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1. PURPOSE

1.1. To inform committee of progress on various aspects of sports development and indoor leisure provision.

1.2. Relevance to the Council’s ambitions and priorities:


· Council Ambitions – many of the initiatives reported here are intended to make services more accessible to disadvantaged groups and to protect and enhance the existing environmental quality of our area. 

· Community Objectives – the issues covered in this report offer cultural opportunities, promote the development of sustainable tourism and help improve the environment of the area. 

· Corporate Priorities – partnership working is central to many of these projects, which are intended to improve the well-being of people in the Ribble Valley. 

· Other Considerations – none identified.

2.
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT MANAGER
2.1
Salthill Park
As members will be aware, Tower Hill Action Group presented their proposals for improvements to Salthill Park.  The original intention was that the associated works would be funded through a bid to the ‘People’s Billions’. Unfortunately, they were unsuccessful and so made another application through the County’s Playbuilders fund.  Once again, they were unsuccessful with this application.  This has left the group very disappointed and with no immediate prospect of taking their ideas forward.  Although they are still involved in some activity, such as producing bird boxes and sculptures, the main works have been put on hold.  To try and keep the group motivated and identify other funding, the County Council’s Environment Directorate have offered to provide some support towards developing their designs and identifying funding.  An update should be available at the next Committee meeting in June.

2.2
Relaunch Ribble Valley Sports Club
This year Ribble Valley Sports Club (RVSC) is being re-launched. The RVSC offers a variety of fun inclusive sports across the two largest towns in the borough, Clitheroe and Longridge. The club is designed to encourage young people to have something positive to do on a Friday evening and divert young people away from potential risks to themselves and the wider community. RVSC works in partnership with the Police and Lancashire Young Peoples service to engage with those young people who are offering the largest risk. RVSC operates every Friday evening between 8.30 and 9.30pm, there are various venues used for RVSC but the most frequent are Longridge Sports Centre, Clitheroe Castle All Weather Pitch, and St Mary’s centre - Clitheroe. RVSC has been running for nearly two years and has been accessed by more than 500 young people, many of these young people have now moved on to other opportunities and this re launch is to try and encourage a new wave of young people to attend and be active at Ribble Valley Sports Club.  

3.
LEISURE AND SPORTS DEVELOPMENT MANAGER

3.1
Indoor Sport Fees and Charges

The fees and charges for Ribblesdale Pool and Longridge Gym were approved at your committee meeting on January 13th.  In light of the introduction of the free swimming programme and minor inaccuracies with respect to specific activity sessions.  The prices listed below are provided for your endorsement from April 2009.

· Leisure Card – Senior Citizen £0.00

· Leisure Card – Standard Junior £0.00

· Junior (under 16) £0.00

· Senior Citizen (over 60) £0.00

As identified in the free swimming report, the government grant to be received from April 2009 will compensate for the income which would normally have been generated.


In order to accommodate Longridge gym users who wish to pay at reception rather than set up a standing order then it is proposed to offer a new monthly gym pass for adults and seniors which is slightly more than the standing order fee from April 1st.


Monthly Fee
Standing Order
Adults  £28.00
      £25.75


Jnr/SC  £18.20           £17.50


It is also proposed to regularise the junior prices in line with senior citizen prices and so the fees proposed are:


Senior Citizens peak 
£2.20


Junior peak

£2.20


Senior Citizen off peak
£2.10


Junior off peak

£2.10

3.2 Longridge Civic Hall – Gym Facility

The official launch of the new partnership arrangement between Longridge Social Enterprise Company, Willows Park Children’s Centre and ourselves took place on Saturday 28 February, and the facilities were at the centre of much media and community interest.

Since relocating, there was initially a sluggish response to uptake in usage but encouragingly the facility over the period since Christmas has shown higher admissions that were generated when it was located at the Sports Centre.








Jan 1st-Mar 5th 08
Jan 1st-Mar 5th 09
Casual Gym Admissions

        
            1265

            1361


Gym Inductions (New Members)


 38

                64

It is also pleasing to report that the Civic Hall Activity programme has developed considerably since the introduction of the Civic Hall Co-ordinator post: (funded as a Ribble Valley SPAA project).  The new activity sessions which now feature in the Main Hall include:

Mon

         
Wed



Fri

Over 50s Keep Fit
Cheerleading


Active Life

Tai Chi


Disco Fit


(in conjunction with 

Tea Dance

Ballroom Dancing

Ribble Valley Lifestyles team)

Judo – Junior

Self Defence for Ladies



           Senior

It is proposed to introduce in the near future a multi-skill activity session on for children with autism attending Hillside School.

4
TOURISM AND ARTS OFFICER
4.1
Ribble Valley Food Trail

The well-publicised and successful Ribble Valley Food Trail is now an award winner. 

It has recently won the Best Rural Enterprise Award in the North West Countryside Alliance Awards. It will now go forward to the national final at the House of Lords on March 18. 

The judges have described the trail as:

"An absolutely brilliant initiative...a very worthy project...the enterprise shown by this initiative is inspiring...should win every award going for its sheer optimism and dedication...tourism and local food are an enterprising match made in heaven!”

It is an absolute honour to be named regional winner in these prestigious awards. 

The Food Trail team hope to follow this up with an entry into the Lancashire and Blackpool Tourist Board Tourism Awards, Best Tourism Experience category, which will be announced later in the year. 

4.2
Ribble Valley Tourism Website
Funding has been awarded to the tourism department to develop a Ribble Valley Tourism Website. The department is currently working with the Council’s IT department in developing and producing this site, ready to be launched in early April 2009. 

Further details of this will be reported at the next meeting. 

4.3
Great Days Out Fair
The tourism department once again attended the annual Great Days Out Fair held at Bolton Arena on Saturday February 7. 

This national event is always well attended by hundreds of specialist group organisers, coach operators and schoolteachers and is a great opportunity to showcase Ribble Valley’s main attractions and activities suitable for groups. 

There were around 120 exhibitors from all over the UK, of which 20 were Lancashire based. It is an important exhibition to be a part as the stand collected over 150 entries to the Prize Draw which was a family pass to the Clitheroe Castle Museum, courtesy of the Lancashire Museums Service Explorer Ticket and a 3 course meal for 4 at the new Bashall Barn Food Visitor Centre. These entries also double as future contacts for the council’s group marketing database.

4.4
Platform Gallery awarded Visit Britain Code of Practice
The Platform Gallery has signed up to the National Code of Practice for Visitor Attractions, an award scheme from Visit Britain.

This Code of practice is a promise from the organisation to offer its customers the best possible facilities and services, including access, promotional materials, and facility information etc. to ensure that their visit meets the appropriate requirements and expectations. Valid for 3 years. 

By holding this award, the Platform Gallery has ensured that it meets the standards and requirements from Visit Britain and will still be included on the Visit Britain website and promotional literature. Attractions and venues that do not hold this award or the Visitor Attractions Quality Assessment Scheme (VAQAS) will be removed from the Visit Britain Website from April 1st, and from Visit Lancashire website from end of September 2009. 

5.
RECOMMENDED THAT COMMITTEE
5.1
Notes the contents of the Report.

5.2
Approves the amendments to fees and charges detailed at 3.1.

JOHN C HEAP

DIRECTOR OF COMMUNITY SERVICES

Background Papers - None 

For further information please contact Chris Hughes 01200 414479
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