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1
PURPOSE 

1.1
To inform Committee of relevant issues which have arisen since the last meeting.

1.2
Relevance to the Council’s ambitions and priorities:

· Council Ambitions – The following reports generally relate to the Council’s ambitions to make people’s lives healthier and safer.

2.
CASTLE CEMENT – INCREASED USE OF CHIPPED TYRES

2.1
Castle Cement has been using chipped tyres as an alternative fuel at the Ribblesdale Works for the past 5 years.

2.2
In January, Gary Young, the General Manager, wrote to the Council advising of the Company’s intention to apply to the Environment Agency to increase the maximum amount of chipped tyres that they may burn.  Currently, the maximum is 25% substitution rate and they are seeking to increase this to 40%.  The increase is not expected to result in any change in the emissions from the works.

2.3
The use of chipped tyres in firing a cement kiln is considered to be Best Available Technique for the recovery of waste tyres.  At the temperatures achieved in the kiln system, the tyres are completely consumed.  Organic matter in the tyre is entirely combusted and the inorganic minerals are incorporated in the cement product.  The use of chipped tyres reduces the amount of fossil fuels consumed and the emissions of Carbon Dioxide, the main greenhouse gas, is also reduced.

3
ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH NEWSLETTER

3.1
As part of stakeholder engagement, Environmental Health have produced a newsletter to be included and distributed with the business rate demands.

3.2
The newsletter includes advice on business continuity, duty of care in relation to trade waste, local business enforcement and health and safety advice.

3.3
If successful, a newsletter will be produced and distributed on an annual basis.  A copy is attached as the Appendix to this report for your information.

4
FLUORIDATION UPDATE

4.1
At a recent Local Authority liaison meeting with United Utilities, it was confirmed that in January 2009, United Utilities have been contracted to supply the Strategic Health Authority (SHA) with an optioneering study to implement a fluoridation scheme covering the whole northwest region.

4.2
Currently in the northwest, 265,000 (4%) of the total population of 6.9m receive fluoridated water.  The level of fluoride naturally occurring is below 0.3 parts per million (ppm), this is not sufficient to provide dental protection which requires a dosage of around 1ppm.  The Drinking Water Inspectorate sets a maximum concentration of 1.5ppm.

4.3
It is expected (provisional) that the SHA will carry out its public consultation in whatever form is decided, in September 2009.  The SHA has appointed a Fluoridation Project Director – Leslie Forsyth.

5
NATIONAL RODENT SURVEY 2007/08

5.1
This annual survey has been undertaken since its inception in 1998/99 and is viewed as being the most valuable indication of current urban rat and mouse problems available.  Whilst it is confined to Local Authority treatment data, it is an invaluable resource for everyone concerned with rodent control in our local communities.

5.2
This survey reveals a marked increase in both rat and mouse problems across the UK in 2007/08, completely reversing the welcome decline recorded in 2006/07.

5.3
Altogether, the 80% of UK Local Authorities involved report well over half a million complaints leading to rodent treatments in the year.  Over 90% of Local Authorities reported higher level of rat activity in recent years and just under 80% greater mouse activity levels.

5.4
 Brown rats continue to be our most important national rodent pest, being responsible for nearly three quarters of treatments recorded in 2007/08.  That is over 378,000 total brown rat treatments were up 44% on the previous year and mouse treatments increased by 39%.

5.5
The increase is attributable to a failure to get on top of populations the previous year.  The exceptionally mild winter of 2006/07 meant rats in particular were far less evident around buildings leading to a marked decline in both complaint and treatments and high populations profiting from excellent early summer breeding conditions.

5.6
The increase is thought to be also linked to the progressive introduction of rodent control charges and the associated shift away from area to individual treatment.  Together with the increased accessibility of attractive food sources, through over feeding of garden birds, littering, fly tipping, poorly secured household waste and inadequately sealed compost bins, all contribute to the increased levels experienced.

5.7
In Ribble Valley, we have experienced a relatively constant level of complaints throughout this period which reflects well that we are continuing to control levels within the community.  However, rodent treatments are taking longer to clear and complaints have changed from a definite seasonal autumn/winter peak to becoming a 12-month constant phenomenon. 

6
DISPOSAL OF LOCAL AUTHORITY DOG WASTE

6.1
In December 2008, a letter was sent to Lancashire County Council questioning the rationale for the refusal to accept dog waste in with the general waste from January 2010.

6.2
A reply was duly received which explained that because the waste is to be hand sorted by a PFI Contractor, it will not be possible to continue disposal by this method after this date.

6.3
As a result, an alternative method of disposal will have to be introduced for the dog waste to be kept separate and be taken direct for landfill disposal.  Exact details and costs of this are not yet established and will be reported to Committee in due course.
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