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1
PURPOSE

1.1
To inform Committee about the key changes in the planning appeal process that come into effect on 6 April 2009.

1.2
Relevance to the Council’s ambitions and priorities

· Council Ambitions – No specific ambition can be linked to this document.

· Community Objectives – Would assist in providing a more efficient service by having a speedier outcome. 

· Corporate Priorities - Would assist in providing a more efficient service by having a speedier outcome. 

· Other Considerations – None.

2
INFORMATION

2.1
Following on from various consultation documents notably the planning white paper, “Planning for a sustainable future” May 2007 and the accompanying consultation paper improving the appeal process in the planning system, the government has introduced various changes to the appeal process.  It is considered that the changes make it more proportionate, customer focused and efficient whilst maintaining the principle for fairness, openness and impartiality.

2.2
The proposed changes were included in the Planning Act 2008 and in the regulations that will come into force in April 2009.  

2.3
The main changes are the following:

· The Planning Inspectorate will use powers under Section 319A of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 to determine the appeal procedure to be followed for all planning and enforcement cases.  This means they can insist on written representations in certain cases which may speed up the determination of some appeals.

· A new expedited process for householder appeals has been set up.  This is known as the householder appeal service.  Some of the changes as a result of this include the need to alter the various neighbour notification letters and statutory notices.

· The Householder appeal process has reduced the time limit to make an appeal from  six months to 12 weeks.

· The ability to apply for costs on planning appeals and other planning procedures via the written representations.  Until these changes, it has only been possible to apply for costs under the planning inquiry or hearing method of appeal with the exception of enforcement appeals.

· Amendments to the Hearing and Inquiries rule to remove the nine week written comments stage.  All parties will still have the opportunity at the hearing or inquiry event itself to make additional comments.

· Amendments to the inquiries rule to require the submission of a statement on the grounds of six weeks after an appeal start date rather than currently the four week period before the inquiry event itself.

2.4
As a result of these changes, my department will need to alter the neighbour notification letters and some statutory adverts to advise people of the application process.

2.5
It is important to note that there may be a need for more details to be given if Planning and Development overturn a householder application as there will be no opportunity for the Council to make additional comments on any subsequent planning appeals. 

3
CONCLUSION

3.1
I welcome any changes that will speed up the appeal process and consider that many of the alterations will do this at little cost to the Council or appellants.  The reduction in time to make an appeal on household applications would give more certainty to adjacent residents on the outcome of a proposal. 

4
RISK ASSESSMENT

4.1
The approval of this report may have the following implications

· Resources – Some additional works which can be accommodated by existing duties. 

· Technical, Environmental and Legal – None.

· Political – None.

· Reputation – None.

5
RECOMMENDED THAT COMMITTEE
5.1
 Note the report.

DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT SERVICES 

BACKGROUND PAPERS

1
Planning for a sustainable future, published May 2007.

For further information please ask for John Macholc
, extension 4502. 
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