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1
PURPOSE

1.1
To seek Committee’s approval for a scale of charges for use when supplying information as required by The Local Authorities (Charges for Property Searches) Regulations 2008 (The Regulations).

1.2
Relevance to the Council’s ambitions and priorities:

· Council Ambitions - 
}


· Community Objectives - 
}

· Corporate Priorities -  
}

· Other Considerations - 
}

2
BACKGROUND

2.1
The regulations came into force on 23 December 2008.  The purpose of the regulations is to ensure that local authorities provide access to all the information required to complete a property search (currently through use of the CON29 form known as a full search) at the same rate of charge to individuals, private search companies etc.  The Council has to set a charge for each component of a full search (ie the information to answer each question).

2.2
Local authorities are permitted to charge a reasonable fee for providing this information, the fee is to be based on the cost of maintaining and accessing the information.

2.3
The regulations were accompanied by guidance provided by The Department for Communities and Local Government as to how to calculate the cost base for the charges.

2.4
The regulations do not affect the setting of fees for full searches or personal searches.

3
ISSUES

3.1
The Council’s Senior Accountant has carried out calculations to form the basis of charging for answering each question.  The staff involved in answering the questions kept time records for a period to establish the amount of time spent by each department on answering each question.  These details were then used to calculate the total cost of answering each question, taking into account the factors set out in the guidance.

3.2
The result of the costings exercise is set out at Appendix 1, with the charges shown in the columns headed Unit Costs 2009/2010, the left hand column shows the individual cost per question, with the total for CON29 enquiries and CON29 additional enquiries in the right hand column.

3.3
Details of the Council’s charges for 2009/10 have to be published, together with supporting information as to estimates of costs and volumes.

4
RISK ASSESSMENT

4.1
The approval of this report may have the following implications:

· Resources – N/A

· Technical, Environmental and Legal – The Council has a legal duty to make the information available, and is also able to charge providing those charges are calculated in accordance with the guidance which has been issued.

· Political – N/A

· Reputation – N/A
5
RECOMMENDED THAT COMMITTEE
5.1
Agree to implement the charges as set out in Appendix 1, referred to at paragraph 3.2 above.

LEGAL SERVICES MANAGER 

For further information please ask for 

Diane Rice, extension 4418.

DECISION





The Council aims to be a well-managed Council providing efficient services.  Ensuring the cost of providing those services relates to costs incurred supports this aim.
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