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1
MATTER FOR CONSIDERATION

1.1
To receive an update on the consultation process to date on the Draft Ribble Valley Economic Strategy.

1.2
Relevance to the Council’s ambitions and priorities:

· Council Ambitions – The issues covered in this report relate to the Council ambitions to protect and enhance the existing environmental quality of the area.

· Community Objectives – The matter covered in this report will contribute to the objectives of a sustainable economy and thriving market towns.

· Corporate Priorities – The report seeks to ensure delivery of services to all.

· Other Considerations – None.

2 BACKGROUND

2.1 Following the meeting of the RVBC Planning & Development Committee on the 18th December 2008, members agreed that the draft Ribble Valley Economic Strategy would go out to public consultation to enable local stakeholders and, in particular the private sector to comment on any issues contained within the document.

2.1 The key objectives of the consultation process have been to ensure that partners and stakeholders are:

· Clearly informed about the Draft Economic Strategy and the consultation process.

· Given meaningful opportunities to comment on the Draft Economic Strategy and its proposals.

· Committed to supporting, leading or contributing to the delivery of the Strategy and its actions.

2.2 Due to the high level of interest the document has generated, the consultation deadline was extended until Thursday 9th April 2009 to take account of the comments received throughout this period and enable further communications and work with key partners to draft the final economic strategy.

2.3 An Economic Strategy for Ribble Valley will be a means of providing clarity and detail on the Council’s local economic aims and objectives as well as the intended actions to deliver on economic well being in Ribble Valley. It would guide the council in setting its own service plans and resources, as well as providing a framework for partnership working, supporting and influencing the strategies, priorities and the resource allocation of others operating in the field of economic development across Ribble Valley and the wider region.

3 CONSULTATION RESPONSE

3.1 Overall, the general response to the intention and wording within the document has been one that has been welcomed by respondents. Throughout the consultation process meetings have been held and regular communications with private sector stakeholders, in particular the business groups and Chambers of Trade in Clitheroe, Longridge and Whalley respectively, to reach common understanding and to encourage both collective and individual views.

3.2 Additionally, copies of the draft document were circulated to Ribble Valley Parish and Town Councils, public libraries and published on the Ribble Valley Borough Council website to encourage further comments and feedback and in carrying out the consultation, RVBC is following current recognised good practice in terms of national and regional Government guidelines.

3.3 Feedback has been received from both a number of individuals and organisations, either by general comments on the document (welcoming the general approach) to more specific comments, points and suggestions in relation to specific topics (transport, parking issues, business development, access to broadband for example), resulting in responses varying from individual comments on specific issues to more comprehensive feedback relating to the whole document, which can be summarised as follows:

· The vast majority of respondents welcome the overall aims of the Strategy, and are supportive of the issues identified and the actions proposed.

· In Clitheroe respondents felt that action is needed to address issues around parking, general traffic management (i.e. Moor Lane) and the appearance, quality of the street scene and marketing of Clitheroe town centre as a retail / leisure destination.

· In Longridge respondents felt that the draft document did not emphasise enough the importance of Longridge as a key market town and the second most populated area in Ribble Valley, commenting that the document concentrated too much on Clitheroe.

· In Whalley respondents welcomed the document in general and look forward to further working with the Council to develop and promote activities that will boost the longer-term economic well being of the area.

· In other areas respondents highlighted the need for improved and better access to faster broadband, and that villages in Ribble Valley can be just as important as the towns to make use of refurbished village sites to encourage new businesses to the area (e.g. Cobden Mill in Sabden).

· The need to attract new businesses especially high-tech ones and the need for more business incubator units in the Ribble Valley combined with support from the various business support agencies.

· Encourage more young people to set up businesses in Ribble Valley.

· Encourage village communities to set up their own social enterprises.

· The natural beauty of the area should never be compromised in preference for commercial or residential development.

3.4 As a result of the responses and comments received the draft strategy has been amended to highlight and reinforce the issues made during the consultation. General understanding has also been reached that emerging from the Strategy individual Action Plans will be developed that will focus down upon, address and tackle some of the more specific issues raised in the consultation feedback (Action Plans for Clitheroe, Longridge and Whalley for example).

3.5 Following this, it is considered what will be key to the Strategy’s’ progress, are the proposals as stated within the Strategy to develop additional and more focussed Action Plans as follows:
· An Action Plan underneath each of the key themed areas to build on the ‘headline’ actions specified in the strategy.

· An Action Plan for each of the Key Service Centres / Market Towns of Clitheroe, Longridge and Whalley respectively.

· Action Plans will provide a SMART (Specific, Measurable, Achievable, Realistic, and Time-bound) approach to be taken and enable progress to be measured against these actions on an ongoing basis. 

5.1 It is proposed that these Action Plans will further be developed over the coming months, working in partnership with Parish and Town Councils, business groups and other key representatives and organisations within Ribble Valley. The plans will be much more targeted and specific than those in the overall strategy (such as addressing specific issues in areas such as Clitheroe and Longridge for example) and that the draft strategy will act as the ‘umbrella’ document to this, which will be appropriately stylised and illustrated following the extended consultation process, and be reviewed annually to be responsive to changing economic needs and circumstances.

4
RISK ASSESSMENT

4.1      The approval of this report may have the following implications:

· Resources – None 

· Technical, Environmental and Legal – None.

· Political – None.

· Reputation – Though no longer a statutory requirement it is widely considered good practice for Local Authorities to produce economic plans and strategies for their areas.

5
RECOMMENDED THAT COMMITTEE

5.2 Note the comments within this report, agree the final draft and to instruct the Director of Development Services to publish the final Ribble Valley Economic Strategy document.

5.3 Agree that individual action plans will now be produced underneath the ‘headline’ actions and themes addressed within the strategy.
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