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1
PURPOSE

1.1
To propose the eligibility criteria for applications for a repayment grant.

1.2
Relevance to the Council’s ambitions and priorities

· Council Ambitions – To meet the identified housing need.

· Community Objectives – Housing.

· Corporate Priorities – Housing.

· Other Considerations – None.

2
BACKGROUND

2.1
Since 2007 equity release has been offered to households living in non decent properties.  Committee will recall that this product was offered in partnership with the housing association, West Pennine.  From April 2009 the housing association withdrew their service and at Health and Housing Committee in March, it was agreed that the equity release would be replaced with a repayment grant.  

2.2
Proposed

The proposed eligibility criteria for the availability of a repayment grant is as follows.

· A non decent property.

· Council Tax bands A-D.

· Empty for more than six months or have lived in a property for more than two years.

· Maximum grant £15,000 per property.

· Applicants means tested and any contribution deducted from the maximum grant.

· Grant is to be registered as a local land charge.

· Full grant plus admin fee will be repaid on sale of the property or change of ownership of the property.

· The work eligible includes work necessary to address category 1 hazards under the Housing and Health and Safety Rating System (HHSRS) as a priority.

· Any remaining grant to make improvements necessary to ensure the property meets decency standards.

· No grant is available for non essential work.

· Where possible other grants will be included to enable the maximum work to be undertaken with the repayment grant for example, the warm front scheme will be utilised where appropriate.  

· In the event of the work necessary to make the property free from HHSRS category 1 hazards, will cost in excess of £15,000 and a report will be brought to Committee as and when this may be required.

3
ISSUES

3.1
The budget for this grant is £60,000, therefore there will only be four grants of this type approved each year.  this may lead to a waiting list developing.

4
RISK ASSESSMENT

4.1
The approval of this report may have the following implications
· Resources – Limited budget so waiting list may develop.

· Technical, Environmental and Legal – Tim Lynas will provide technical input for the grants.
· Political – The grants will assist in tackling empty property where owners want to occupy the property.

· Reputation – This grant provides an option for owner occupiers; previously the only grant assistance available was for landlords.

5
RECOMMENDED THAT COMMITTEE
5.1
Committee accept the proposed eligibility criteria and that repayment grants will be approved on this basis.

CHIEF EXECUTIVE 

For further information please ask for Rachael Stott

, extension 4567. 
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