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1
PURPOSE

1.1
To request approval to carry out structural alterations to two units at 90 Whalley Road, Clitheroe.

1.2
Relevance to the Council’s ambitions and priorities

· Council Ambitions – To match the supply of housing to meet the identified housing needs.

· Community Objectives – Housing.

· Corporate Priorities – Housing.

· Other Considerations – None.

2
BACKGROUND

2.1
The hostel provides seven units of accommodation.  Flats 1 and 2, the two ground floor units are fully self contained.  Flats 5 and 8 provide family accommodation but have shared bathing facilities and flats 4, 6 and 7 are single or couple accommodation with communal toilet and bathing facilities.  As an authority we are monitored on how long households stay in temporary accommodation and how long families are in non self contained accommodation as a national indicator.

3
ISSUES

3.1
The lack of affordable accommodation in the borough means the length of time households are in temporary is often longer than our target of seven weeks.  As there is only two units of self contained accommodation, households with children or disabilities do have to occupy the units with communal bathing facilities and this situation is not ideal.  

4
PROPOSAL

4.
To increase the number of self contained units by creating a bathroom and installing a walk-in shower unit in flats 5 and 8.  A specification has been compiled by Ribble Valley Homes Technical Officer, Phil Thompson, and tenders have been received.  The lowest tender price is David Johnston - £6,925 plus VAT.

5
RISK ASSESSMENT

5.1
The approval of this report may have the following implications
· Resources – The cost of the proposed improvements to split between the 90, Whalley Rd repair budget and the homelessness prevention budget.

· Technical, Environmental and Legal – the technical costs have been covered by Ribble Valley Homes.
· Political – None.

· Reputation – An additional two self contained units will improve the standard of temporary accommodation.

6
RECOMMENDED THAT COMMITTEE
6.1
Approve the alterations to flats 5 and 6 to create an additional two units that are fully self-contained.

CHIEF EXECUTIVE 

For further information please ask for Rachael Stott

, extension 4567.
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