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1
MATTER FOR CONSIDERATION

1.1
To receive an update on the consultation process to date on the Draft Ribble Valley Economic Strategy.

1.2
Relevance to the Council’s ambitions and priorities:

· Council Ambitions – The issues covered in this report relate to the Council ambitions to protect and enhance the existing environmental quality of the area.

· Community Objectives – The matter covered in this report will contribute to the objectives of a sustainable economy and thriving market towns.

· Corporate Priorities – The report seeks to ensure delivery of services to all.

· Other Considerations – None.

2.1 
BACKGROUND

2.2 Following the meeting of the RVBC Planning & Development Committee on the 18th December 2008, members agreed that the draft Ribble Valley Economic Strategy would go out to public consultation to enable local stakeholders and, in particular the private sector to comment on any issues contained within the document.

2.1 INFORMATION

2.1 Since early January feedback has been received from both a number of individuals and organisations, either by general comments on the document (welcoming the general approach) to more specific comments, points and suggestions in relation to specific topics (transport, parking issues, business development, access to broadband for example), and in carrying out the consultation, RVBC is following current recognised good practice in terms of national and regional Government guidelines, including meeting with local groups and bodies such as Chambers of Trade and the Longridge Business Group for example.

2.2 Due to the high level of interest the document has generated, it has been proposed to further extend the consultation deadline until Thursday 9th April 2009, and to take account of the comments received throughout this, close work will then take place with lead partners to draft the final economic strategy, which will further be submitted to the Planning & Development Committee for final endorsement. The extended deadline has been publicised on the Council’s web site and a press release has been issued.

2.3 The key objectives for the extended consultation are to further ensure that partners and stakeholders are:

· Clearly informed about the draft regional economic strategy and the consultation process.

· Given meaningful opportunities to comment on the Draft Economic Strategy and its proposals.

· Committed to supporting, leading or contributing to the delivery of the strategy and its actions.

2.4 An Economic Strategy for Ribble Valley will be a means of providing clarity and detail on the Council’s local economic aims and objectives as well as the intended actions to deliver on economic well being in Ribble Valley. It would guide the council in setting its own service plans and resources, as well as providing a framework for partnership working, supporting and influencing the strategies, priorities and the resource allocation of others operating in the field of economic development across Ribble Valley and the wider region.
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