	



          Minutes of Meeting of the Council

Meeting Date:

Tuesday, 10 March 2009 starting at 6.30pm


Present:

Councillor J B Hill (Chairman)

Councillors:


In attendance:  Chief Executive, Director of Resources, Director of Community Services, Director of Development Services. Financial Services Manager, HR Manager and Legal Services Manager.

873

APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence from the meeting were submitted on behalf of Councillors J E Alcock, M Barrett, G Geldard, S Hore, C Punchard, J Rogerson, D Smith and J S Taylor

874

PRAYERS

The Mayor’s Chaplain, the Reverend Dr Sowerbutts, opened the meeting with prayers. 

875

DECLARATION OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest. 

876

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

There were no items of public participation.

877

Council MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 16 December 2008 were confirmed as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

878

MAYORAL COMMUNICATIONS

The Mayoral communications were received and noted.

879

RIBBLE VALLEY STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIP

The Chairman of the Ribble Valley Strategic Partnership (RVSP), Rupert Swarbrick, gave a presentation updating members on the work of the Partnership.  He provided the background to the formation of the Partnership and the statutory duty to create a sustainable community strategy for the Borough.  He explained that the strategy was designed to be an ‘over arching document’ to set the vision and direction for all service delivery organisations within the Borough and working in partnership, eg Council, voluntary organisations, health, police etc.  He outlined the key themes within the strategy – People, Places and Prosperity and explained the areas of activity which each theme focussed on.  Mr Swarbrick responded to questions from members.  The Mayor thanked Mr Swarbrick for his informative presentation.  

880

CONSULTATIONS WITH REPRESENTATIVES OF NON DOMESTIC RATE 


PAYERS 

Consideration was given to the written report of the Director of Resources referring to a meeting which had taken place with representatives of non domestic rate payers on the Council’s budget proposals.  The meeting has been attended by Mr Atherton of Whalley Chamber of Trade.  Approval of the report was proposed by Councillor E M H Ranson and seconded by Councillor R Sherras.

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

881

BUDGET 2009/2010

Consideration was given to the written report of the Director of Resources concerning the budget for 2009/2010 and the setting of the different amounts of Council Tax for different parts of the Council’s area where special items applied (Parish Precepts).  

Enclosed with the report was the budget summary for the financial year 2009/2010 which contained details of revenue and capital requirements.  Approval of the budget proposals as contained in the report were proposed by Councillor E M H Ranson and seconded by Councillor R Sherras.  Councillor A Knox proposed the following amendment to the recommendation:

· That the inflation rate be set at 0.5% for costs.

· That member allowances be frozen.

· That an extra £25,000 be allocated for street cleansing.

· That £5,425 be allocated for Christmas lights.

The amendment was then debated. The amendment was seconded by Councillor J S Sutcliffe.  A vote was taken and the amendment was lost.  

RESOLVED:
That the Council 

1.
approve the following submitted by the Policy and Finance Committee and included in the summary budget book:

(a)
the revised revenue estimates for 2008/2009 and the revenue estimates for 2009/2010;




(b)
the revised capital programme for 2008/2009;




(c)
the capital programme for 2009/2010;

(d)
the amended forward programme for 2010/2013 and also new schemes for 2009/2014 subject to officers and the Budget Working Group reassessing the entire capital programme and examining the resources available to produce an affordable and achievable programme.  

2.
approve the prudential indicators, borrowing limits and MRP policy statement as set out in Annex 1 of the report;  and

3.
note that the Director of Resources had determined the following amounts for 2009/2010, in accordance with regulations made under Section 33(5) of the Local Government Finance Act 1992:  

(a)
£22,342 being the amount calculated by the Council in accordance with Regulation 3 of the Local Authorities (Calculation of Council Tax Base) Regulation 2003, as its Council tax base for the year;

b)
Part of the Council's area:

	Aighton, Bailey & Chaigley
	439

	Balderstone
	198

	Bashall Eaves, Great Mitton & Little Mitton
	196

	Billington & Langho
	2,131

	Bolton by Bowland, Gisburn Forest & Sawley
	477

	Bowland Forest (High)
	59

	Bowland Forest (Low)
	84

	Bowland with Leagram
	82

	Chatburn
	396

	Chipping
	485

	Clayton le Dale
	519

	Clitheroe
	5,135

	Dinckley
	40

	Downham
	55

	Dutton
	101

	Gisburn
	210

	Grindleton
	358

	Horton
	43

	Hothersall
	74

	Longridge
	2,736

	Mearley
	8

	Mellor
	1,018

	Newsholme
	20

	Newton
	149

	Osbaldeston
	107

	Paythorne
	43

	Pendleton
	106

	Ramsgreave
	287

	Read
	562

	Ribchester
	659

	Rimington & Middop
	222

	Sabden
	517

	Salesbury
	180

	Simonstone
	509

	Slaidburn & Easington
	151

	Thornley with Wheatley
	155

	Twiston
	33

	Waddington
	449

	West Bradford
	371

	Whalley 
	1,469

	Wilpshire
	1,009

	Wiswell
	459

	Worston
	41

	
	22,342


being the amounts calculated by the Council, in accordance with Regulation 6 of the regulations, as the amounts of its council tax base for the year for dwellings in those parts of its area to which one or more special items relate.

4.
calculate the following amounts for 2009/10, in accordance with Sections 32 to 36 of the Local Government and Finance Act 1992:

	a)
	£25,078,400
	Being the aggregate of the amounts which the Council estimates for the items set out in Section 32(2) (a) to (e) of the Act;



	b)
	£17,656,560
	Being the aggregate of the amounts which the Council estimates for the items set out in Section 32(3) (a) to (c) of the Act;



	c)
	£7,421,840
	Being the amount by which the aggregate at 4(a) above exceeds the aggregate at 4(b) above, calculated by the Council in accordance with Section 32(4) of the Act as its budget requirement for the year;



	d)
	£3,987,118
	Being the aggregate of the sums which the Council estimates will be payable for the year into its general fund in respect of redistributed non domestic rates and revenue support grant and reduced by the amount which the Council estimates will be transferred in the year to its collection fund from its general fund pursuant to the collection fund directions under Sections 97(3) (council tax surplus);

	e)
	£153.73
	Being the amount at 4(c) above less the amount at 4(d) above all divided by the amount at 3(a) above, calculated by the Council in accordance with Section 33(1) of the Act as the basic amount of council tax for the year;



	f)
	£367,952
	Being the aggregate amount of all special items referred to in Section 34(1) of the Act;



	g)
	£137.26
	Being the amount at 4(e) above less the result given by dividing the amount at 4(f) above by the amount at 3(a) above, calculated by the Council in accordance with Section 34(2) of the Act as the basic amount of its council tax for the year for dwellings in those parts of its area to which no special item relates;


h)
Parts of the Council's area:

	
	B and D

£

	Aighton, Bailey & Chaigley
	148.08

	Balderstone
	143.83

	Bashall Eaves, Great Mitton & Little Mitton
	142.69

	Billington & Langho
	147.58

	Bolton by Bowland, Gisburn Forest & Sawley
	156.13

	Bowland Forest Higher
	166.62

	Bowland Forest Lower
	151.55

	Bowland with Leagram
	147.02

	Chatburn
	162.11

	Chipping
	151.86

	Clayton le Dale
	141.11

	Clitheroe
	156.41

	Dutton
	150.13

	Gisburn
	156.31

	Grindleton
	158.21

	Hothersall
	147.40

	Longridge
	159.32

	Mellor
	151.99

	Newton
	154.04

	Osbaldeston
	144.27

	Pendleton
	148.58

	Ramsgreave
	143.18

	Read
	149.72

	Ribchester
	149.01

	Rimington & Middop
	153.03

	Sabden
	165.50

	Salesbury
	147.26

	Simonstone
	151.80

	Slaidburn & Easington
	148.85

	Thornley with Wheatley
	146.94

	Waddington
	162.87

	West Bradford
	152.08

	Whalley 
	159.04

	Wilpshire
	151.14

	Wiswell
	149.24


being the amounts given by adding to the amount at 4(g) above the amounts of the special item relating to dwellings in those parts of the Council's area mentioned above, divided in each case by the amount in 3(b) above, calculated by the Council in accordance with Section 34(3) of the Act as the basic amount of its council tax for dwellings in those parts of its area to which the special item relates;

i)
Part of the Council's area:

	
	VALUATION BANDS

	
	A

£
	B

£
	C

£
	D

£
	E

£
	F

£
	G

£
	H

£

	Aighton, Bailey & Chaigley
	98.72
	115.18
	131.63
	148.08
	180.98
	213.89
	246.80
	296.16

	Balderstone
	95.89
	111.87
	127.85
	143.83
	175.79
	207.75
	239.72
	287.66

	Bashall Eaves, Great Mitton & Little Mitton
	95.13
	110.98
	126.84
	142.69
	174.40
	206.10
	237.82
	285.38

	Billington & Langho
	98.39
	114.79
	131.18
	147.58
	180.37
	213.17
	245.97
	295.16

	Bolton by Bowland, Gisburn Forest & Sawley
	104.09
	121.44
	138.78
	156.13
	190.82
	225.52
	260.22
	312.26

	Bowland Forest Higher
	111.08
	129.60
	148.11
	166.62
	203.64
	240.67
	277.70
	333.24

	Bowland Forest Lower
	101.04
	117.87
	134.71
	151.55
	185.23
	218.90
	252.59
	303.10

	Bowland with Leagram
	98.02
	114.35
	130.69
	147.02
	179.69
	212.36
	245.04
	294.04

	Chatburn
	108.08
	126.09
	144.10
	162.11
	198.13
	234.15
	270.19
	324.22

	Chipping
	101.24
	118.12
	134.99
	151.86
	185.60
	219.35
	253.10
	303.72

	Clayton le Dale
	94.08
	109.75
	125.43
	141.11
	172.47
	203.82
	235.19
	282.22

	Clitheroe
	104.28
	121.65
	139.03
	156.41
	191.17
	225.92
	260.69
	312.82

	Dutton
	100.09
	116.77
	133.45
	150.13
	183.49
	216.85
	250.22
	300.26

	Gisburn
	104.21
	121.58
	138.94
	156.31
	191.04
	225.78
	260.52
	312.62

	Grindleton
	105.48
	123.05
	140.63
	158.21
	193.37
	228.52
	263.69
	316.42

	Hothersall
	98.27
	114.65
	131.02
	147.40
	180.15
	212.91
	245.67
	294.80

	Longridge
	106.22
	123.92
	141.62
	159.32
	194.72
	230.12
	265.54
	318.64

	Mellor
	101.33
	118.22
	135.10
	151.99
	185.76
	219.54
	253.32
	303.98

	Newton
	102.70
	119.81
	136.93
	154.04
	188.27
	222.50
	256.74
	308.08

	Osbaldeston
	96.18
	112.21
	128.24
	144.27
	176.33
	208.39
	240.45
	288.54

	Pendleton
	99.06
	115.56
	132.07
	148.58
	181.60
	214.61
	247.64
	297.16

	Ramsgreave
	95.46
	111.36
	127.27
	143.18
	175.00
	206.81
	238.64
	286.36

	Read
	99.82
	116.45
	133.09
	149.72
	182.99
	216.26
	249.54
	299.44

	Ribchester
	99.34
	115.90
	132.45
	149.01
	182.12
	215.23
	248.35
	298.02

	Rimington & Middop
	102.02
	119.03
	136.03
	153.03
	187.03
	221.04
	255.05
	306.06

	Sabden
	110.34
	128.72
	147.11
	165.50
	202.28
	239.05
	275.84
	331.00

	Salesbury
	98.18
	114.54
	130.90
	147.26
	179.98
	212.70
	245.44
	294.52

	Simonstone
	101.20
	118.07
	134.93
	151.80
	185.53
	219.26
	253.00
	303.60

	Slaidburn & Easington
	99.24
	115.77
	132.31
	148.85
	181.93
	215.00
	248.09
	297.70

	Thornley with Wheatley
	97.96
	114.29
	130.61
	146.94
	179.59
	212.24
	244.90
	293.88

	Waddington
	108.58
	126.68
	144.77
	162.87
	199.06
	235.25
	271.45
	325.74

	West Bradford
	101.39
	118.29
	135.18
	152.08
	185.87
	219.67
	253.47
	304.16

	Whalley 
	106.03
	123.70
	141.37
	159.04
	194.38
	229.72
	265.07
	318.08

	Wilpshire
	100.76
	117.56
	134.35
	151.14
	184.72
	218.31
	251.90
	302.28

	Wiswell
	99.50
	116.08
	132.66
	149.24
	182.40
	215.56
	248.74
	298.48

	All Other Parts of the Council's Area
	91.51
	106.76
	122.01
	137.26
	167.76
	198.26
	228.77
	274.52


being the amounts given by multiplying the amounts at 4(g) and 4(h) by the number which, in proportion set out in Section 5(1) of the Act, is applicable to dwellings listed in a particular valuation band divided by the number which in that proportion is applicable to dwellings listed in valuation band D, calculated by the Council in accordance with Section 36(1) of the Act, as the amounts to be taken into account for the year in respect of categories of dwellings listed in different valuation bands.

5.
note, that for 2009/10 Lancashire County Council has stated the following amount in precepts issued to the Council, in accordance with Section 40 of the Local Government Finance Act 1992, for each of the categories of dwellings shown below.

	Valuation Bands

	A

£
	B

£
	C

£
	D

£
	E

£
	F

£
	G

£
	H

£

	738.87
	862.01
	985.16
	1,108.30
	1,354.59
	1,600.88
	1,847.17
	2,216.60


6.
note, that for 2009/10 Lancashire Police Authority has stated the following amounts in precepts issued to the Council, in accordance with Section 40 of the Local Government Finance Act 1992, for each of the categories of dwellings shown below:

	Valuation Bands

	A

£
	B

£
	C

£
	D

£
	E

£
	F

£
	G

£
	H

£

	94.72
	110.51
	126.29
	142.08
	173.65
	205.23
	236.80
	284.16


7.
note, that for 2009/10 Lancashire Combined Fire Authority has stated the following amounts in precepts issued to the Council, in accordance with Section 40 of the Local Government Finance Act 1992, for each of the categories of dwellings shown below.

	Valuation Bands

	A

£
	B

£
	C

£
	D

£
	E

£
	F

£
	G

£
	H

£

	41.61
	48.54
	55.48
	62.41
	76.28
	90.15
	104.02
	124.82


8.
having calculated the aggregate in each case of the amounts at 4(i), 5, 6 and 7 above, the Council, in accordance with Section 30(2) of the Local Government Finance Act 1992, hereby sets the following amounts as the amounts of council tax for 2009/10 for each of the categories of dwellings shown below:

	
	VALUATION BANDS

	
	A

£
	B

£
	C

£
	D

£
	E

£
	F

£
	G

£
	H

£

	Aighton, Bailey & Chaigley
	973.92
	1,136.24
	1,298.56
	1,460.87
	1,785.50
	2,110.15
	2,434.79
	2,921.74

	Balderstone
	971.09
	1,132.93
	1,294.78
	1,456.62
	1,780.31
	2,104.01
	2,427.71
	2,913.24

	Bashall Eaves, Great Mitton & Little Mitton
	970.33
	1,132.04
	1,293.77
	1,455.48
	1,778.92
	2,102.36
	2,425.81
	2,910.96

	Billington & Langho
	973.59
	1,135.85
	1,298.11
	1,460.37
	1,784.89
	2,109.43
	2,433.96
	2,920.74

	Bolton by Bowland, Gisburn Forest & Sawley
	979.29
	1,142.50
	1,305.71
	1,468.92
	1,795.34
	2,121.78
	2,448.21
	2,937.84

	Bowland Forest (High)
	986.28
	1,150.66
	1,315.04
	1,479.41
	1,808.16
	2,136.93
	2,465.69
	2,958.82

	Bowland Forest (Low)
	976.24
	1,138.93
	1,301.64
	1,464.34
	1,789.75
	2,115.16
	2,440.58
	2,928.68

	Bowland with Leagram
	973.22
	1,135.41
	1,297.62
	1,459.81
	1,784.21
	2,108.62
	2,433.03
	2,919.62

	Chatburn
	983.28
	1,147.15
	1,311.03
	1,474.90
	1,802.65
	2,130.41
	2,458.18
	2,949.80

	Chipping
	976.44
	1,139.18
	1,301.92
	1,464.65
	1,790.12
	2,115.61
	2,441.09
	2,929.30

	Clayton le Dale
	969.28
	1,130.81
	1,292.36
	1,453.90
	1,776.99
	2,100.08
	2,423.18
	2,907.80

	Clitheroe
	979.48
	1,142.71
	1,305.96
	1,469.20
	1,795.69
	2,122.18
	2,448.68
	2,938.40

	Dutton
	975.29
	1,137.83
	1,300.38
	1,462.92
	1,788.01
	2,113.11
	2,438.21
	2,925.84

	Gisburn
	979.41
	1,142.64
	1,305.87
	1,469.10
	1,795.56
	2,122.04
	2,448.51
	2,938.20

	Grindleton
	980.68
	1,144.11
	1,307.56
	1,471.00
	1,797.89
	2,124.78
	2,451.68
	2,942.00

	Hothersall
	973.47
	1,135.71
	1,297.95
	1,460.19
	1,784.67
	2,109.17
	2,433.66
	2,920.38

	Longridge
	981.42
	1,144.98
	1,308.55
	1,472.11
	1,799.24
	2,126.38
	2,453.53
	2,944.22

	Mellor
	976.53
	1,139.28
	1,302.03
	1,464.78
	1,790.28
	2,115.80
	2,441.31
	2,929.56

	Newton
	977.90
	1,140.87
	1,303.86
	1,466.83
	1,792.79
	2,118.76
	2,444.73
	2,933.66

	Osbaldeston
	971.38
	1,133.27
	1,295.17
	1,457.06
	1,780.85
	2,104.65
	2,428.44
	2,914.12

	Pendleton
	974.26
	1,136.62
	1,299.00
	1,461.37
	1,786.12
	2,110.87
	2,435.63
	2,922.74

	Ramsgreave
	970.66
	1,132.42
	1,294.20
	1,455.97
	1,779.52
	2,103.07
	2,426.63
	2,911.94

	Read
	975.02
	1,137.51
	1,300.02
	1,462.51
	1,787.51
	2,112.52
	2,437.53
	2,925.02

	Ribchester
	974.54
	1,136.96
	1,299.38
	1,461.80
	1,786.64
	2,111.49
	2,436.34
	2,923.60

	Rimington & Middop
	977.22
	1,140.09
	1,302.96
	1,465.82
	1,791.55
	2,117.30
	2,443.04
	2,931.64

	Sabden
	985.54
	1,149.78
	1,314.04
	1,478.29
	1,806.80
	2,135.31
	2,463.83
	2,956.58

	Salesbury
	973.38
	1,135.60
	1,297.83
	1,460.05
	1,784.50
	2,108.96
	2,433.43
	2,920.10

	Simonstone
	976.40
	1,139.13
	1,301.86
	1,464.59
	1,790.05
	2,115.52
	2,440.99
	2,929.18

	Slaidburn & Easington
	974.44
	1,136.83
	1,299.24
	1,461.64
	1,786.45
	2,111.26
	2,436.08
	2,923.28

	Thornley with Wheatley
	973.16
	1,135.35
	1,297.54
	1,459.73
	1,784.11
	2,108.50
	2,432.89
	2,919.46

	Waddington
	983.78
	1,147.74
	1,311.70
	1,475.66
	1,803.58
	2,131.51
	2,459.44
	2,951.32

	West Bradford
	976.59
	1,139.35
	1,302.11
	1,464.87
	1,790.39
	2,115.93
	2,441.46
	2,929.74

	Whalley 
	981.23
	1,144.76
	1,308.30
	1,471.83
	1,798.90
	2,125.98
	2,453.06
	2,943.66

	Wilpshire
	975.96
	1,138.62
	1,301.28
	1,463.93
	1,789.24
	2,114.57
	2,439.89
	2,927.86

	Wiswell
	974.70
	1,137.14
	1,299.59
	1,462.03
	1,786.92
	2,111.82
	2,436.73
	2,924.06

	All Other Parts of the Council's Area
	966.71
	1,127.82
	1,288.94
	1,450.05
	1,772.28
	2,094.52
	2,416.76
	2,900.10


882

LEADER’S REPORT AND QUESTION TIME

The Leader began by considering the impact of the current credit crunch on life in the Borough.  He noted that the Borough had witnessed a string of disappointing but unsurprising announcements of redundancies, there were empty shops on the high streets and there had been a notable downturn in activity generally throughout the Borough.  He reported that the Council’s Revenue and Benefits Section were much busier as were the Housing Department.  The Leader believed that the Council had the organisation to cope with all the demands that were placed upon it in the current circumstances.  However, he did caution that the Council would have to maintain control over salary increases in the coming year.  He reminded members that the Council had already absorbed job evaluation costs of £250,000 per annum, equal pay claims were still to be settled, and in the last week the Arbitration Panel on National Pay Negotiations had awarded Local Government staff an additional 0.03% on their pay award resulting in a final settlement of 2.75%.  

The Leader was pleased to report that in the budget process the Council had agreed to employ four modern apprentices in the coming year.  

The Leader went on to remind members that the Multi Area Agreement (MAA) had been signed in January.  He was able to report that the establishment of the Pennine Lancashire Development Company was progressing well and that he would expect to be in a position to bring final proposals for approval to the Council in the summer.  

The Leader was also pleased to report on achievements since the last meeting.  He reported on developments at Longridge with the Civic Centre, Children’s Centre and gym facilities which had recently opened.  Secondly, he reported that project work had begun on the redevelopment of the old station building in Berry Lane, Longridge with building work expected to start during the summer.  A £221,000 grant from the Heritage Lottery Fund would be used to restore/renovate the fabric of the building and Lancashire County Council would oversee the project.  He confirmed that additional proposals were also being prepared for a bespoke business support and advice facility, either on or near the site, via additional funding through the Rural Development Programme. 

Thirdly, the Leader updated members on the Castle Heritage Scheme.  He was pleased to report that it was still on stream for a May opening.  

The Ribble Valley Food Trail had won its first award being judged the best for Rural Enterprise in the North West in the Countryside Alliance Award and judging of the national awards would take place on 18 March at the House of Lords.

He also reported that in a recent report Ribble Valley had been named as the second best place in the country in which to grow up, from a total of 354 local authorities across the UK. 

Finally, the Leader referred to the announcement of the resignation of Councillor Stan Taylor with effect from 1 April.  Councillor Taylor had been the Councillor for Langho for the previous six years.  The Leader acknowledged that Councillor Taylor had been an invaluable member of the Conservative team and had served on a variety of Committees and was particularly proud of the work he had undertaken on Overview and Scrutiny.  The Leader was delighted that Councillor Taylor had agreed to chair his last meeting of Overview and Scrutiny on 31 March.   He asked members to join him in wishing Councillor Taylor a long and happy retirement.  

The Leader also reported that Councillor Chris Punchard had been unwell recently and again asked members to join him in wishing Councillor Punchard a speedy recovery.  

Finally, the Leader was delighted to announce that Jane Pearson, the Financial Services Manager, had been appointed Director of Resources with effect from 1 April 2009.  He asked all members and officers to give Jane their support and encouragement in her new role.   

883

LEADER’S QUESTION TIME

The Shadow Leader, Councillor Allan Knox, asked if the Leader could confirm how many affordable houses had been completed in the Borough during 2008.  The Leader thanked Councillor Knox for his question and reported that a total of 34 units had been completed during 2008.  Councillor Knox noted that the target for 2008 had been some 200 plus houses and therefore felt that the current figure fell short of this target.  Councillor Ranson confirmed that the Council were still looking to boost numbers of affordable houses across the Borough.

Next Councillor Knox asked if the Leader would agree to the establishment of a recession partnership by inviting leaders from the public, private and voluntary sectors to help deal with issues as they arose and to assist with forward planning matters.  

The Leader confirmed that there was already an established opportunity to deal with such matters through the Economic Theme Group of the Ribble Valley Strategic Partnership.  This Group had been a partner in the recent work undertaken by the Council’s consultants reviewing local economy, retail health and employment land issues.  The Chamber of Trade had attended the Theme Group to discuss relevant issues and it was made up of a range of relevant partners.  

The Group reported to the RVSP Board and was able to convene meetings to deal with particular issues or to take forward projects through task and finish groups or ongoing project sponsorship.  He further commented that the LSP officer was available to coordinate group activity and to facilitate the role of the group in dealing with issues if desired.  The Leader believed the group was well placed to be the coordinating body for such partnership working and the creation of a local forum.  

Finally, Councillor Knox asked how many prosecutions there had been for dog fouling during 2008.  The Leader reported that the Council had prosecuted two people in the past year for dog fouling and had issued an increased number of fixed penalty notices with a total of five in the past year and over 40 in total since the introduction of the Dog (Fouling of Land) Act provisions.  He could also report that the Council had responded positively to residents’ ongoing concerns and had installed a further 23 dog bins in the Borough in the last year – this now took the total dog bins provided to 83.  In a supplementary question Councillor Knox asked if the Leader would join him to write to the Department for Communities and Local Government asking for the fixed penalty notice fine to be increased.  The Leader confirmed that the Council would continue to give dog fouling serious consideration in the future but felt that increases in fines would not have a significant impact on success. 

884

COMMITTEE MINUTES

(i)
Planning and Development Committee – 18 December 2008

RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the above meeting be received.

(ii)
Community Committee – 13 January 2009

RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the above meeting be received.

(iii)
Planning and Development Committee – 15 January 2009

RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the above meeting be received.

(iv)
Personnel Committee –  25 January 2009

RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the above meeting be received.

(v)
Health and Housing Committee – 22 January 2009

RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the above meeting be received.

(vi)
Policy and Finance Committee – 27 January 2009

RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the above meeting be received.

(vii)
Parish Council Liaison Committee – 29 January 2009

RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the above meeting be received.

(viii)
Planning and Development Committee – 3 February 2009
RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the above meeting be received.

(ix)
Overview and Scrutiny Committee – 5 February 2009

RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the above meeting be received.


(x)
Policy and Finance Committee – 10 February 2009

RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the above meeting be received.


(xi)
Standards Committee – 11 February 2009 

RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the above meeting be received.


(xii)
Licensing Committee – 12 February 2009 

RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the above meeting be received.
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SPECIAL BUSINESS

The Leader ended the meeting by making a presentation to the Chief Executive to thank him for his loyal and committed service to the Council and Borough over the last 22 years and for a lifetime of public service within Local Government.  The Leader asked members to join him in wishing the Chief Executive a long and happy retirement.  The Shadow Leader, Councillor Allan Knox, and the Mayor also made speeches of thanks for David’s work for the Council and reiterated their best wishes for his retirement. 

The meeting closed at 8.16pm.

If you have any queries on these minutes please contact David Morris (414400).
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