	MINUTE NUMBERS 855 - 856 



Minutes of Parish Councils’ Liaison Committee

Meeting Date:


Thursday, 23 March 2006 starting at 7.15pm

Present:


M Birch (Chairman)

Councillors:


Parish Representatives

P Young


Balderstone

R Park 


Bolton-by-Bowland

B H Dowles


Bolton-by-Bowland

R Scoczen


Clayton-le-Dale

B Redhead


Clayton-le-Dale

A Yearing


Clitheroe

M Rayner


Gisburn

F Robinson


Grindleton

S Thompson


Hothersall

F Priest


Longridge

D Hicks


Longridge

A Dales


Mellor

C Law



Read

A Mashiter


Read

A Ormand


Ribchester



P Lambert


Simonstone

D M Midgeley


Waddington

E Ronnan


Whalley

P Chadwick


Wilpshire

J Robinson


Wilpshire

In attendance: Director of Development Services, Leisure and Sports Development Manager, Countryside Officer and Policy Development Officer

Also in attendance: LCC District Partnership Officer, LCC Policy Officer, Parish Council Champion

846
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence from the meeting were submitted on behalf of Borough Councillors J S Sutcliffe and from the following Parish Representatives:

C Wood 

Bashall Eaves and Mitton

J Craddock 

Bolton-by-Bowland

R Schofield

Bolton-by-Bowland

R Hargreaves

Clitheroe

S Sturrock

Read and Chatburn

R Hirst


Simonstone

J Lawson

Slaidburn & Easington

K Jackson

Waddington

J Brown

Whalley

847
MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting held on 26 January 2006  were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

848
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

693(a) Longridge Town Council – Information for victims of racist incidents and crime leaflets.

A representative from Longridge asked why the leaflet in question and the letter of reply from Chief Superintendent Mallaby had not been included with the agenda papers for this meeting.  The Policy Development Officer apologised for this oversight and it was agreed to further defer consideration of this item to the next meeting when all relevant paperwork would be included with that agenda. 

849
PARISH AND TOWN COUNCILS’ CHARTER

The Chairman introduced Alison Rennie from the Lancashire County Council Policy Unit who gave the background to the idea of Parish Council Charters, explained that this Charter would be a tri-partite agreement between Lancashire County Council, Borough Councils and Parish Councils and commented that the document was currently out for consultation until 30 April 2006.  The aim was to have the final charter in place towards the end of 2006.  She also referred to the issues around Parish plans.

Members then asked a number of questions including:

· whether the Charter was a workable document;

· whether funding was available for Parish Lengthsmen;

· the revised closing date for comments;

· links with Lancashire Locals;

· the cost of the whole exercise;

· links with Quality Councils.

RESOLVED:
That Alison Rennie be thanked for her presentation.

850
LANCASHIRE LOCALS

Colin Everett, the Lancashire County Council District Partnership Officer for the Ribble Valley reminded Members about the process for introducing Lancashire Locals across all twelve Lancashire Districts.  This followed on from the four pilot areas which had proved successful in Hyndburn, South Ribble, Chorley and West Lancashire.  

He also referred to the decision which had been taken by the County Council’s Cabinet which was not to allow the request for four Parish Council representatives to serve on Lancashire Locals, as requested by this Committee.  He explained that the reasons given for this decision were to ensure equal representation on Lancashire Locals.  However, he did stress that Parish and Town Councils would be encouraged to engage at these meetings.  

He reported that out of a total of 64 responses received, 45 had been in favour with only 8 responses against the idea of Lancashire Locals.  Finally, he commented that the first Ribble Valley Lancashire Locals’ meeting was scheduled for mid April 2006.  

Members again voiced their concern at the lack of formal representation on Lancashire Locals and were also concerned about the cost and effectiveness of the whole exercise.  It was also felt that Lancashire Locals should be viewed in the wider context of the Local Government review.

RESOLVED:
That the report of the District Partnership Officer be noted.

851
THREE STREAM WASTE COLLECTION 

The Director of Development Services referred to the update report on the three stream waste collection which had previously been circulated to Committee.  He referred to the discussion at the last meeting (minute 699 refers) and now reported that information packs had been issued to each property in the pilot scheme during week commencing 20 February 2006.  The delivery of wheeled bins had commenced week commencing 27 February and had been completed by Thursday, 9 March 2006.  Three stream waste collection would commence on  Monday 27 March 2006 with green waste to be collected alongside the residual waste bin with the recycling bin to be collected the following week.

Members then raised the following points:

· whether other receptacles would be provided for newspaper etc;

· whether rubbish was to be put into sacks or directly into the bin;

· who would replace a broken receptacle;

· whose responsibility it was if a receptacle rolled away from the kerbside;

· catch up time for collections following on from the impending Local Government strike.

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

852
LOCAL STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIP UPDATE

The Director of Development Services  gave a verbal update of the work of the Local Strategic Partnership.  He reported that the first meeting of the new partnership board had been held on 27 February and this had agreed the administrative details for the newly configured working group.  The next meeting of the board in May 2006 would agree the key priorities for those working groups.  

He also referred to the links with the emerging Local Area Agreements and the 94 stretch targets which were part of the LAAs and in particular how LSPs would help to deliver these.  He also commented that the LSP would no longer be a source of funding for individual organisations.  

The Chairman referred to the current financial commitments of the LSP in relation to the post of Community Sports Facilitator, Lancashire Historic Towns and the Market Towns Manager.  Discussion also centered around the way the Ribble Valley Children’s Centre would work and would be supported by the LSP.

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

853
BOWLAND HIGH SCHOOL – COMMUNITY USE

The Leisure and Sports Development Manager informed Committee of the proposed formal arrangement with Bowland High School for co-ordinating community use of the new sports facilities.  

He referred to the availability of the new sports facilities at Bowland High School and the preliminary discussions relating to those facilities being shared with community users.

He commented that there had been a delay in the commissioning of the facilities but was now able to report that the school were to commence use after the half term holidays.   There had been a considerable level of interest expressed by potential hirers of the sports hall and discussions had taken place from the very start of the project as to how the facilities could best be used by the community outside of school hours.

The school had now confirmed acceptance of the management arrangements for the site.  The Leisure and Sports Development Manager highlighted the areas which Bowland High School would be responsible for.  In particular, he commented on the reasonable rates of hirer which had been agreed with the school.  

He sought Members views on what should be included in the programme of activities.

Members welcomed the news of this innovative facility.

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

854
MATTERS BROUGHT FORWARD BY PARISH COUNCILS

(a)
Hothersall Parish Council – Insurance of Small Parish Councils 

The representative from Hothersall Parish Council referred to the problems his Parish Council were experiencing with their insurance premiums which had risen by 150% over the past five years. 

He pointed out that his Parish Council was very small and did not own any facilities or amenities.  He questioned whether an “umbrella” policy for small Parish Councils could be investigated.

RESOLVED:
That the Director of Development Services  and Policy Development Officer look into the question of an “umbrella” insurance policy being developed for small Parish Councils and report back to a future meeting of this Committee.  

(b)
Strengthening of Bridge at Skirden Bridge, Bolton-by-Bowland


The Parish Representative for Bolton-by-Bowland reported on the problems his Parish Council were experiencing with Lancashire County Council in relation to the proposed strengthening of Skirden Bridge.  He questioned the rationale behind the strengthening of bridges, the cost of this exercise, the inevitable disruption to villagers and visitors and whether there wasn’t an alternative form of action which could be  taken, ie weight restriction on bridges. 


The Parish Champion gave his comments on this problem and promised to involve himself fully in an attempt to resolve this matter although it was not in his electoral division.  A public meeting had been scheduled for April 2006 when the whole closure process, including alternative travel arrangements, would be explained to everyone.

RESOLVED:
 That the matter be noted at this stage.

(c)
Read Parish Council – High Hedges Legislation


A Parish Representative from Read referred to previous discussions in this Committee on the question of High Hedge Legislation and again questioned the need for the fee and the availability of mediation provided by the Borough Council.  


The Director of Development Services  explained that mediation was something which the Borough Council was discouraged from undertaking, mainly because of its judicial role within the agreed procedure.  


The Countryside Officer referred to the Good Practice Guide which had been produced and to the process he adopted of speaking to individuals in dispute in order to explore whether there was any prospect of a solution.   He commented that he always referred individuals to outside mediation and he emphasised that the fee charged was to cover officer time which was spent trying to resolve high hedge problems.  


He also explained that if an individual did not proceed with a complaint there would be some level of reimbursement of the fee depending on the amount of time spent on the case by Officers.

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

855
TIMETABLE FOR GUEST SPEAKERS – 2006-07

The Policy Development Officer sought Committee’s agreement to a timetable for guest speakers and also asked them to consider drawing up a work plan for agenda items to be discussed over the municipal year 2006/07.

He reminded Members that in recent years guest speakers had been invited to these meetings but only where the particular speaker had a relevance for Parish and Town Councils.  He also commented that the agenda for some meetings could be very full, varied and relevant but there were occasions when the agenda for this Committee was very light.  He concluded by pointing out that the report was an attempt to give some guidance to officers on the issue of which guest speakers should be invited over the next twelve months and what topics Members would like to discuss at those meetings.  

He then listed suggestions for guest speakers and topics for discussion and sought Members’ views on these.

RESOLVED:
That 

1.
Committee agree to a list of six guest speakers for the municipal year 2006-07 from those listed at paragraph 3.1 of the report;

2.
Committee agree to a work plan for agenda items for 2006-07 from those listed at paragraph 3.5;

3.
the Policy Development Officer take away those suggestions and formulate them into a work plan for 2006-07 to be formally agreed by Committee on 15 June 2006.

856
DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING

The date and time of the next meeting would be Thursday 15 June 2006 at 7.15pm.

Meeting closed at 9.03pm

If you have any queries on these minutes please contact Stewart Bailey  (414491).




D M Bailey


H G Douglas


M Fielding


E M H Ranson


C Ross


G H Sowter


D Taylor


N Walsh


C Warkman
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