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1
PURPOSE 

1.1
To inform Committee of relevant issues which have arisen since the last meeting.

1.2
Relevance to the Council’s ambitions and priorities:

· Council Ambitions – The following reports generally relate to the Council’s ambitions to make people’s lives healthier and safer.

2.
CASTLE/HANSON CEMENT LIAISON MEETING

2.1
A liaison meeting was held on 30 April 2009.  A copy of the minutes are attached as the Appendix to this report.

2.2
Following the recent merger of Hanson Aggregates and the Castle Cement Group, the company has subsequent been renamed and in future will be known as Hanson Cement.

3
APPLICATION FOR FLOOD PROTECTION GRANTS - UPDATE

3.1
Further to my report to this Committee on the 19 March 2009, the decision on the grant applications has been deferred until after the elections on 4 June 2009.

4
FLY TIP PROSECUTION – PENDLETON ROAD, WISWELL

4.1
I am pleased to report the recent successful prosecution for a substantial fly tip of building materials, which was reported and investigated in September 2008.

4.2
The fly tip consisted of what was believed to be a single load of general building materials including window and doorframes, plaster etc.  The offender was finally identified as a resident of Great Harwood and was subsequently fined £250.00, £794.00 costs and a clean up removal fee of £73.00, which totals a total sum of £1,118.00.

5
COMMERCIAL WASTE ENFORCEMENT

5.1
I am pleased to report the considerable and ongoing success with Environmental Health assisting the refuse collection service with resolving trade waste issues and related enforcement.

5.2
From March 2008, 53 new accounts for wheeled bins have been opened with this Council and 64 new accounts for trade waste bags representing a 61% and 21% increase respectively.  Early indications from our Finance Section are that that represents an increase in income in excess of £17,000.

6
CLITHEROE MARKET UPDATE – FRIDAY COLLECTORS’ MARKETS

6.1
Further to my report to this Committee on 19 March, I am pleased to report the considerable interest by Ribble Valley residents attending the Friday market.

6.2
The new scheme commenced on the 4 April, permitting Ribble Valley residents to attend free of charge as part of the “Tackling the Credit Crunch” assistance we can provide.

6.3
To date, weekly usage has been as follows: 1, 16, 22, 9, 8, 9, 7.  These are in addition to the usual regular Friday traders.

7
HEALTH AND SAFETY EXECUTIVE – FLEXIBLE WARRANTS

7.1
The Environmental Health Manager recently attended a regional presentation arranged through the Merseyside Local Authorities Group at which a presentation was made by the Health and Safety Executive inviting Lancashire Authorities to support and sign up to a national initiative for flexible warranting of health and safety specialist officers.

7.2
The concept is to enable local authorities to work more closely both with the Health and Safety Executive and neighbouring authorities in Lancashire on chosen themes/initiatives relating to Health & Safety enforcement.  The use of flexible warrants will enable officers to be better targeted and trained but also be authorised to respond and intervene in each other authorities premises to enhance the health and safety arrangements within the borough.

7.3
As a result, Ribble Valley Borough Council has signed up to take part in the initiative with the majority of the other Authorities in Lancashire, and is currently awaiting receipt of the officer authorisations to be administered regionally by the Health & Safety Executive.

8
DOG FOULING UPDATE

8.1
In the past 12 months I am please to report considerable ongoing effort and dedication by our Dog Warden Officers.

8.2
Last year, a second prosecution was undertaken and a total of 8 fixed penalties were issued.

8.3
I have been asked recently to confirm the Council’s policy in relation to the prosecution of repeat offenders.  I am pleased to report that to date, no dog owner has been observed or identified as repeating an offence.  In the event of such an offence being witnessed, our policy as set out in paragraph 3.7, page 28 of the Environmental Health Plan (April 2002), is to pursue a prosecution for the offence rather than to offer the option of a fixed penalty notice, as would occur for a first offence.
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