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PURPOSE

1.1
To inform you about the latest Sport England funding strategy and, specifically, the first theme which is aimed at ‘Rural Communities’.

1.2 To outline preparatory action for the submission of a Ribble Valley application for funding. 

1.3
Relevance to the Council’s Ambitions and Priorities:

Council Ambitions:  This report contributes to the following ambitions: -

·  making peoples’ lives safer and healthier; 

· ensuring services are accessible to all.

Community Priorities:  This report relates to the following priorities outlined in the Community Strategy:

· Access for all

· Community cohesion

· Health and well-being

Corporate Priorities:


· Provide for and support others in the provision of cultural activity to improve quality of life within the borough.

2
BACKGROUND

2.1 Sport England has launched their new funding strategy aligned to their new Strategy (2009-12).  It will include three £10 million themed rounds of funding per year, and the first theme is ‘Rural Communities’.

2.2
Rural communities are being targeted because, nationally, it emerged from the Active People Survey (2) that there are a significant number of rural local authorities with low participation rates.

2.3

The purpose of a themed round is not to focus solely on ‘closing the gap’ but to focus on areas or groups that may not have adequate access to other funding streams.

2.4
Sport England recognises that people who live in the countryside have specific barriers to participating in sport, such as reduced choice in the sports available and transportation issues getting to and from facilities.

2.5
Applications are invited for amounts over £10,000 which are explicitly high value, high impact projects.  A significant proportion of successful bids are expected to be projects requiring National Lottery funding of more than £500,000.

2.6

The application process is consistent with that on which we have already successfully drawn down funding in relation to Ribble Valley Sport and Physical Activity (SPAA) projects.

It is a two-stage process, and the first stage involves a short application to assess alignment with the fund’s objectives, and the deadline for submissions is 30 June 2009.  If successful at this stage, then a conditional award is made, work up the bid on stage 2 with a completion date of 31 October 2009.  Final decisions are expected in December.

3
ISSUES

3.1 Given the scarcity of funding of this magnitude targeted at rural areas, it is very likely that there will be considerable interest from various organisations across the district.

3.2 In an attempt to apply a co-ordinated approach to the forming of an appropriate application which at least meets the generic assessment criteria of project viability, value for money, sustainability, partner involvement, risk and the delivery of Sport England ‘ Grow, Sustain and Excel outcomes’, the Ribble Valley SPAA Executive Group are proposing to:

(i) Encourage any organisation considering an application to seek advice from officers in relation to the above criteria.  A public meeting is to be arranged, enabling clear communication to be disseminated to interested parties as the application process and also to convey the current thinking of the Ribble Valley SPAA around the submission of an application.

(ii) Establish a working group comprising of designated members of the Ribble Valley SPAA to investigate the feasibility of an application centred around outdoor activity provision in the castle grounds and through outreach development work

3.3 The districts within Lancashire which have been identified as being eligible for funding are:

Ribble Valley – Rural 80

West Lancashire – Rural 50

Lancaster, Chorley, Fylde and Wyre are all categorised as being significant Rural.

As the most rural district (according to classification by DEFRA), Ribble Valley is the best placed of the Lancashire Districts when it comes to the consideration of applications.

An initial meeting, co-ordinated by Lancashire Sport, has taken place involving representation from those eligible districts with the aim of possibly producing a high impact regional application based upon a co-ordinated approach to addressing local user barriers.  The value of such an approach is worthwhile to the process, irrespective or whether or not a jointly conceived application is possible.

The consensus currently subscribes to a project around the development of adrenalin/outdoor sports within rural communities through a ‘hub and spoke’ approach.  A district could identify a key activity (ies) and draw down resources for Sport(s).


Mobile facilities would enable villages to experience a taste of the activity and then a quality ‘hub’ facility within the County would then be available to signpost participants to.

3.4 A project that has emerged from the Ribble Valley SPAA is consistent with the above rationale and, basically, includes the following:

(i) Availability of climbing, skateboarding and BMX cycling experiences at local rural community venues through mobile equipment and suitably qualified instruction.

(ii) The development of a main central hub facility for these sports in the Castle Grounds, Clitheroe, in the form of new BMX Track and Climbing Boulders being added to the existing Skateboarding facility, all under tastefully designed sheltered roofing to maximise participation levels.

4
RISK ASSESSMENT


The approval of this report may have the following implications

· Resources

The financial costs associated with the availability of mobile facilities and development of a central venue in Clitheroe is not known at this stage.

A group of designated officers and representation from The Grand, Clitheroe, who have expressed a particular interest in the working up of a scheme of this nature, are to prepare costs and consider a business case.  The likelihood of success will be strengthened if a partnership approach which can contribute match funding can be demonstrated, and this is likely to be the case.

· Technical, Environmental and Legal – none at this stage 
· Political 

There may be an expression of interest from a wide range of different organisations/ groups, and it is important that any submission is based on consistency and a transparent process, to ensure impartiality and maintain public support.
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RECOMMENDED THAT COMMITTEE

               Note the contents of this report and agree to the Ribble Valley SPAA:


 (i)

  Co-ordinating 
and advising organisations as to applications to Sport England for Rural

       funding on behalf of Ribble Valley.

(ii)  Developing a project submission in accordance with phase 1 criteria as outlined in

Section 3.4 of this report. 

JOHN C HEAP

DIRECTOR OF COMMUNITY SERVICES

Background Papers - None 

For further information please contact Colin Winterbottom

 01200 414588
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