	



Minutes of Licensing Committee

Meeting Date:

Thursday, 27 November 2008 starting at 6.30pm

Present:

Councillor J Alcock (Chairman)

Councillors:


In attendance:

In attendance:  Legal Services Manager, Elections and Taxi Licensing Officer and Taxi Enforcement Officer

662
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence from the meeting were submitted on behalf of Councillors J Holgate and C Punchard.

663
MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting held on 14 August 2008 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

664
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest at the meeting.

665
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

There was no public participation.

666
STEERING FOR SUCCESS

The Legal Services Manager sought Committee’s approval for the steps proposed to implement the introduction of the Steering for Success course for drivers, including changes to the application process.  


She pointed out the issues which Committee needed to consider relating to the timing and method of the introduction of this course.  There were currently differences between the requirements in relation to the knowledge test for private hire and hackney carriage drivers (ie private hire drivers had six months to pass the test after the grant of a licence, hackney drivers must pass before they were given a licence).  It was proposed to introduce the Steering for Success course in a uniform way for all drivers and to require that any new drivers, from a date to be approved by Committee, would either have passed the qualification before they obtain the badge or in the alternative, within a set period after gaining the badge, (as with the knowledge test).  

The course was currently offered at Accrington and Rossendale College and was used by Hyndburn Borough Council who allowed six months after the grant of a licence to complete the course.  It may well be that other colleges could also be persuaded to introduce the course.  

Committee were also asked to confirm whether any time constraint would be placed on drivers who may have taken the Steering for Success course several years before applying to this Authority.  Finally, Committee were also asked to consider the use of the Steering for Success course as an additional sanction to use in relation to existing drivers who standard of service or driving failed to be at a satisfactory level.  

Members then discussed this matter in some detail and raised questions about the standardisation of Steering for Success, whether Preston College could be approached to run the course, the historic differences between private hire and hackney carriage licensing and the reasons behind the six month licence recommendation.  

RESOLVED:
That Committee 

1.
introduce a Steering for Success course qualification as a condition of the grant of a private hire or hackney carriage driver’s licence for all new drivers with effect from 1 January 2009;

2.
instruct that the initial licence be granted for six months only and the course be completed before a subsequent licence was granted;

3.
confirm that those drivers who had taken the course for the purposes of being licensed by other authorities would be allowed to rely on the qualification provided it has been gained within the last five years and this could be verified; and

4.
confirm the use of the requirement to take the Steering for Success course in relation to existing drivers whose levels of service or driving are inadequate.

667
REMOVING THE RESTRICTION ON ISSUE OF HACKNEY CARRIAGE LICENCES

The Legal Services Manager asked Committee to consider a request for the issue of a hackney carriage licence supported by a proposal for the removal of the restriction on the number of hackney carriage licences, off set by a condition that any new hackney carriage licences would only be issued in respect of purpose built hackney carriages such as the TX11 or E7.  

She gave the background behind the recent Council consideration of restrictions on the number of hackney carriage vehicles.  She reminded Members that, for many years the Council had imposed such a restriction which was only lifted when there was a requirement brought in that a restriction would need to be backed up by a survey.   The Council subsequently removed the restriction at that stage.  The Council had again received an application for a hackney carriage licence which did not relate to a purpose built hackney carriage type vehicle.  The applicant had been given an opportunity to appear before the Council’s Licensing Sub Committee to make his case for the grant of such a licence.  The application remained in abeyance pending the views of Committee in relation to the alternative method of control suggested by the applicant, namely that there be no limit on the number of hackney carriage vehicles licensed but that a condition requiring a specific or high quality vehicle should be used as the more appropriate method for controlling supply and demand.

The Legal Services Manager reminded Members that the Council could restrict the number of hackney carriage vehicle licences provided the Council could demonstrate, ie via a survey, that there was no unmet demand for such licences.  She also pointed out that a survey would be expensive and would be time limited.  She referred to the cost of such a purpose built vehicle and the fact that Committee may wish to consider consulting either hackney carriage vehicle licence holders, the Highway Authority or the police before making such a decision.  Members then discussed this matter in some detail.

RESOLVED:
That Committee instruct the Legal Services Manager that they are not minded to remove the restriction on the number of hackney carriage vehicles licensed by the Council by imposing a condition restricting new hackney carriage licences to be issued in respect of purpose built hackney carriages such as the TX11 or E7.  

668
LICENSING ACT 2003 ENFORCEMENT

The Legal Services Manager informed Committee of a letter received from the Department of Culture, Media and Sport dated 19 September 2008 which included a further ministerial written statement based on evaluation of the impact of the Licensing Act 2003.  She reminded Members that the Licensing Act 2003 had represented a radical change in the Government’s approach to licensing and had brought in a more liberal licensing regime which was to be balanced by greater enforcement powers including the power of review.  She also reiterated Members’ concern as to the impact on residents of the increased licensing hours.  The position within Ribble Valley appeared to be less problematic than the national position.  

She gave details of how the Council currently carried out its Licensing Act Enforcement which included:

· the Council’s Enforcement Officer having regular contact with the local police;

· the police using their powers to request the review of a licence where premises were contributing to increased crime and disorder;

· the Council’s Enforcement Officer continuing to carry out regular inspections of premises at an agreed frequency;

· further extensions of the Enforcement Officer role could accommodate additional activities; and

· the red/yellow card system could be of benefit in the event of a serious problem arising at one of the premises within the Council’s area.

She also drew Members attention to three issues:

1.
the need for further training for Members on licensing and enforcement related issues;

2.
the offer made by the Community Development Officer to report to a future meeting of this Committee on the Ribble Valley Community Safety Partnership’s initiatives aimed at curbing underage drinking; and

3.
the use of the Licensing Officer on taxi licensing and private hire enforcement issues.

RESOLVED:
That Committee 

1.
note the contents of the Ministerial Written Statement; and

2.
instruct the Legal Services Manager to respond to the Department of Media, Culture and Sport along the lines now indicated by Committee. 

669
HEARINGS AND APPEALS UPDATE

The Legal Services Manager reported, for information, on recent licensing hearings and informed Committee that an appeal had been received which was returnable before the Blackburn and Hyndburn Magistrates’ Court on 19 December 2008.  She sought Committee’s views on the appeal and gave background information on the likely way in which the appeal would progress.  

RESOLVED:
That 

1. 
the report be noted; and

2.
the Legal Services Manager be given authority to deal with this appeal along the lines now agreed by Committee.

The meeting closed at 7.48pm

If you have any queries on these minutes please contact Diane Rice, extension 4418.
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