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1

PURPOSE

To ask members to consider the condition of the above property and to look at the wider position in relation to the lease.



Relevance to the Council’s ambitions and priorities:

· Council Ambitions – An exceptional environment and quality of life for all.

· Community Objectives – Social, economic and cultural well being.

· Corporate Priorities  - To help make peoples lives safer and healthier. To protect and enhance the existing environmental quality of our area.

· Other Considerations – Ribble Valley Borough Council is committed to supporting local Youth and Community Services in Longridge. 

2                    BACKGROUND

2.1 The property has been leased to Lancashire County Council since 1968 and in recent years been occupied by the Youth and Community Services.  The lease has expired and the Youth services are holding over. 

2.2 The external decoration of the property has been raised by Councillor           Hind as a point of concern. In response a condition survey has been undertaken and a report provided to the Asset Management Group. The report can be found in Appendix 1.

2.3 The Youth and Community Service have applied for £185,000.00 from Lancashire County Council Youth Capital Fund to improve the property. This includes remodelling and refurbishing internal areas and the renewal of the external windows and doors. Lancashire County Council have written to RVBC Legal Services to notify them of the application, request Landlord’s consent and to register the work as improvements.

2.4 The use of the Civic Centre site has been proposed as an alternative to the Townley Buildings. There is a vision to provide a community hub in this location. This would be a new purpose built facility either detached or an extension to the Civic Centre. A detailed feasibility study of the site has not been carried out. 

3            OPTIONS

3.1 The members are being asked if they would like to enter negotiations to renew the lease or if they wish to explore other options.

3.2 The question facing committee at this stage is one of principle. The council has demonstrated over many years its commitment to support the provision of facilities for young people in Longridge, and because this is in line with the Councils aims and ambitions it is assumed that this commitment remains.

3.3 The issue at hand, however, is whether that provision should continue at the present site without question, or whether the alternative (that would support the operation at the Civic Hall Site) should be explored first. If such an option proved feasible and affordable then it may release the existing site for an alternative use.

3.4 If the latter option were approved then we would enter dialogue with Lancashire County Council as a priority with regard to the their service needs and the possibility of funding a development at the Civic Hall Site. Any proposal would, of course, be subject to planning approval.

4           RISK ASSESMENT

· Resources – The need for resources will be dependent on the outcome of the decision.

· Technical, Environmental and Legal – 

Townley Buildings - Terms of lease, condition of property, dilapidations etc.

Civic Centre - Site density, ground conditions, service provision, planning, effect on neighbouring residents etc.

· Political – none.

· Reputation – none.

5 RECOMMEND THAT COMMITTEE

5.1 
Determine which would be the preferred option for further exploration.

John C Heap

DIRECTOR OF COMMUNITY SERVICES

BACKGROUND PAPER – Appendices 1

For further information please contact Tim Lynas 01200 413212
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