	



Minutes of Standards Committee

Meeting Date:

Wednesday, 11 February 2009 starting at 6.30pm

Present:

B Dearing (Chairman)

Councillors:


Parish Councillors:

M Birch

C Law

E Law-Riding

D Moon

Independent Members:

R Bennett

P Walsh 

G Wilkinson

In attendance: Legal Services Manager.

841
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence from the meeting were submitted on behalf of Councillors L Rimmer and M Sutcliffe

842
MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting held on 8 October 2008 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

843
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest at the meeting.

844
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

There was no public participation.

845
REFERENCES FROM OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY COMMITTEE

There were no references from Overview and Scrutiny Committee. 

846
RECRUITMENT OF ADDITIONAL MEMBERS – UPDATE

The Legal Services Manager submitted a report informing Committee of the newly constituted Committee which now consisted of an additional two parish council members and an additional two Independent members.   She informed Committee that initial training had taken place for the new members on 6 February 2009 and there would be a further opportunity for training of both new and existing members in the future.  

RESOLVED:
That Committee ask the Legal Services Manager to arrange a viewing of the Code of Conduct DVD and an afternoon training session on the Standard Board’s case studies.

847
REGISTER OF MEMBERS’ INTERESTS – REVIEW

The Legal Services Manager submitted a report seeking Committee’s approval for a review of the Members’ Register of Interests.  This was a Register that was held by the Monitoring Officer and was available for public inspection.  Members were required to inform the Monitoring Officer of any changes to their entries on a regular basis.  The Legal Services Manager felt that it may well be appropriate to remind Councillor of the need to update the Register regularly and as such thought it might be appropriate to include with the invitation to Members to revisit their Register of Interest Forms a copy of their existing entry, a further form for completion in the event of any changes and a copy of the Standards Board guidance in relation to the Register of Interests.  As the Standards Board for England had no model Register of Interests form produced it was felt appropriate for the Standards Committee to consider its format.  She also informed Committee that Members of Parish Councils were also required to register their interests and that this was usually compiled by the appropriate Parish Clerk.

Members looked at the draft form on which Members register their interests and made several amendments.

RESOLVED:
That 

1.
Committee ask the Monitoring Officer to write to all Members, including Independent Members of the Standards Committee, providing a copy of their existing register entry, a form to amend or alter their register entry and the guidance issued by the Standards Board for England for their completion; and

2.
an item be included on the agenda of Parish Council Liaison Committee for discussion with Parish Councillors and Clerks.

848
EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC

That by virtue of the fact that the following item of business be exempt information under Category 1 of Schedule 12A of the Local Government Act 1972 the press and public be now excluded from the meeting.

849
SURVEY OF MEMBERS REGARDING OUTSIDE BODIES

The Legal Services Manager submitted a report which included the results of a survey carried out of the Members on Outside Bodies.  She gave a précis of the responses received and highlighted those areas that had scope for improvement which included the amount of information received on becoming a representative on an Outside Body whether the proper arrangements had been made to indemnify Members of Outside Bodies and whether or not they had yet reported back to the parent Committee responsible for the Outside Body.  

RESOLVED:
That 

1.
the results of the survey be noted;

2.
an exercise be carried out to identify which Outside Bodies had not been represented in the returns;

3.
Committee consider the list of Outside Bodies to see if there is a necessity to have a Member representative; and

4.
a database of all the information collected be collated for a future meeting. 

The meeting closed at 7.20pm.

If you have any queries on these minutes please contact Michelle Smith, extension 4402.
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