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1
PURPOSE

1.1
To inform Committee of a consultation document produced by the Department for Transport and to request Committee’s views as to an appropriate response.

2
BACKGROUND

2.1
The Department for Transport has produced a draft revised version of its Best Practice Guidance for taxi and private hire vehicle licensing authorities.

2.2
The document is subject to consultation which runs from the 5 May 2009 until the 28 July 2009.

2.3
Attached as Appendix A is a copy of the document, together with the consultation response form. 

3
ISSUES

3.1
The report attached as Appendix 1 shows highlighted grey those areas where the guidance issued by the Department for Transport has changed.

3.2
The purpose of bringing this matter to Committee, in addition to formulating a response as consultees, is also to enable Committee to review the Council’s own practices in the light of the Best Practice Guidance, and, together with item 6 on the agenda, programme any further reports or matters for consideration for the following municipal year.

3.3
In general terms the Council’s practices accord with that provided for by the Best Practice Guidance, however there are certain differences eg in relation to the focus placed on the security of drivers, limiting of hackney carriage numbers, and the renewal intervals for drivers licences.

4
RECOMMENDED THAT COMMITTEE
4.1
Consider the draft consultation document on revised best practice guidance and:

a)
instruct the Legal Services Manager how to respond on behalf of the Council to the consultation exercise; and

b)
instruct the Legal Services Manager to prepare a future report to Committee for any matter where Committee wishes to reconsider the Council's current practice.

LEGAL SERVICES MANAGER

For further information please ask for Diane Rice, extension 4418.
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