	



Minutes of Overview and Scrutiny Committee

Meeting Date:

Thursday, 5 February 2009 starting at 6.30pm

Present:

Councillor B Jones (Chairman)

Councillors:


In attendance: Director of Community Services and Corporate Policy Officer.

822
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence from the meeting were submitted on behalf of Councillors B Hilton, A Knox, L Rimmer, D T Smith and J S Taylor.  Councillor Jones reported that the Chairman was making good progress following his recent operation and was now recuperating. 

823
MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting held on 11 November 2008 were approved as a correct record.

824
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest at the meeting.

825
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

There was no public participation.

826
PARTNERSHIPS – CLITHEROE COMMUNITY HOSPITAL FACILITIES

The Chairman introduced Senga Lindsey, Victoria Gregory and Carol Robertson from the LIFT project who addressed Committee about the proposals to redevelop Clitheroe Community Hospital.  

They gave details of the work, which had been done to date including putting a project team in place; the planning application and a public involvement group had formed.

Artists’ impressions were shown of the design of the redeveloped facility which would be on the footprint of the existing buildings and land to the rear.  There would be a number of services which would enjoy increased space such as out patients, in-patient wards, physiotherapy and special dentistry.

The consultation process had identified a number of potential additional services including an ambulance base, physiotherapy including a gym, social services, audiology and drugs and alcohol services.  All of these suggestions would be taken back to the PCT and fully examined.  

The next steps were to develop the internal design with services and patient representatives to identify any further potential additional services, talk to the service groups and finally agree a list of services which could be provided.  

The timescale for the building was that a start on site would be made in summer 2009, with a build time of approximately 18 months.  It was anticipated that the building would be completed by the end of 2010 and in operation in early 2011.  

Members then asked a series of questions on the project:

· What would happen to existing services during the re-development;

· How many beds would the new facility have;

· What catchment area would the hospital cover;

· Likelihood of the ambulance base becoming a reality;

· Was there sufficient parking provision;

· How many extra jobs would be created;

· Improving transport links with some rural areas.

RESOLVED:
That 

1.
Senga, Christine and Victoria be thanked for their presentation;

2.
this Committee support the need for adequate car parking at Clitheroe Hospital and ask Lancashire County Council to reconsider the restrictions placed on the number of car parking spaces in the planning permission in the light of the very rural nature of Ribble Valley and the resulting problems with public transport and the high level of private car ownership; and

3.
invite the PCT to return to this Committee in February 2010 with an update on how the project was progressing.

827
PERFORMANCE – QUARTERLY PERFORMANCE INDICATORS

The Corporate Policy Officer presented the third report of 2008/2009 that detailed the Council's performance against national and local performance indicators.  She reminded Members that they had agreed at their last meeting that further performance management and covalent training be delayed until the new version of the software was launched in February 2009 as this version would include substantial changes.  It was therefore proposed that the training session should take place week commencing 23 March 2009.  Two sessions were proposed and Members were requested to inform the Corporate Policy Officer if they would like to attend either session.

She then proceeded to highlight a number of indicators that were either on amber or red but she stated she was of the opinion that none needed particular interventions at this time.

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

828
BENCHMARKING AND COMPARISON OF 2007/2009 PERFORMANCE INDICATOR DATA

The Corporate Policy Officer informed Committee of the Council's benchmarking performance against national quartile data, our nearest neighbours model group and neighbouring Lancashire districts.  She informed Committee that the Audit Commission collected every local authority’s performance indicators at the end of June each year and these were then audited by the end of September.  By December the Commission were able to produce a database which held all of this information and could then be transformed into a summary statistics of quartile information.

The database produced was sent to all local authorities and showed averages, medium, top quartile and bottom quartile data against all comparable best value performance indicators (BVPIs).

This Council compared its performance against other Lancashire districts and also against the nearest 12 neighbours using a tool on the CIPFA statistics website.  These were authorities which had a similar spatial and rural nature to Ribble Valley and therefore faced similar issues of service delivery.  

She reported on the table of comparisons which showed that our performance was slightly worse in relation to some neighbouring Councils.  The Director of Community Services gave his comments on some of these results which had been discussed recently at Corporate Management Team.  

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

829
COMMUNITY LEADERSHIP – RESPONSE TO ISSUES RAISED BY THE RIBBLE VALLEY OLD PEOPLES FORUM

The Director of Community Services referred to minute 568 of Committee dated 11 November 2008 and now submitted a detailed response from the Chief Executive of NHS East Lancashire.

RESOLVED:
That the response be noted.

830
WORKING GROUPS – UPDATES

a)
Environmental/climate change – Councillor Sayers gave a detailed update of the work in progress including his attendance at Carbon Trust seminars, a five day on line conference organised by IDeA and the Business Enterprise Regulation and Reform.  All of this detail would be transformed into succinct and readable summary report to be presented at the next meeting of this Committee.  

b)
Provision of health care in rural communities – in the absence of Councillor Hilton, the Director of Community Services reported that work was, he understood, progressing from this working group and Councillor Hilton intended to submit a final report to the next meeting of this Committee.

c)
Ribble Valley Strategic Partnership – Councillor Hill reported that he had had a number of useful meetings with various officers and the group now had a much better understanding of the Strategic Partnership and how it worked.  Here again a report and findings would be submitted to the March meeting of this Committee.

831
TRAINING

The Director of Community Services reported that a member training event was being held at Lancashire County Council on 20 February 2009.  An e-mail had been sent to Committee Members inviting them to attend.

RESOLVED:
That 

1.
Councillors B Jones, T Hill and I Sayers and the Community Development Officer be nominated to attend this seminar; and

2.
the Community Development Officer circulate details of the seminar to the named delegates.

832
EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC

RESOLVED:
That by virtue of the next item being exempt information under Category 1, Paragraphs 1-3 of Schedule 12A of the Local Government Act 1972, the press and pubic be now excluded from the meeting.

833
PROPOSED WITHDRAWAL OF GP SERVICE AT BOLTON-BY-BOWLAND

The Director of Community Services referred to the letter which had been received from East Lancs NHS teaching Primary Care Trust advising of a proposal to close the branch surgery at Bolton-by-Bowland Village Hall.

Details were given of the number of patients receiving consultations during the period 1 January to 31 October 2008.  

Committee were also notified of the views of the ward Councillor and a neighbouring ward Councillor.  

RESOLVED:
That the PCT be informed that whilst this Committee has no objection to the proposed closure, it urges them to consider the impact on individuals without access to private transport, and request that if needed, exceptional arrangements be considered for those people to access the surgery in Slaidburn.  

The meeting closed at 8.09pm.

If you have any queries on these minutes please contact Bill Alker, ext 4412.
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