	MINUTE NUMBERS



Minutes of Overview and Scrutiny (Resources) Committee
Meeting Date:

Thursday, 7 October 2004 starting at 7pm

Present:


Councillor J S Taylor (Chairman)

Councillors:


In attendance: Director of Finance, Policy Development Officer. 

Also in attendance: Councillor C J Holtom.

423
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence from the meeting were submitted on behalf of Councillors D Bailey, D Berryman, M Fielding, A Knox and M Robinson. 

424
MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting held on 12 August 2004 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

425
HYNDBURN & RIBBLE VALLEY PRIMARY CARE TRUST

The Chairman introduced Mark Wilkinson - Chief Executive, and Janette Coleman -  Director of Finance of the Hyndburn & Ribble Valley Primary Care Trust, who would talk to Committee about the role and remit of the PCT and its current budget. 

Mark outlined the area covered by Hyndburn & Ribble Valley PCT and reminded Members that its area was not coterminous with the Borough Council's boundaries as it did not cover Longridge, Ribchester and Chipping and the south western wards of the borough.  He outlined the main work areas which were GPs, pharmacy, dentistry and community hospitals at both Accrington Victoria and Clitheroe.  

He detailed the numbers of GPs, patient consultations and patient prescriptions.  He commented that the PCT had been awarded a 3 star status in its recent review which placed it in the top 15% of PCTs across England. 

He informed Members about the new GP contracts, single assessment pilot, musculoskeletal service, the Patients Advisory and Liaison Service and the Patients Forum. 

Janette then gave information about the current year’s budget which was £111m and was increasing by 10% year on year.  She gave a breakdown of the main areas of spending and explained how the shortfall in budgets of £1.1m would be funded.  She highlighted a number of developments such as improvements in coronary heart disease, cancer and mental health services as well as the Lift Initiative and improving dental services within the NHS.   Details were given of the GP prescribing budgets and for the two community hospitals.  She also provided figures on life expectancy of males and females within the two Boroughs.  

Members then asked a number of questions on the success of the PCT, whether that success had brought monetary rewards and whether any longer term financial planning was available.  

Councillor Holtom made particular reference to the Lift Initiative, which was administered by the Hyndburn & Ribble Valley PCT but looked at health initiatives across east Lancashire.  In Ribble Valley terms our main project was the potential re-siting of Clitheroe health centre. 

The issue of NHS dental care was also discussed and the extra resources which were being committed to it.  Other issues discussed were the problems with the coterminous between the PCT and Borough Council boundaries and the flu vaccine situation.  

RESOLVED:
That Mark and Janette be thanked for their informative and interesting discussion. 

426
OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY MANAGEMENT PANEL AT LANCASHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL 

The Policy Development Officer reported that Lancashire County Council had written inviting two councillors to attend a panel meeting to be held on 17 December 2004 at County Hall, Preston to help forge stronger links between the County and Districts on overview and scrutiny matters.   The Chairman had already indicated his willingness to attend.

RESOLVED:
That Councillors Taylor and Ross plus the Policy Development Officer be authorised to attend this meeting.

427
STAFF ABSENCES

The Chairman reported that, whilst he had hoped to be able to present a report to Committee on staff absences to this meeting, this had proved difficult because of the recent management restructure. 

RESOLVED:
That a report on staff absences be presented to the next meeting of this Committee. 

428
LANCASHIRE HEALTH EQUALITIES OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY COMMITTEE

Councillor Ross reported on recent meetings which he had attended and highlighted a number of issues:-

· Lancashire Ambulance Service – 3 star status and centre of excellence

· NHS direct and its success which was rolled out nationwide

· Best Value reviews for people with disability, learning difficulties etc 

· Strategic Improvement Plan

· East Lancashire Partnership Health Forum and the Lift Project

RESOLVED:
That Councillor Ross be thanked for his talk and the relevant documents be placed in the Members Room. 

The meeting closed at 8.30pm 

If you have any queries on these minutes please contact Bill Alker, ext 4412. 
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