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1
PURPOSE

1.1
To seek Committee’s comments on the Affordable Housing Memorandum of Understanding (Appendix 1). Request that Committee grant permission for the document to go out to consultation.

1.2
Relevance to the Council’s ambitions and priorities

· Council Ambitions – To match the supply of affordable housing to meet the identified housing need.

· Community Objectives – Housing.

· Corporate Priorities – Housing.

· Other Considerations – None.

2
BACKGROUND

2.1
The document was developed at the request of Health and Housing Committee to assist in the delivery of affordable homes.  The document offers guidance and information to developers, Registered Social Landlords, Members and Council officers.

2.2
Health and Housing Committee approved a draft version of the document on 22 January 2009.  Committee requested that the Strategic Housing Working Group further develop the document and then seek comments from the Planning and Development Committee.  The draft document will then go out for consultation for 6 weeks. The Strategic Housing Working group will consider the feedback before the document returns to Health and Housing Committee for approval. Once approved the document will be a material planning consideration.

3
ISSUES

3.1
Please see attached document.

4
RISK ASSESSMENT

4.1
The approval of this report may have the following implications

· Resources – None.

· Technical, Environmental and Legal – None.

· Political – None.

· Reputation – The guidance demonstrates our commitment to the delivery of affordable homes.

5
RECOMMENDED THAT COMMITTEE
5.1
Make comments on the draft report.

5.2
Agree for the report to go out for consultation for six weeks before returning to Health and Housing Committee for approval.

CHIEF EXECUTIVE 

For further information please ask for Rachael Stott, extension 4567. 

DECISION
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