PENNINE LANCASHIRE LEADERS AND  

CHIEF EXECUTIVES (PLLACE)

Minutes of the meeting held on Thursday, November 20, 2008 
Present:
Cllr John David (Chair) Pendle BC


Cllr Gordon Birtwistle, Burnley BC


Cllr Peter Clarke, Hyndburn BC

Cllr Doreen Pollitt, Lancashire CC

Cllr Mike Ranson, Ribble Valley BC


Cllr Tony Swain, Rossendale BC


Stephen Barnes, Pendle BC

Janet Barton, LEP

Graham Burgess, Blackburn with Darwen BC

Steven Cochrane, PLACE strategy unit
Marie Hart, Blackburn with Darwen BC

Steve Hoyle, Elevate

Andrew Lightfoot, Blackburn with Darwen BC
Sean McGrath, Lancashire CC

Steve Rumbelow, Burnley BC

Alison Schmid, PLACE strategy unit 

David Welsby, Hyndburn BC

Carolyn Wilkins, Rossendale BC
Apologies:
Cllr Peter Britcliffe (HBC), Cllr Colin Rigby (BwdBC), Mike Damms (ELCCI), David Peat (ELHA), Max Steinberg (Elevate), Dennis Taylor (LEP), 
	1
1.1

1.2

1.3


	NOTES OF MEETING HELD ON SEPTEMBER 18, 2008
PVE
Noted that the briefing sessions had been arranged for December 15 and January 26.

Knotweed
Noted that relevant officers across the Pennine Lancs authorities have now met to share information.  

MP’s meeting
It was felt that the meeting with MP’s had gone well.  A further meeting is being scheduled for the New Year.

	

	2
	INTEGRATED ECONOMIC STRATEGY AND DELIVERY PLAN
Steve Hoyle updated the group on the IES and delivery plan.  The IES has been circulated to a wide range of partners and stakeholders for consultation and has been well received.  It sets out a strategic framework covering upto 2020.  

The delivery plan was noted.  Expenditure totals for the programmes are – Y1 £29m+, Y3 £39.5m, Y4 £44.5m

The IES will be submitted formally to the NWDA so that it can inform the agencies financial planning cycle for 2009-10.  

Noted that PLLACE will decide on the funding but this arrangement will now allow for flexibilities if a project is not progressing as quickly as it should and funding can be moved to a different project in the interim.  The delivery plan will need close programme management.   It was noted that the delivery plan has to be achievable and not based on ambitions otherwise funding will not be given.  

Leaders agreed to give delegated authority to CE’s to sign of the IES and delivery plan, assuming no major changes.  

Press coverage will be arranged to highlight the IES submission.  


	

	3
	REGIONAL ENTERPRISE CONTRACT
SH outlined proposed by the NWDA to procure a new regional business start up contract and their willingness to engage with local authorities in specifying and commissioning the delivery of business start up support.  

The NWDA have advertised for two contracts – programme management and programme delivery.  At present the Get Set Programme is operating well in the eligible LEGI areas, outside the LEGI area local authorities have had little influence previously.  The new contract will help to improve this.  As part of the contract Pennine Lancs would receive approx £630k per year which could be match funded by the Get Set contract funded by LEGI.  

Existing enterprise agencies will continue to be supported.     

	

	4
	MAA UPDATE
The signing ceremony for the MAA is provisionally planned for December 1 although confirmation is awaited.  

Feedback is still being received from government departments and sign off is still on schedule. 

A letter has been sent on behalf of PLLACE to Beverly Hughes who is the regional minister with a view to organising a local signing ceremony.  
The strategic framework for Pennine Lancashire going forward will be around improving connectivity (incl rail links and broadband access), growing the economy, ensuring local population sees benefits.

The strengths of Pennine Lancashire and it’s governance arrangements were noted.  

The group asked that a note of thanks be recorded Steven Cochrane for his hard work in preparing the MAA.


	

	5
	FUNDING UPDATE
The update report on funding was noted.  Noted that the EU 2000 – 06 programme is on schedule to meet the December 2008 closure deadline.  GONW have allocated staff resource to work with the programmes team on this.  
The PLACE meeting recently agreed that the Weavers Triangle and the Pendle Vision Regeneration projects be submitted to the NWDA for completion of the concept form; concept form for weavers triangle be submitted to LEP for comment and then to the NWDA for formal consideration.

It was noted that there will need to be some prioritisation of projects when the NWDA have confirmed the amount of funding.  
The report and its contents were noted.  


	

	6
	IMPACT OF ECONOMIC SLOW DOWN ON PENNINE LANCASHIRE
Noted that the LGA had published a report yesterday about the economic climate and the main areas expected to be hit by the credit crunch.

The report shows Pennine Lancashire as vulnerable in the current economic climate however highlights the need for more investment.  

Discussion took place regarding monitoring the impact of the credit crunch on the local economy and it was agreed that monitoring should be undertaken and report back to PLLACE in six months time.  SH reported that he had already started to undertake a mapping exercise and LCC are also doing similar work.  

The report was noted.
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7.2

7.3

7.4
	ANY OTHER BUSINESS
Agenda papers
It was noted that agenda papers for PLACE are usually circulated by email on the Monday prior to the meeting on the Thursday.   A number of authorities have had IT problems receiving the papers but these have now been resolved.

Concessionary fares
Noted that this will be discussed at the next Lancashire Leaders and CE’s meeting.

No limits event
Noted that there would be an event tomorrow at the Globe to celebrate the 500th business start up.  The group were invited to attend.

I&DeA
David Welsby updated the group on recent discussion with the IDeA who wish to undertake a peer health review.  This wouldn’t be funded by the local authorities.  The group were asked to consider further and feedback comments to DW.  

	ALL
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	NEXT MEETING
January 15, 2009, Pendle BC


	ALL


I confirm that these minutes have been agreed as a true and correct record of the PLLACE meeting, November 20, 2008.

Signed   

Print name 
__________________________________________
(Chair/Vice Chair of PLLACE)

Date
January 15, 2009
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