
RIBBLE VALLEY BOROUGH COUNCIL

REPORT TO 
HEALTH & HOUSING COMMITTEE

                                                                                                                                                                   Agenda Item No.13 

meeting date:
THURSDAY, 19 MARCH 2009

title:
APPLICATION FOR FLOOD PROTECTION GRANTS FOR 
RIBBLE VALLEY HOUSEHOLDERS

submitted by:
DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT SERVICES

principal author:
JAMES RUSSELL – ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH MANAGER

1
PURPOSE

1.1
To be aware of recent grant applications submitted to the Environment Agency for DEFRA funding.

1.2
Relevance to the Council’s ambitions and priorities:

· Council Ambitions – This initiative is linked to the ambition to help make people’s safer and healthier.

· Community Objectives – To promote and support health, environmental, economic and social wellbeing of people who live, work and visit the Ribble Valley.

· Corporate Priorities -  To provide a healthier environmental lifestyle.

· Other Considerations – The securing of available funding on behalf of local “at risk” residents.

2
BACKGROUND

2.1
In February, the Council received information from the Environment Agency as to DEFRA funding which is to be made available to householders who are at high risk of flooding and where other flood management solutions are not economical, environmentally or technically viable.

2.2
The funding of £5m is to be made available over the next 2 years, £2m immediately and a further £3m in Autumn 2009.  The funding is to stimulate the supply of independent property specific flood mitigation measures.  Monies to be claimed by the end of March 2011.

3
ISSUES

3.1
The Environment Agency has recently released guidance dated January 2009 and has asked for Local Authorities to submit Expressions of Interest by the 17 March 2009.  This has subsequently been extended further to 25 March.

3.2
Eligibility for funding is dependant upon the following criteria:

· Main use of properties must be residential.

· Flood water (fluvial or surface water) must have entered properties at least once since 1988.

· The area in which the properties are located must have an annual chance of flooding of at least 1:20 (ie 5%).

· There must be little or no prospect of the area concerned benefiting from a community scheme within the foreseeable future.

 3.3
The scheme also refers to the need for active community involvement and engagement as any scheme is more likely to be successful where properties have experienced regular flooding.

3.4
It is intended that applications will be submitted in relation to all four of our flood warning areas namely:

· Ribchester;

· Whalley;

· Low Moor, Clitheroe; and

· Mearley Book, Clitheroe.

3.5
Unfortunately, the guidance does not explain how funding will be distributed and refers to the scheme to be delivered by Local Authorities in partnership with the Environment Agency and Community Groups representing those at risk of flooding.

3.6
Due to the very short lead in time, the issue was discussed with the Chairman of this Committee when it was agreed to continue and submit the necessary applications.

4
RISK ASSESSMENT

4.1
The approval of this report may have the following implications:
· Resources – Unknown at this stage, may have implications if the bid is successful to help distribute grant funding.

· Technical, Environmental and Legal – None.
· Political – This initiative reflects the Council’s commitment to accessing and, where possible, securing funding for the improved safety of Ribble Valley residents living in flood warning areas.

· Reputation – If successful, this can only enhance the Council’s reputation as being pro-active and caring.

5
RECOMMENDED THAT COMMITTEE
5.1
 Note the content of this report.

DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT SERVICES

BACKGROUND PAPERS

1
“Guidance - Government Grants for Local Authorities for Household Level Flood Mitigation” –  Revised January 2009.

For further information please ask for James Russell, on 01200 414466.
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