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1.
PURPOSE

            To report on the recent initial stages of selecting sites for a variety of minerals and waste

            facilities within Lancashire and inform members of the recent adoption of the finalised 

            Lancashire Minerals and Waste Core Strategy.

1.2
Relevance to the Council’s ambitions and priorities:

· Council Ambitions – The development of new Mineral and Waste policies will affect the future development and treatment of mineral related sites within the borough and the development and location of waste treatment facilities in the future.  These have relevance to the following Council ambitions:


Ambition One: To make people’s lives safer and healthier by enabling the construction of important waste treatment facilities.


Ambition Two: To protect and enhance the existing environmental quality of the area by guiding the development of mineral and waste facilities into sites which will minimise their impact on the local environment.

· Community Objectives – Maintain, protect and enhance natural and built features that contribute to the quality of the environment. Promote waste minimisation and reduction through recycling and reducing waste generation.

· Corporate Priorities – To provide a high quality environment, to conserve our countryside, the natural beauty of the area and enhance our built environment

· Other Considerations – Lancashire County Council has a statutory duty to prepare a Minerals and Waste Local Development Framework. RVBC has the opportunity through various phases of this process to make its views known on important planning policy documents.

2.
BACKGROUND

2.1 The new approach to development plans introduced by the Planning and Compulsory

            Purchase Act 2004 requires the relevant bodies (in this case the County Council, in

            conjunction with Blackburn with Darwen and Blackpool Councils) to develop plans and

            strategies relating to the future development of mineral extraction, treatment and

            associated issues and the treatment, processing and associated issues related to

            domestic and other waste products within the County.   These new plans will replace the

            current planning policies contained within documents such as the Joint Lancashire

            Structure Plan and the Lancashire Minerals and Waste Local Plan.

2.2 The new Lancashire level plan will be called the Minerals and Waste Development 

Framework (MWDF).  It will contain a number of documents, the first of which is the Core Strategy which contains general policies.  This was the subject of Reports to

members in February and November 2008, the February report including an objection to 

parts of the draft document, which was presented to the Planning Inspectorate at a public examination last year.  The Inspector upheld a part of this objection and instructed that the document be amended.  These binding amendments have been made and the finalised version, as was reported to members in November, is shortly to be adopted.  It will influence development to 2021. 

            Site Specific Policy and Land Allocations

2.3 Following the finalisation of the Core Strategy the planning process is moving on to

            produce a Site Specific Policies and Allocations Development Plan Document (DPD)

           and a Development Management Policies DPD.  Together these will ultimately define the 

           criteria that will be used to identify various sites that can provide a variety of mineral 

           resources and handle a variety of waste facilities, the sites themselves and the planning 

           policies which will be used to manage their development, as required by National

           Planning Statements and the Regional Spatial Strategy.  

2.4 The process of developing these documents began in October 2008 with the various

relevant bodies defining the scope of the documents and testing appraisal 

methodologies.  It has now reached the stage of facilitated consultations with

stakeholders, including this authority, to begin to agree the general principles for policy making prior to more formal consultations on both policies and sites in the autumn.  These initial consultations are in the form of a series of workshops. One of these was attended by a member of the forward planning team on March 17th and informal general comments were made.  Further comments on these general issues can be made until 10th April via a questionnaire also available on the dedicated Minerals and Waste Strategy website (for address see 2.7 below). 

2.5 Another, parallel, part of the process of developing these documents has been a “call for

           sites” by the relevant bodies to begin the process of creating a pool of potential mineral

           and waste sites.  It should be emphasised that this process involves both the planning

           bodies themselves and any other parties, including landowners, putting forward, 

           sometimes on a speculative basis, a variety of sites for consideration.  This is a common

           part of the wider planning process and, for instance, is also a part of the definition of 

           potential housing sites. The acceptance of these sites into the process is not subject of

           any formal pre-selection process and their acceptance should not be seen to mean that 

           they will be selected.  The process outlined above in 2.3 and 2.4 is the beginning of the

           process by which these call sites will be ultimately judged.   These criteria will also

           be used to judge any other sites which may emerge for consideration during the plan

           period, ie to 2021.

2.6 In Ribble Valley’s case the call has produced two potential sites.  The first, called Cuttock Clough, involves proposed significant quarrying for gritstone to the south and east of the current Waddington Fell operation.   It has not been put forward by the current Waddington Fell quarry operator but a representative of the landowner of the site in question.   

2.7 The second site is named Horrocksbank Farm, west of the Castle Cement Works off West  Bradford Road.  The proposal is for it to be a waste site used for composting.  It is currently used for this purpose. Information on both sites, including maps of the sites, and the wider site allocations consultation process mentioned above is in the public domain and available on the Lancashire County Council Minerals and Waste website http://www.lancashire.gov.uk/environment/lmwlp/consultation.asp

2.8 This at present is where the process lies.  More formal consultation will begin by the relevant bodies in the autumn on both the draft policy criteria, taking into account the initial comments mentioned above, and on any initial views the relevant bodies may have on the potential sites that have been submitted so far, including the sites mentioned above.
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For further information please ask for Phil Dagnall, extension 4570.

BACKGROUND PAPERS:

1. Managing Our Waste and Natural Resources.  Joint Lancashire Minerals and Waste

      Development Framework Core Strategy DPD.  Lancashire County Council, Blackburn

      with Darwen and Blackpool Borough Council, February 2009.  Available on

      www.lancsmwdf.com and at Ribble Valley Borough Council’s Planning reception.

2. Also various documents associated with the Site Allocations process and the above

      document are available at Planning Reception
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