	MINUTE NUMBERS 824 



Minutes of Housing Committee
Meeting Date:

Thursday, 16 March 2006 starting at 7pm

Present:

Councillor J Holgate (Chairman)

Councillors:


In attendance: Chief Executive, Director of Community Services, Housing Manager, Financial Services Manager.

812

APOLOGIES

An apology for absence from the meeting was submitted on behalf of Councillor M Sutcliffe. 

813

MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting held on 19 January 2006 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

The Director of Community Services referred to Minute 665 and reported to the Committee that following the decision taken at the last Council meeting, the Business Plan Working Group were now preparing a further report as a guide to how the Council could proceed.  This report would be considered at the next meeting of the Policy and Finance Committee and if approved, a final report could be considered in July 2006.

814

DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS

There were no declarations of interest.

815

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

There was no public participation.

816

CAPITAL PROGRAMME 2006/2007

The Director of Resources submitted a report on the Capital Programme 2006/2007.  Evaluation statements were included for all schemes for the next financial year giving details such as timetable, costs benefits etc.

RESOLVED:
That the evaluation sheets for each scheme be approved.

817

PROPOSED REPAIR AND IMPROVEMENT PROGRAMME 2006/2007

The Director of Community Services submitted a report setting out details of the proposed repair and improvement programme for 2006/2007 and seeking Committee’s approval to the programme and also permission to renegotiate tenders for the work.

He reminded Members that following the report to Full Council on 28 February 2006, the financial position in 2006/2007 meant that it would  not be possible to undertake all of the required work identified in the Stock Condition survey.  It would therefore be necessary to make a decision about the elements of work that were essential and those items of work which could be carried forward.   With this in mind, three alternative proposals to deliver the 2006/2007 improvement programme within the budget were submitted.  The Housing Manager recommended that Alternative C set out in the report should be accepted, as this would give the Council the best opportunity of meeting health and safety commitments and result in the smallest increase in non-decents.

Following discussion it was:

RESOLVED:
That 

1.
option C set out in Appendix B of the report of the Director of Community Services be accepted and a detailed programme of work for 2006/2007 based on that option be submitted to the next meeting of committee; and

2.
Committee agree to the renegotiation of the 2006/2007 programme with current contractors in consultation with the Chairman and shadow Chairman.

818

SECOND REPORT AND REVIEW OF THE HOMELESSNESS STRATEGY 


2003

The Housing Manger reminded Members that each local authority was required to produce a Homelessness Strategy which must be reviewed every year.  As part of the review an action plan had been formulated and this was also submitted to Committee.

RESOLVED:
That the report of the Director of Community Services be noted and the homelessness action plan be approved.

819
ENABLING HOME OWNERSHIP – RIBBLE VALLEY 

The Director of Community Services submitted a report setting out details of a scheme which was currently being piloted in the borough in partnership with SPACE Housing Association to offer financial assistance to enable households become owner-occupiers.  The financial assistance was in the form of an interest free loan up to a maximum of £15,000.  The loan would be registered as a land charge until the property was sold when it would be repaid at the % equity share of the market value at the time of sale.  The property type, location and size would be the choice of the applicant but the maximum value was limited to £125,000.

The Housing Manager reported that there had been a number of enquiries but it had become apparent that the Council might need to reconsider their contribution as it was proving difficult for those in housing need to fund the mortgage element.  She recommended that the contribution should be increased to £25,000 although this would reduce the number of clients who could be assisted.

RESOLVED:
That the report of the Director of Community Services be noted and the interest free loan offered be increased to £25,000.

820

GENERAL REPORT – DIRECTOR OF COMMUNITY SERVICES

The Director of Community Services submitted a report outlining the progress of various schemes being undertaken and the housing performance on the best value indicators.

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

821

STRATEGIC HOUSING SERVICES SECTION SERVICE PLAN 2006/2007

The Housing Manager submitted a report asking Committee to consider and approve the final stage of the Strategic Housing Services Section Service Plan 2006/2007.  She drew Committee’s attention to the service improvements achieved during the previous financial year and also listed the proposals for the forthcoming year within available resources.

RESOLVED:
That Committee

1.
note the production of the Strategic Housing Services Section Service Plan 2006/2007; and

2.
approve the document for implementation in the next financial year within available resources.

822
EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC

RESOLVED:
That by virtue of the fact that the following items of business be an Exempt Information Under Categories 1 and 7 of Schedule 12A of the Local Government Act 1972, the press and public be now excluded from the meeting.

823

APPROVAL OF DISABLED FACILITIES GRANTS

The Director of Community Services submitted details of eight disabled facility grants which had been approved in accordance with the Council’s Improvement Grant Policies.

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

824

RENT COLLECTION AND ARREARS ASSISTANT POST

The Director of Community Services submitted a report setting out his proposals for staffing in the Housing Section, following the retirement of the Rent Collector and the resignation of the Arrears Assistant.  The proposals had been approved by the Council’s Management Team.

RESOLVED:
That the report of the Director of Community Services be noted and the proposals therein be confirmed.

The meeting closed at 8.10pm.

If you have any queries on these minutes please contact David Morris (414400).
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