	



Minutes of Meeting of the Council

Meeting Date:

Tuesday, 16 December 2003, starting at 6.00pm

Present:


Councillor A Yearing (Chairman)

Councillors:


In attendance:  Chief Executive, Director of Commercial Services, Director of Legal Services, Legal and Administration Manager.

599

APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence from the meeting were submitted on behalf of Councillors C A Bartrop, DA Berryman, J McGowan and J S Reese.

600

PRAYERS

The Mayor’s Chaplain, the Reverend Richard Atkinson, opened the meeting with prayers. 

601

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Mrs Sheila Shaw and Mr Donald Coates from the Ainsworth Research Trust for Local History, presented the Mayor with a book on Historical Clitheroe which had been written by the late Cyril Ainsworth.  The Mayor thanked Mrs Shaw and Mr Coates for the gift and invited them to stay for the Council’s Reception after the meeting.

602

Council MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 28 October 2003 were confirmed as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

603

MAYORAL COMMUNICATIONS

The Mayoral communications were received and noted.

604

BOUNDARY COMMITTEE DRAFT RECOMMENDATIONS

Members discussed the draft recommendations of the Boundary Committee for unitary local government in Lancashire.  Councillor C Holtom proposed that a working group of five Members (3 Conservative, 2 Liberal Democrat) be established to formulate a response to the Boundary Committee’s recommendations.  This was seconded by Councillor F Dyson.

RESOLVED:
That a working group of five Members (3 Conservative, 2 Liberal Democrat) be established to formulate a response to the Boundary Committee’s recommendations for local government in Lancashire.

605

COMMITTEE MINUTES

(i)
Planning and Development Committee – 30 October 2003

RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the above meeting be received.

(ii)
Community Committee – 4 November 2003

RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the above meeting be received.

(iii)
Personnel Committee –  12 November 2003

RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the above meeting be received.

(iv)
Housing Committee – 13 November 2003

RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the above meeting be received.

(v)
Policy and Finance Committee – 18 November 2003

RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the above meeting be approved with the exception of minute numbers 532 and 534.

606

MINUTE NUMBER 532 – CALCULATION OF COUNCIL TAX BASE

Councillor C Holtom proposed that further to recent changes in the law, the setting of the Council Tax Base be delegated to the Director of Finance in consultation with the Leader and Shadow Leader.  This proposal was seconded by Councillor F Dyson.

RESOLVED:
That the setting of the Council Tax Base be delegated to the Director of Finance in consultation with the Leader and Shadow Leader.

607

MINUTE NUMBER 534 – MEMBERS’ ALLOWANCES

Councillor C Holtom proposed that the formal scheme of Member allowances, as previously circulated, be approved.  This proposal was seconded by Councillor J B Hill.

 RESOLVED:
That the formal scheme of Members’ allowances be approved.

(vi)
Parish Council Liaison Committee – 20 November 2003

RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the above meeting be received.

(vii)
Planning and Development Committee – 25 November 2003

RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the above meeting be received.

(viii)
Overview & Scrutiny (Resources) Committee – 27 November 2003
RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the above meeting be received.

(ix)
Overview & Scrutiny (Services) Committee – 2 December 2003
RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the above meeting be received

(x)
Licensing Committee – 4 December 2003
RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the above meeting be received with the exception of minute number 591, resolution 3.

608

MINUTE 591 – RESOLUTION 3

Councillor J B Hill proposed that the political balance rules be departed from in order to enable the independent member of the Licensing Committee to be a member of a sub‑committee where appropriate.  This was seconded by Councillor Sterry.  The Mayor reminded Members that in order to depart from the political balance rules, it was necessary that no Member vote against the proposition.  A vote was taken and the proposal was unanimously approved.

RESOLVED:
That notwithstanding the political balance rules the Independent Member of the Licensing Committee be entitled to be a Member of a sub-committee where appropriate.

The meeting closed at 7.13pm.

If you have any queries on these minutes please contact David Morris (414400).
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