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1
MATTER FOR CONSIDERATION

1.1 To report on the current consultation by the NWDA titled ‘Principles & Issues’ in connection with the proposed Regional Integrated Strategy for the North West. Specifically, to inform regarding the implications of this paper for the Borough in order to form a response and provide input throughout each stage of the strategy consultation process. 

1.2
Relevance to the Council’s ambitions and priorities:

· Council Ambitions – The development of the Regional Integrated Strategy for the North West will have significant implications for the social and physical development of the area and future local employment opportunities in Ribble Valley, which have relevance to Council ambitions relating to economic development and other related issues.

· Community Objectives – To encourage economic activity to increase business and employment opportunities. 

· Corporate Priorities – The development of the Regional Integrated Strategy for the North West is relevant to the Council’s concern to foster economic development.

· Other Considerations - RVBC has the opportunity through this process to make its views known on this important matter.

2.1 
BACKGROUND

2.2 As part of the process of producing the new Regional Integrated Strategy for the North West (RS2010), the next phase of consultation process is now underway and at the beginning of February 2009 the North West Development Agency (NWDA), in conjunction with 4NW (the regional local authority leaders forum), published a Principles and Issues paper which is inviting comments during a 3 month consultation period.
2.3 The new regional strategy will integrate the region’s economic, spatial and housing strategies. It will also link local priorities and local potential to a regional framework stating that: “The regional strategy.... will ensure that all decisions and investment, locally, regionally and by central Government are helping the region move towards [the strategy’s] goals.”
2.4 The purpose of the Principles and Issues Paper is intended to stimulate debate throughout the Northwest on the challenges and opportunities facing the region over the next 20 years. The paper covers a number of topics designed as an approach that will identify strategic imperatives and act as a basis for more detailed strategy development later in 2009.
2.5 In summary, the Principles & Issues paper is divided into eight sections and poses a number of speculative issues throughout and sets the context outlining the strategy development process upon which future work is proposed. A copy of the paper is attached Appendix 1 to this report.

3.0 IMPLICATIONS FOR RIBBLE VALLEY

3.1 A document is attached at Appendix 2 that provides a summary of the consultation document and highlights the general approach and observations that are suggested as part of the RVBC response to the Principles & Issues paper at this initial stage. As part of the consultation process throughout 2009, it is considered important to reinforce the distinctive rural issues and needs of the Borough, as well as the contribution and potential opportunities Ribble Valley can deliver towards the wider economic well being of Lancashire and the North West Region.
3.2 As stated, the Principles & Issues paper sets a context covering the social, economic, physical and geographical picture of the region and poses the potential challenges and opportunities facing the region. It is designed to stimulate a discussion on how to integrate the traditionally separate agendas of spatial planning and economic development, the environment, and sustainable communities and social cohesion.
3.3 Following the publication of the paper, three months of formal consultation will take place, closing at the end of April 2009. Whilst there are no specific references to Ribble Valley, all the issues in the paper are of direct relevance to Ribble Valley and the region as a whole, and the Council will have the opportunity to provide input to the consultation process individually and through a number of regional and sub-regional partnerships as follows: -

· Northwest Regional Development Agency (NWDA) and 4NW – the Regional Leaders Forum – are jointly responsible for the production of RS2010, representing the views of regional stakeholders and elected local authorities during the development of the new Single Regional Strategy on behalf of the region. Both the NWDA and 4NW are inviting comments and input to the Principles & Issues consultation from stakeholders.

· Lancashire Economic Partnership (LEP) will involve all key groups including the Lancashire Local Authority Leaders and Chief Executives, Chambers of Commerce, Higher Education and Further Education Institutions, Social Enterprise Networks, Health and Environmental Practitioners, Voluntary Community and Faith Sectors and major employers. Following this a first draft of the Lancashire position statement will be published that can be considered by appropriate sub-regional groupings before a formal response is established.

· Lancashire Leaders and Chief Executives Group will be forming a joint Lancashire Local Authorities response and have requested that any LEP response to the Principles & Issues paper should be as closely aligned to the Local Authority response as possible.

4.0 RISK ASSESSMENT

5.1



The approval of this report may have the following implications:

· Resources – No immediate implications.

· Technical, Environmental and Legal – None 

· Political - No direct political implications. 
· Reputation – The Council would wish to contribute its views to this important consultation.

5.0 DECISION

5.1 To note the contents of the report and the accompanying Principles and Issues paper in Appendix A and agree to the statement and observations in Appendix B outlining the Council’s early general response and input to the initial consultation process. 

5.2 To agree that the statement and observations in Appendix B also be presented to the following: -

· Individually to the NWDA and 4NW on behalf of RVBC.

· To Lancashire Economic Partnership for an additional sub-regional response.

· To the Lancashire Leaders and Chief Executives Group (in anticipation of a joint Lancashire Local Authorities response).
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