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1
PURPOSE

1.1
To inform Committee about the proposals referred to above.

2
BACKGROUND

2.1
The procedure implemented by the Licensing Act 2003  for the licensing of premises and clubs included a requirement that any variation to the operation or fabric of licensed premises should be reflected in a variation of the premises licence or club premises certificate.

2.2
This requirement has proved disproportionate where licensees make minor changes for example to the layout of licensed premises by slight changes to the position of the bar or in supermarkets where the position of the alcohol display is moved within the store.

2.3
The Licensing Act procedure is to be amended, via the Proposed Minor Variations to Premises Licences and Club premises Certificates Minor Variations Order 2009.

2.4
The Parliamentary debate on the approval motion for the Minor Variations Order has been fixed for 15 June 2009.  The effect of this is that expected implementation will now be late July 2009 at the earliest. 

3
ISSUES

3.1
The draft Reform Order deals with minor variations which are described as follows:

· Small alterations to the interior physical layout of premises.

· Rearrangement of the licensing hours but not including any increase in the total hours during which alcohol may be supplied, nor any changes to alcohol provision between the hours of 11pm and 7am.

3.2
The precise terms will not be known until the final Order is approved.

3.3
The original proposals did not provide safeguards for the interests of local residents.  For example, there was no requirement to advertise the proposed minor variation, and therefore no opportunity for local residents or businesses to express their views.

3.4
However the Department for Culture Media and Sport (DCMS) has now revised the order to make certain key changes which are as follows:

1.
Applicants will be required to advertise proposed minor variations on a white notice outside the premises for 10 working days.

2.
Local residents and businesses will have the right to make representations in writing to the Local Authority.

3.
The Local Authority will be required to consider any such representations received within the 10 day period when arriving at its decision.

3.5
Once regulations are finalised a further report will be brought to Committee to enable Committee to review its scheme of delegation etc in order to ensure that the 10 day timescale can be met.

4
RECOMMENDED THAT COMMITTEE
4.1
 Note the proposed changes.
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BACKGROUND PAPERS

1
The Legislative Reform (Minor Variations to Premises Licences and Club Premises Certificates) Order 2009, revised draft – accompanying statement.

For further information please ask for Diane Rice, extension 4418.
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