring by the Environment Agency, Environment and Heritage Service of Northern Ireland, Food Standards Agency and the Scottish Environment Protection Agency.  

4.2
The report generally concludes that levels monitored are either stable or continuing to reduce.  In particular, the report notes the reduction in dose rates seen on the Ribble Estuary between 2006 and 2007 due to reduced discharges from “Spring Fields”.

4.3
Furthermore the environment effects of the Chernobyl incident continue to be monitored in 2007.  There are still restrictions on the moving, selling and slaughter of sheep in some upland areas.  369 farms remain affected compared to 9,700 in 1986.  

4.4
A full copy of the document is available from the Environmental Health Section upon request.  

5
ENVIRONMENT AGENCY LIAISON MEETING

5.1
 A liaison meeting was held on 8 December 2008.  A copy of the minutes are attached at Appendix C to this report. 
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