	MINUTE NUMBERS 27 



          Minutes of Meeting of the Council

Meeting Date:

Tuesday, 25 April 2006 starting at 7.00pm


Present:

Councillor M Robinson (Chairman)

Councillors:


In attendance:  Chief Executive, Director of Resources, Director of Development Services, Legal Services Manager, Organisation and Member Development Manager.

The Mayor opened the meeting by observing a minute’s silence in memory of former Councillor and Leader of the Council, Peter Redpath.

17.

PRAYERS

The Mayor’s Chaplain, the Reverend M Pickett, opened the meeting with prayers. 

18.

APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence from the meeting were submitted on behalf of Councillors J E Alcock, D A Berryman, C A Bartrop, B M Collis, S A Hirst, A G Pye, J S Reese and the Director of Community Services.

19.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

There were no items of public participation.

20.

Council MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 28 February 2006 were confirmed as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.  Following a minor correction to minute 756 – Councillor Ranson seconded the proposal, not Councillor Rawson.

21.

MAYORAL COMMUNICATIONS

The Mayoral communications were received and noted.

22.

PRESENTATION FROM COUNCILLOR C WARKMAN

Councillor Warkman made a presentation to the Mayor of an award which had been given in respect of the Council’s achievements in support of the Water Aid Charity.  

23.

PRESENTATION TO STAFF

The Mayor made presentations to Laura Wormwell – Warden at Towneley House and Brian Knight – Cleansing Manager, who have completed 25 years service with the authority.

24.

ACCOUNTS AND AUDIT COMMITTEE

Consideration was given to the report of the Chief Executive asking members to consider an amendment to the committee structure in order to create an Accounts and Audit Committee in accordance with the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2003.  The Chartered Institute of Public Finance and Accountancy (CIPFA) had encouraged local authorities to put in place an Audit Committee and in March 2006 PricewaterhouseCooper had also recommended amendments to the Council’s committee structure in respect of Audit and Governance tasks.  The Leader proposed the establishment of an Accounts and Audit Committee and outlined plans for the purpose, chairmanship, membership, terms of reference and frequency of meetings of such a committee.  Councillor M Ranson seconded the proposal.

RESOLVED:
That an Accounts and Audit Committee be established as detailed in the report.

25.

LEADERS REPORT

The Leader, Councillor J Hill, reflected on the Council’s recent achievements and the challenges which it would face in the future.  He welcomed the comments from our External Auditors that the Council continues to improve the overall delivery of efficient and effective services for Ribble Valley residents.  

He went on to outline a number of challenges which the Council would face in the coming year including:  

· Improvements to recreational facilities at the Edisford Leisure Complex;

· Fund raising for the Clitheroe Castle improvements; and

· The ongoing work to implement three stream waste collection in the Ribble Valley.

The Leader was pleased to report that the Home Ownership scheme which had been introduced in partnership with SPACE Housing Association had been very well received and had generated much interest.  

He also outlined concerns in relation to the ongoing moves and discussions to re-organise Primary Care Trusts and the impact it may have on Ribble Valley residents.  He particularly mentioned concerns which had been raised by Longridge residents and confirmed that a meeting had been arranged with the Chief Executive of the Cumbria and Lancashire Strategic Health Authority to seek clarification on issues related to proposals for change.

The Leader highlighted the steps which had been taken by Lancashire County Council to set up Lancashire Locals as a mechanism to strengthen and improve local democracy.  He was hopeful that Lancashire Locals would produce benefits for Ribble Valley residents at a local level.

Finally, the Leader confirmed the Council’s commitment to continue to maintain and improve its level of service on key issues such as waste collection, economic prosperity, protection of the environment, provision of affordable housing, community cohesion, crime and disorder, and leisure and recreation.  

The Leader paid tribute to the Mayor and thanked her for the manner in which she had discharged her duties over the course of her mayoral term.  He also offered praise and thanks to the Chief Executive, Corporate Management Team and Staff for their continued efforts to improve the quality of life and service provision for Ribble Valley residents.

26.

QUESTION TIME

Councillor F Dyson, Shadow Leader, reflected on the Leaders comments made at the Annual Public Meeting and asked the Leader for his thoughts regarding the success of the new management structures which had been put in place in September 2004.  The Leader responded by outlining some of the benefits which had been achieved as a result of the re-structure.

27.

COMMITTEE MINUTES

(i)
Planning and Development Committee – 2 March 2006 

RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the above meeting be received.

(ii)
Community Committee – 7 March 2006

Councillor B Jones submitted a written question in respect of the use of peoples’ names as street naming and asked if Community Committee could review street naming procedures at a future meeting.  She also requested the Community Committee to consider the weight to be given to recommendations from a town or parish council, relative to those from the outside developer.

The Chairman of Community Committee, Councillor R Thompson, thanked Councillor Jones for her question and assured her that proper consideration was given to the views of all parties who are consulted prior to a final decision being taken on street naming.  He confirmed that the current practice of not using surnames of individual people would continue and therefore the matter would not be referred to Community Committee.  

Councillor J McGowan submitted a written question regarding pollution on Roefield playing field caused by drainage problems. 

The Chairman of Community Committee, Councillor R Thompson, thanked Councillor McGowan for his question and confirmed that Lancashire County Council had carried out work on the drainage system last year but unfortunately some problems still remained.  He stated that the issue was still being addressed and that Councillor McGowan would be kept informed of any progress.  

RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the above meeting be received.

(iii)
Personnel Committee –  15 March 2006 

RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the above meeting be received.

(iv)
Housing Committee – 16 March 2006

RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the above meeting be approved.

(v)
Policy and Finance Committee – 25 March 2006 

RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the above meeting be approved with the exception of Minutes No. 829 and 833.

Minute 829 – Revision of Corporate Plan 2005/2008.

RESOLVED:
That minute 829 be approved.


Minute 833 – Treasury Management Strategy

RESOLVED:
That minute 833 be approved.

(vi)
Parish Council Liaison Committee – 23 March 2006

RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the above meeting be received.

(vii)
Planning and Development Committee – 29 March 2006 
RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the above meeting be received.


(viii)
Overview and Scrutiny (Resources) Committee  - 30 March 2006
RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the above meeting be received.


(ix)
Overview and Scrutiny (Services) Committee – 4 April 2006

RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the above meeting be received.


Councillor A Knox thanked the Mayor for her work during the past year and praised her for her commitment to the role of ambassador for Ribble Valley Borough Council.

The meeting closed at 8.48pm

If you have any queries on these minutes please contact David Morris (414400).
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