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1
PURPOSE

1.1 To provide Members with information on the Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment (SHLAA).

1.2
Relevance to the Council’s ambitions and priorities:

· Council Ambitions – The Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment is a key element of the baseline information for the Local Development Framework.  It will help in the delivery of affordable housing and protecting and enhancing the quality of the environment.

· Community Objectives – As a tool for informing spatial policy, it will provide a basis from which to identify how a range of issues relating to the objectives of a sustainable economy, thriving market towns and housing provision will be addressed through the planning system.

· Corporate Priorities - The SHLAA will provide a tool to inform future policy and will aid performance and consistency.

· Other Considerations – The Council has a duty to prepare spatial policy that has been built on a robust and credible evidence base of which the SHLAA is an integral part.

2
INFORMATION

2.1
The SHLAA Report, as part of the information to be used by the Council in preparing the Local Development Framework for the area is an important part of the evidence base that the Council has to prepare.  Members will recall a methodology report for the SHLAA was prepared and consulted upon in September 2008.  That report set out the process that the SHLAA followed and highlighted that the report would closely follow the CLG guidance to ensure that an examination at this stage is not required.   

2.2
The SHLAA identifies areas of land that have the potential for housing development but it does not allocate these sites for future development, nor does it guarantee the approval of any future planning applications for residential development on these sites.  The SHLAA highlights the amount of potential residential land in land-use terms across the borough and provides a model to assess the possibility of these areas ever coming forward for development. This in turn enables options to be explored for future patterns of development in the borough through the wider plan making process which would be subject to more detailed consultation as part of the statutory plan making process.  
2.3   
The draft survey report for the SHLAA was approved for publication in April for consultation for a 4-week period with key stakeholders and other interested parties.  The report was available on the Councils website along with a comments form for making representations, and copies were also made available at Planning reception at level D of the Council Offices. Letters were also sent to some 1400 stakeholders including Parish Councils and also individuals who had expressed an interest in being informed of key stages in the LDF process following previous consultation events.  Members will be aware that a number of concerns were raised about the availability of the document and as a consequence in agreement with the Chair of Planning and Development Committee the period for responses was extended to 5th June. 
2.4
A high level of response has been made to the draft survey report, with some 720 responses in all received. Officers are currently working through the SHLAA responses to identify in particular issues raised that will enable us to update technical information on the sites or where the model we apply needs to be amended. We have had a lot of information ranging from matters of landownership for example or the extent of site areas to queries on access and impact.
2.5
At this stage the aim is to revise the survey report to reflect those matters of            technical detail. It is anticipated that a report will be taken to Planning & Development            Committee in September.  Wider issues related to specific sites will be reviewed and            collated to help inform future stages of the plan making process. It is important to           appreciate however that in themselves where they are not related to specific technical            matters those responses will not lead to any changes to the baseline information in line            with the model and guidance, provided by government. 
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For further information please ask for Colin Hirst, extension 4503.
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