	



Minutes of Parish Councils’ Liaison Committee

Meeting Date:

Thursday, 29 January 2009 starting at 7.15pm

Present:

M Birch (Chairman)

Councillors:


Parish Representatives:

P Young


Balderstone

B Dowles 


Bolton-by-Bowland, Gisburn Forest & Sawley

H Douglas


Chatburn

B Redhead


Clayton-le-Dale

R N Connor


Clitheroe

S Knox



Clitheroe 

S Hopwood


Dutton

P Morey 


Hothersall

F Priest


Longridge

C Parkinson


Longridge

A Dales


Mellor

N C Walsh


Mellor

C Law 



Read

J D Waterhouse

Read

R A Whittaker


Rimington & Middop

A Howarth


Sabden

I R Hirst


Simonstone

K Staines


Waddington

K Jackson


Waddington

M J Highton


Whalley

J Robinson


Wilpshire

In attendance: Director of Development Services, Community Development Manager, Partnership Officer and Community Development Officer.

Also in attendance: Acting District Partnership Officer, Lancashire County Council.

793
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence from the meeting were submitted on behalf of Borough Councillors S Brunskill, S Hore, M Robinson and J Waddington and from the following Parish Representatives:

R Carr



Bowland Forest (Higher Division)

G B Barnes


Bashall Eaves & Mitton

G H Sowter


Billington & Langho

I Wolstencroft


Clitheroe 

A Yearing


Clitheroe 

P Boardman


Ramsgreave

A Ormand


Ribchester

J Lawson


Slaidburn & Easington

J Strong


Wiswell

794
MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting held on 20 November 2008 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman subject to the correction to the minutes of the following names for Parish Representatives:

Councillor J D Water should read J D Waterhouse 

Councillor M Huyton should read M Highton

795
MATTERS ARISING

Minute 628 – Lighting on A59 at Sawley Turn-off.  The Clerk to Bolton-by-Bowland asked whether any progress had been made on this request to Lancashire Locals.  Councillor E M H Ranson reported that he had indeed raised the matter at a recent Lancashire Locals meeting but there had been no support from the County Council for this request.  He did promise to keep raising the matter in any appropriate meeting.  

796
RIBBLE VALLEY COMMUNITY TRANSPORT

The Chairman introduced Donna Atkinson, the Manager of Ribble Valley Community Transport who spoke to Committee about the work of the enterprise.

She traced Ribble Valley Community Transport’s history back to its formation in 1997 under the wing of the then Trinity Partnership.  She detailed the size of the fleet of buses and cars which operated on three key schemes:-

Dial a Ride

Demand Response

Community Cars

She gave details of how each scheme operated and identified its target audience.  

Other details given were the number of passengers on the books of the company (602), the number of journeys undertaken each year (10,500) and costs for hiring and evening journeys.  It was pointed out that most drivers were volunteers and had Midas training and were trained on the needs of disabled people.  The buses were adapted to take wheelchair access.  

Donna also pointed out that the buses did not only serve the older community but could also be hired for youth events and were of great benefit in both urban and rural communities.

Members then asked a number of questions of Donna. 

RESOLVED:
That Donna be thanked for her informative and interesting presentation.  

797
HEALTHY VALLEY PROJECT

David Ingham, the Partnership Officer and Chris Hughes, the Community Development Manager informed Committee about the Health Valley project which would work to tackle inequalities in access to health and social care services in rural parts of the Ribble Valley and support community ventures and social enterprises working from village halls.  The project was more about changing practice and would focus on how and when services were actually delivered.  It would identify changes which could be made that would enable key organisations to work better together to deliver these services more effectively by creating a synergy that could only be achieved through partnership.

It was aimed that this would be achieved through the co-ordination and development of local grass route service delivery which would seek to maximise opportunities for people to access services locally with market towns and villages acting as thriving service centres.  

Local voluntary and community groups would have a pivotal role in developing supporting services to complement statutory and public health and social care provision.

The project would work with a range of service providers from all sectors to provide enhanced joined up service provision at local level.  

A meeting of the Healthy Valley project had been held with interested parties to discuss how this was to be done and it was thought the best route would be to create a health and well-being centre in village halls.   There was £35,000 available to support the project in the current financial year and it had been suggested that this should be used for a grant scheme for village halls to organise health related activities.  Whilst a questionnaire had only yielded a small return, the next step was to consult direct with Parish Councillors, the co-ordinators of village halls and residents in the community.  It was unlikely that all village halls would be able to be supported in the first year.  Therefore, it would probably be the case that village halls that did receive money could be monitored as part of a pilot project and those which had not received funding, could be supported by the Healthy Valley Partnership to apply for external funding.

Members then asked a number of questions including the state of community halls in Clitheroe, how Parish Councils could help with the project and whether funding could be carried over into the next financial year.

RESOLVED:
That the report on the Healthy Valley project be noted.

798
MATTERS BROUGHT FORWARD BY PARISH COUNCILS

a)
Bolton-by-Bowland – speed indicator devices (SPIDS).  The Clerk to Bolton-by-Bowland again referred to delays his Parish Council were experiencing in erecting the speed indicator device in Bolton-by-Bowland and to the rejection of a proposed site in Tosside because of there being no speed restriction in that village.


Other parishes gave updates on their signs:


Rimington had sited a portable triangular sign with little or no difficulty and this was working well.  


Waddington had experienced difficulty in obtaining a pole for the sign to be erected on but this matter had been speedily resolved by Peter Finch from the Area Surveyor East office in Whalley.


Sabden commented that the sign had been erected by their Lengthsmen as they had been trained recently to do this.

The Community Development Officer suggested that Bolton-by-Bowland should talk to Rimington and Middop Parish Council about their more positive experiences.

RESOLVED:
That the matter be noted and Bolton-by-Bowland be encouraged to liaise with Peter Finch at Area Surveyor East to speed up the process.

799
STANDING ORDERS

The Clerk to Bolton-by-Bowland referred to the question he had included as an item on the agenda on whether Parish Councils had their own standing orders.  This had arisen at a recent Parish Council meeting in his village.  The Policy Development Officer reported that he had been handed three copies of standing orders from Chatburn, Billington and Langho and Ribchester which he would pass on to the Clerk.  In addition, the Secretary to Ribble Valley Parish and Town Councils Association had also supplied a template which could be used by Parishes. 

RESOLVED:
That the matter be noted.

800
RIBBLE VALLEY LOCALITY PLAN

The Acting District Partnership Officer for Lancashire County Council spoke to this report which provided information on the Ribble Valley Locality Plan.  It identified the main activities being delivered within the borough during 2009/2010 into six pre-agreed areas.  A draft had been developed which, subject to approval, would be designed ready for publication in spring 2009. 

The purpose of locality plans was two-fold.  1) to inform citizens of the major services being delivered by local government in their area and 2) to better understand the respective roles (Lancashire County Council and Ribble Valley Borough Council) in delivering services to the citizens of the Ribble Valley.  She further pointed out that the Ribble Valley locality plan would be structured around six key initiatives and themes:

· Health and well-being

· Access to services (including issues addressing rural deprivation and isolation) 

· Children and young people

· Asset management

· Waste management

· Clitheroe castle

Subject to approval the draft would be developed further over the coming months to produce a final draft that would include all the activities that were confirmed to take place during 2009/2010 including those subject to final budget settlements of the respective Councils in February/March 2009.  

It had been agreed that the final plan would be approved by Lancashire Locals – Ribble Valley, Ribble Valley Borough Council's Policy and Finance Committee, Lancashire County Council Cabinet and in order to reflect the role of the Parishes, the Parish Councils’ Liaison Committee were also being asked for their comments.

The locality plan would be monitored by each respective authority on an ongoing basis and would be reviewed jointly after six months.  Any additional resources identified at that time would need to be agreed by the appropriate authority before actions could be implemented.  

The PC for Bolton-by-Bowland suggested the plan be amended to include reference to what the two Councils are doing to assist Committees and businesses in the difficult economic times that lie ahead.

RESOLVED:
That the Ribble Valley Locality Plan be received.  

801
Parish Councillor TRAINING 

The Community Development Officer referred to the attempts which had been made to set up some form of Parish Councillor training over the past 18 months.  He reminded Members that Parish Councils had been asked whether they were interested in training and if so, on what subject and how many Parish Councillors were likely to attend.  Funding had been provided by the Lancashire County Council Parish Councils Champion, County Councillor Albert Atkinson in the sum of £800.  This sum of money had not yet been spent.  

One of the favourite choices of Parish Councils had been training on planning issues but this matter had been dealt with via the recently published manual on planning produced by the Council.  In addition, the Council's Building and Development Control Manager had attended the last meeting of Committee to update Members on recent changes in planning legislation.  

Costings had been sought from a national training company and from LAPTC.  The national company’s fee was well over the budget whilst the LAPTC trainers could only cater for small numbers at any session.  The Community Development Officer therefore sought the views of the meeting on a way forward.

Members then discussed this matter in some detail and two suggestions were made:

1.
to include some element of training at each Parish Councils’ Liaison Committee meeting limited to 15 minutes per session on a chosen subject of interest to Parish Councils.

2.
Further investigations into training for newly elected Parish Councillors continue to be made.

The Director of Development Services commented that it was proposed to invite a number of service managers to future meetings to talk on relevant issues within their section.  He felt that this could tie in with the training Committee aspect which was now being discussed.  

The Clerk to Bolton-by-Bowland felt that if the £800 received from Lancashire County Council was not to be used, then it should be returned to the County Council. 

RESOLVED:
That

1.
an item of training be included on future agendas covering issues which Parish Councils felt appropriate to their needs;

2.
the Community Development Officer continue to pursue the question of training for new Parish Councillors and report back to a future meeting of this Committee; and

3.
the £800 donated by Lancashire County Council towards Parish Councillor training be returned to them with thanks.

802
DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING

The Chairman announced that the next meeting of this Committee would be held on Thursday, 26 March 2009 starting at 7.15pm.

The meeting closed at 8.35pm

If you have any queries on these minutes please contact Stewart Bailey (414491) or Bill Alker (414412).

(290109)




R Hargreaves


B Hilton


T Hill


E M H Ranson


C Ross


I Sayers


D Taylor
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