	MINUTE NUMBERS 797 



Minutes of Community Committee

Meeting Date:

7 March 2006 starting at 7.00pm

Present:

Councillor R J Thompson (Chairman)

Councillors:


In attendance: Director of Community Services. Street Scene Manager, 
Environmental Health Manager, Community and Development Manager, Waste 
Management Officer.

Also in attendance: Councillor A Knox.

The Chairman informed Committee of the recent death of Peter Redpath, a former Leader of this Council.  A minutes silence was observed.

775
APOLOGIES

There were no apologies.

776
MINUTES

The minutes of the meetings held on 10 January 2006 and 17 January 2006 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

777
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest at the meeting.

778
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Mr Gradwell, a cabin holder on the market, expressed the general view of the market traders that the large open spread of the stalls, many of which are vacant, was making the market appear to be less attractive and that they were missing out on custom. He felt that the market would benefit from the open stalls being moved closer together.

Mrs Stirland informed Committee that the petition that had been handed in with regard to the open stalls being moved was incomplete.  She felt that as the market traders had been involved with the market design when it was done, there was no problem with the stall positions but that the problem was with markets everywhere.

779
REPORT OF THE COUNTY SURVEYOR 

The Area Surveyor (East) submitted a report for Committee’s information on various maintenance works which had been completed or were in progress during the current financial year.

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

780
ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH SERVICE PLAN 2006/07

The Environmental Health Manager submitted a report for Committee to consider and approve the final stage of the Environmental Health Service Plan 2006/07.  He drew Committee’s attention to the contents of Sections 6.5, 9, 12, 15 and 19 which set out the service achievements and improvements during the previous financial year and also listed the proposals for the forthcoming year within available resources.  He was pleased to report that no formal complaints made against the delivery of the service.

RESOLVED:
That Committee

1.
noted the production of the Environmental Health Service Plan 2006/07; and

2.
approved the document for implementation in the next financial year within available resources.

781
CEMETERY SERVICE PLAN 2006/07

The Environmental Health Manager submitted a report asking Committee to consider and approve the final stage of the Cemetery Service Plan 2006/07.  He drew Committee’s attention to the contents of Sections 8, 12 and 14 which set out the service improvements achieved during the previous financial year and also listed the proposals for the forthcoming year within available resources.  He was pleased to report that there had been no formal complaints against the delivery of this service. 

RESOLVED:
That Committee 

1.
noted the production of the Cemetery Service Plan 2006/07; and

2.
approved the document for implementation in the next financial year within available resources.

782
CLITHEROE MARKET SERVICE PLAN 2006/07

The Environmental Health Manager submitted a report asking Committee to consider and approve the final stage of the Clitheroe Market Service Plan 2006/07.  He drew Committee’s attention to the contents of Sections 9, 10, 13 and 15 which set out the service improvements achieved during the previous financial year and also listed the proposals for the forthcoming year within available resources.  He was pleased to report that there had been no formal complaints against the delivery of this service. 

Committee were concerned that we should try and keep the market vibrant so as not to lose it completely and that we should continue to try and gain feedback from market customers.

RESOLVED:
That Committee 

1.
noted the production of the Clitheroe Market Service Plan 2006/07; and

2.
approved the document for implementation in the next financial year within available resources.


783
3 STREAM REFUSE COLLECTION – OPERATIONAL POLICY MATTERS

The Waste Management Officer submitted a report updating Committee on the introduction of a 3 stream refuse collection and recycling collection service to the first target collection round and seeking a decision from Committee in determining the policies relating to the changes to the refuse collection system with the provision of a 3 stream collection service using wheeled bins as the standard container.

He reminded Committee of the background to the introduction of the new system and highlighted various issues which would need to be resolved over the coming months.  These included the “collect all” policy, replacement of lost, stolen or damaged bins and the replacement of the bins at the end of their life.

Councillors were pleased with the initial implementation in the pilot areas but stressed that this was a learning curve and we would need constant feedback in order to adjust the service appropriately.

RESOLVED:
That Committee 

1.
noted the report;

2.
agreed as a temporary measure whilst the outcome of the targeted round is fully evaluated that we should continue to collect excess/side waste, that householders should stand the additional cost of a larger wheeled bin and that householders should pay for replacement bins due to deliberate damage;

3.
provide a sum of around £54,000 per annum in the Council’s budget for replacement bins due to theft and damage; and

4.
agreed to make provision within the Council’s capital programme for the full replacement of the containers once they have reached the end of their useful lives. 

784
MAINTENANCE OF CHILDREN’S PLAY AREAS 2006/07

The Street Scene Manager submitted a report informing Committee of the response of the town and parish councils to their request regarding a contribution being made towards the funding of maintenance of equipment on children’s play areas.  He informed Committee that he had written to four parish and town councils and that they had all replied that they were unable to assist with funds in the current financial year as their precepts had already been fixed.

Committee again discussed the issues surrounding concurrent functions.

RESOLVED:
That Committee acknowledged that for the year 2006/07 town and parish councils were unable to assist with the funding of the maintenance of equipment on the Council’s children’s play areas but that a further letter be sent asking them to reconsider at budget time for the next financial year.

785
CHIPPING CAR PARK AND TOILETS – LEASE OF LAND

The Street Scene Manager reported that negotiations were still ongoing with regard to the lease of land at Chipping Car Park.  He was hopeful of a successful arrangement.

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

786
HIGHWAYS & TRAFFIC MATTERS/ LANCASHIRE LOCALS – REFERRAL FROM O & S (SERVICES)

The Street Scene Manager submitted a report for Committee’s information about a piece or work being done by Overview and Scrutiny (Services) Committee regarding how, in future, highways and traffic matters might be raised with the County Council through the soon to be established Lancashire Locals.

Councillor Knox was given permission to speak on this item.  He felt that this was a way forward for progressing these issues.

RESOLVED:
That a further report be submitted in due course.

787
CAPITAL PROGRAMME 2006/07

The Director of Resources submitted a report on the Capital Programme 2006/07.  Evaluation statements were included for all the schemes in order to monitor the programme as it progresses.

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

788
BOWLAND HIGH SCHOOL – COMMUNITY USE

The Community Development Manager submitted a report informing Committee of the proposed formal arrangement with Bowland High School for co-ordinating community use of the new sports facilities.  Approval was sought for the arrangements which will take effect from 24 April 2006, the commencement of the school summer term.  He informed Committee that there had been a considerable level of interest expressed by potential hirers of the sports hall and discussions had taken place since the very conception of the project as to how the facilities could best be utilised by the community outside of school hours.

The school has accepted that they will be responsible for:

· Ensuring that the facilities are safe to use by members of the public.  This includes the maintenance and repair of facilities and equipment and the routine servicing of the facilities available for community use.

· Arranging appropriate insurance cover for the buildings and public liability.

· The supply of lighting, heating and water and for ensuring that environmental conditions are conducive to customer participation requirements.

· Cleaning of the facilities to ensure that standards are maintained in line with service standards.

· Identifying the hours outside of school use when the facilities are available to the community on a long term basis for a fixed charge which the school have advised us will be £15 per hour.

The Council will be responsible for:

· Provision of a site supervisor to oversee use of the facilities during out of school hours – the duties will include first aid support, opening and closing of the facilities, setting up of equipment as determined by programme needs, customer support and the surveillance whilst in attendance to safeguard against misuse of the facilities.

· Co-ordination of bookings and receipt of income in relation to community use of the facilities through pre-payment and small amounts of cash received at the time of casual use.

· Ensuring that all staff delivering organised sports coaching instruction sessions as part of the community use programme meet minimum standards of qualifications in relation to the sports governing body guidance and for arranging CRS clearance for all those staff working on site.

RESOLVED:
That Committee accept the basis for arranging community use of the school facilities and that a formal agreement be prepared and signed by both parties.

789
RECREATION, CULTURE AND SPORTING EXCELLENCE GRANTS

The Community Development Manager submitted a report asking Committee to endorse the recommendations of the working group regarding the grant applications for recreation, culture and sporting excellence.  Requests for funding in recreational and culture grants had been significantly higher than the grant aid available and the working group had, therefore, had to stick rigidly to guidelines and adopt some prioritisation to ensure that certain projects were given sufficient funds rather than merely providing a token gesture to all applicants.

RESOLVED:
That Committee endorse the recommendations of the working group attached in appendix to these minutes.

790
CLITHEROE CASTLE & MUSEUM LOTTERY PROJECT

The Community Development Manager submitted a report informing Committee on the progress with this scheme.  He reported that as we do not have the specialist knowledge in house we would need to appoint a projects manager to help with the development phase of the project.  Architects would also need to be engaged to develop the detailed plans.

He reminded Committee that although we have been offered a significant grant there is still a shortfall of around £750,000 with the total scheme cost and that officers have identified possible sources of funding to bridge the gap and have already started submitting applications to appropriate bodies.

RESOLVED:
That Committee 

1.
noted the contents of the report and endorsed the continued arrangement with Brock Carmichael Associates as architects for the next stage of the project; and

2.
delegate acceptance of the project management tender to the Director of Community Services in consultation with the Chairman and Vice Chairman of Committee.

791
PANOPTICONS PROJECT

The Community Development Manager submitted a report updating Committee on the progress in identifying a site for a Ribble Valley Panopticon.  He reminded Committee of the background to this issue and informed them of a recent public meeting that had taken place in Chatburn with regard to the proposed siting of a Panopticon near Old Road.  He informed Committee that there had been a lot of resistance to this project in Chatburn and gave them options for the way forward.  

Some members of Committee were concerned that people in the affected area should be listened to whilst others felt that further work identifying alternative options should be carried out before the project was completely written off.

RESOLVED:
That Committee agreed to abandon the Chatburn Panoptocon project.

792
PLATFORM GALLERY CURATORIAL DEVELOPMENT WITH THE ARTS COUNCIL OF ENGLAND

The Arts Development Officer submitted a report for Committee’s information on her experiences visiting South Asia.

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

793
FUTURE FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES

The Community Development Manager submitted a report informing Committee of two projects which would generate significant inward investment for cultural activities over the next three years.  He informed Committee that in due course a working group would be needed to move these projects forward.

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

794
LANCASHIRE WASTE STRATEGY

The Director of Community Services reported that the issue of increased costs on the PFI contract had been the subject of a recent Chief Executive’s meeting but that the briefing note requested from the Lancashire County Council officers had not yet been done.

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

795
GENERAL REPORT OF DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT SERVICES 

The General report of the Director of Development Services was submitted for Committee’s information.  It included an update on Castle Cement, the receipt of a petition for Clitheroe Market, regulatory services champion, dog waste bin sponsorship and the request for annual contributions to the operation of Clitheroe Cemetery.

The petition received from the Clitheroe Market Traders was in relation to the repositioning of the market stalls.   It was felt that the whole issue of the market needed to be considered and as such a working group would be set up to do this in due course, whilst recognising it was not an immediate priority.

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

796
EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC

RESOLVED:
That by nature of the next item of business being exempt information under Categories 7 and 9 of Schedule 12A of the Local Government Act 1972 the press and public be now excluded from the public.

797
LONGRIDGE DUAL USE

The Community Development Manager submitted a report updating Committee with the progress in the negotiations with the dual use agreement at Longridge Sports Centre.  He outlined the current situation with regard to the synthetic pitch, CCTV and the fitness room and highlighted the issues yet to be resolved.  

RESOLVED:
That Committee 

1.
delegate to officers the generation of a realistic and acceptable programme for the transfer of activities away from Longridge Sports Centre and for the introduction of the new management arrangements.

The meeting closed at 9.50pm.

If you have any queries on these minutes please contact John Heap (414461).
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